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ANY different motives may be ſup- 
poſed to influence my conduct, 
when I prefix your name to the preſent ( 
work. A ſtrict and uninterrupted friendſhip 
has ſubſiſted between us, from a very early 
period of our lives, to the preſent hour, 
And I have ever eſteemed it a fingular 
happineſs that I have been thus connected 
with one, whoſe character is adorned by 
many of the moſt ſhining qualities. Wit 
out therefore, attempting ro delineate thoſe 
engaging manners which. render you ami- 
able as a man, and thoſe conſpicuous ta- 
lents which diſtinguiſh you as a lawyer; 
yet the high opinion which I have of your 
b abili- 
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abilities, and the 'many proofs you have 
given me of the moſt ſincere regard, might 
naturally induce me, to expreſs my grati- 
tude and eſteem in the moſt public man- 
NET, | | 


I am, however, at preſent actuated by a 
different conſideration. You have a par- 
ticular claim to every compliment which 
can be paid by this publication, as you 
have been one of the firſt and warmeſt 
ſupporters of the charitable eſtabliſhment 
which has given origin to it. The records 
of the Edinburgh Diſpenſary, as well as 
the daily benedictions of friendleſs pover- 
ty, now afford uncontrovertible evidence 
that it has been productive of the moſt 
happy conſequences in alleviating the ca- 
lamities of the indigent. And I flatter 
myſelf, the following pages will bear ſome 
reſtimony, thar it has alſo been inſtru- 
mental in augmenting che ſtock of uſeful 
medical facts and obſervations. N 


IAM, indeed, fully aware, that thoſe who 
| 95 | read 


LO 
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read this publication with the ſole view of 
finding fault, will have no difficulty in de- 
tecting ample foundation for criticiſm, even 
when it is now preſented to the public in a 
third edition, and after repeated correc- 
tions. But ] truſt, that thoſe who peruſe it 
from the hopes of receiving information, 
may find ſome compenſation, for their la- 
bour. | 


Ir my efforts, however, have any effect 
of this kind, there is ſtill greater reaſon to 
hope that your exertions in behalf of the 
Diſpenſary, will have more obvious and 
more extenſive influence in promoting the 
public. good. The active part which you 
have taken in forwarding the erection of a 
building for its uſe, not only furniſhes 
it with many conveniences, but may pro- 
bably alſo have the effect of giving perpe- 
ruity to the inſtitution. If its ſalutary in- 
fluence ſhall thus be extended to poſterity, 
they ought then with gratitude to remem- 
ber, that thoſe who receive aid at the Diſ- 
penſary, when oppreſſed with the accu- 
mulated evils of poverty and diſeaſe, are 
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principally indebted to you for the bleſ- 
ſings derived from this charitable eſta- | 
. — 


1 hare . honour to 1 


Your ever faithful friend, 
Edinburgh, [ | 


July 20. 1784. ANDREW DUNCAN. 
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THEN I introduce ahi 80 volume to 
the public, it is not my intention 
to ſay any thing reſpecting the morives by 
which J have been prompted to publiſh it. 
Bur it is neceſſary Deny to explain the 
nature of the work itſelf. | 


"Tas reader will lar from the general 
title, chat it conſiſts of medical caſes ſelect- 
ed from the records of the Public Diſpen- 
ſary at Edinburgh, and®f remarks and 5 

obſervations delivered in lectures, of which © ' 
theſe cine were the e 


Ir was in conſequence of a Laggeſtion 
from ſeveral ſtudents of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, and in compliance with their re- 
queſt, that I firſt undertook to deliver lec- 

A tures. 


„„ ee. 
. tures at that place on the caſes of patients 
ſubjected to chronical diſeaſes. With this 
view, I then propoſed to give medicines 
gratis to a few patients only who might be 
the ſubject of lectures. But the number 
of indigent individuals, who made daily 
application to be admitted to the benefits 
of this inſtitution, ſoon led to the eſta- 
bliſhment of a Public Diſpenſary at Edin- 
burgh. By this means, ſome caſes, ſo 
peculiar and important in their nature, be- 
came the ſubje of theſe lectures, that 1 
concluded they might be of no inconſide- 
rable uſe, as affording medical inſtruction 
beyond the ſphere for which they were 
originally intended. And with this view 
the preſent ſelection of caſes and obſerva- 
tions is NOW Uupmitred to public exami- 

| natien. | | Yo 
The. caſes and ſubſequent reports are 
intended as a faithful record of facts. 
Some readers will, no doubt, conclude, 
that neither the ſingularity nor importance 
of theſe facts is ſuch as to merit great at- 
tention. 
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tention. It has often been ſaid, particularly 
by thoſe who prefer theoretical reaſoning to 
practical obſervation in medieine, that the 
publication of ſolitary facts, which lead to 
no general concluſion, can be of very little 


conſequence : and, on this. account, "it 


may be thought of equally little uſe to 


publiſh ſingular caſes, as to relate. thoſe  - 


which muſt daily occur to every practi- 
tioner. But he who wiſhes to regulate his 
practice, not by what a warm imagination 
may ſuggeſt, but by what has already 
happened, will prefer fair analogy to mere 
ſpeculation : and even the moſt enthu- 
ſiaſtic theoriſt muſt allow, that while 
facts are the baſis of his opinion, it is by 
theſe only that his ingenious - conjectures. 
can be fully confirmed. Practitioners of 


» . % * 
every ſect, then, muſt concur in wiſhing, 


that facts ſhould be accurately recorded 
and generally known: And if caſes have 
ſometimes been obtruded on the public 
which hardly deſerve notice, there is cer- 
tainly much more reaſon for regretting, 
that many facts, by which the medical art 

"10 | might 
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might be materially improved, are every 
day loſt, from neglect on the part of thoſe 
to whom they rave occurred; or that, at 
the utmoſt, they have ſerved only to in- 
ſtruct a ſingle individual, and the limited 
eircle of his acquaintance, while, by pub- 
lication, they would have proved much 
more extenſively uſeful. When, there- 
fore, I preſent to the public, caſes which 
afforded inſtruction to myſelf, my con- 
duct needs no apology,.and the intention, 
at leaſt, merits approbation. 
X 5 | 

Tux facts contained in the following 
volume, conſiſt principally of minute de- 
-ſcriptions of the ſymptoms and progreſs 
of diſeaſes, and of faithful accuẽ of the 
clteQs of nnn 

ver! is but fair to mention, thn the hi- 
ſtories of the caſes, taken at the admiſſion 
of the patients, were not drawn up by 
myſelf. © For theſe IJ have been indebted to 
the aid of three gentlemen, Mr William 
Browne . 2— Dr Samuel Byam 

Athill 
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Athill from Antigua, and Mr Charles 
Darwin from Litchfield, who, while they 
have been ſtudents of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, have, at different periods, offi- 
ciated as my aſſiſtants at the Diſpenſary. 
Of the accuracy with which theſe gentle- 
men have fulfilled this part of their duty, 
the reader muſt judge for himſelf, I ſhall 
only ſay, that if I had not repoſed the 
moſt thoxough confidence in their judge- 
ment and attention, I would never have 
intruſted them with an office, on the 
proper diſcharge of which my own repu- 
tion very much depended. 


In delineating the hiſtory of every caſe, 

I have, in general, recommended it to 
them, to begin with giving an account of 
the condition of the patient, indepen- 
dently of his diſeaſe; briefly mentioning 
the age, ſex, temperament, condition of 
life, and other circumſtances which could 
throw light on the nature of the patient's 
conſtitution : in the next place, to give a 
full deſcription of all the ſymptoms with 
A 3 9525 which 
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which the patient was affected at the time 
of drawing up the hiſtory: then to give 
an account of the progreſs of the diſeaſe: 
afterwards to enumerate thoſe remote cauſes 
which may be ſuppoſed to have had any 
ſhare, as inducing the affection: and laſtly, 
to mention the remedies employed before 
admiſſion, and the effects reſulting from 
theſe. This order, though neceſſarily va- 
ried by the circumſtances of different ca- 
ſes, has been pretty generally adhered to. 


In the ſubſequent reports, which may 
be conſidered as a continuation of the 
hiſtory, and which record the practice 
employed with a view to the cure, the 
method which I have in general followed 
has been, firſt, to mention the obvious 
effects which reſulted from the medicines 
that were uſed ; then to give an account 
of the changes which had happened with 
regard to ſymptoms before exiſting; next, 
to take notice of new occurrences, and 


of the ſtate of the principal functions; 


and laſtly, to conclude with preſcribing 
* ſuch 


FN 


ſuch medicines as the condition of the af- 
fection at the time ſeemed to indicate. I 
am far from alleging, that the plan which 
has here been followed, in giving a detail 
of facts, is free from objections. Yet, 
after frequetitly confidering this ſubject, 
it appears to me to afford a diſtin and 
accurate view of thoſe particulars which it 
is moſt material to know, reſpecting the 
appearances of diſeaſes in their nature 
 fingular, or the effects of remedies which 
have not been i in N uſe, 


AFTER this ſhort account of the method 
which has been proſecuted in relating 
caſes, I ſhall next ſay a few words reſpect- 
ing the plan which has been fallowed in 
delivering obſervations on theſe caſes. ' It 
has already been ſaid, that theſe obſerva- 
tions were firſt delivered as clinical or caſe 
lectures; and they are now preſented to 
the public, nearly in the ſame ſtate in 
which they were firſt given to thoſe gentle- 
men who did me the honour of attenging = 
my lectures. 5 


* 
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I HAVE often delivered it as my opinion, 
that it is hardly poſſible to. conceive any 
method of teaching the practical part of 
medicine, which is better calculated for 

conveying uſeful information, than clinical 
or caſe lectures. The benefits reſulting 
from theſe, indeed, muſt depend much 
on the judgment and abilities of the teach- 
er. And, in delivering theſe lectures with 
all the advantages of which they are ca- 
pable, the utmoſt medical knowledge, con- 
Joined with the longeſt experience, will be 
found unequal to the taſk, unleſs they be 
ſupported by unwearied attention, and 
unleſs. the remarks be delivered on a pro- 
per plan. Conſcious of my own deficien- 
ces, and of the numberleſs difficulties 
with which medicine is till perplexed, I 
am fully aware, that the obſervations here 
delivered, will not appear equally intereſt- 
ing to every reader; Apd I am far from 
aſſerting, that the plan which has here 
been followed, is the beſt that could be 
deviſed. Taking it for granted, however, 
that the ultimate aim of every practitioner 
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is to know diſeaſes, and to be able to cure | 
them, theſe objects are the baſis of my re- 
marks. My chief aim, then, in the ab- 
ſervations here delivered on particular cafes; 
has been to aſcertain the name and nature 
of the diſeaſe ; to point out thoſe general 
principles on which I imagined that a cure 
might moſt reaſonably be expected; and 
to mention the remedies: from which I 11 
thought that there was the greateſt chance 
of ſucceſs; But, as the reputation of a 
practitioner is often as much affected by 
the opinion which he may deliver reſpect- 
ing the event of a diſeaſe, as by tho 
judgment which he exerts in the treatment 
of it, the prognoſis alſo has been the ſubject 
of remark. And attention to the grounds 
of prognoſis, is a particular which merits 
ſerious conſideration from every one who 
is engaged in the practice of the healing 
art. While an unfortunate event, chat 
has not been foreſeen, will greatly injure 
his reputation, he will often derive more 
fame from a lucky prediction, than from 
the moſt judicious plan of cure, | 
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Ir is indeed to be obſerved, that, on the 
ſubject of prognoſis, I have delivered my 
ſentiments in lectures, with greater free- 
dom than any one ought to do in practice: 
and if my conjectures have not always 
been well founded, it will, J hope, at leaſt 
ſerve to ſhow, that, even where there are 
probable grounds for judgment, no cer- 
tain concluſion ought to be drawn. 


Bur although obſervations on the name 
and nature of each diſeaſe, on the prog- 
noſis, and on the practice, form the prin- - 
cipal part of the remarks; yet it muſt be 
allowed, that I have not unfrequently 
given place to reaſonings of a different na- 
ture. I have ſometimes taken an oppor- 


tunity of drawing, from particular caſes, 
proofs of peculiar doctrines; and of deli- 


vering conjectures, which ſome, perhaps, 
may conſider as in a great meaſure the 
work of 1magination. I hope, however, 
that, on ſuch occaſions, I have uniformly 
expreſſed myſelf with that diffidence which 
the intricacy of the ſubject demands: and 

| if 
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if my opinions reſpecting the nature of 
ſome diſeaſes, and the operation of ſome 
remedies; differ from the doctrines moſt 
commonly received, it ought to be re- 
membered, that theſe alſo are not eſta- 
bliſhed on infallible evidence. Even the 
mere ſuggeſtion of opinions, although not 
ſtrictly founded in truth, may lead to 
practices which will improve the healing 
art: and ſuppoſitions which can, at pre- 
ſent, be conſidered in no other light but 

as vague conjecture, may yet be confirm- 
ed by future obſervation. As far, there- 
fore, as theſe do not ſerve to miſlead in 
practice, they deſerve conſideration; and 1 
hope that any farther apology for intro- 
ducing them will be thought unneceſlary. 


AFTER this ſhort view of the nature of 
the preſent work, I leave the reader to form 
a judgment of it, from a candid conſidera- 
tion of its contents. By. that judgment, 
my future conduct will, in ſome meaſure, 
be regulated. And if the preſent produe- 
tion {hall ſo far meet with a favourable re- 

ception, 
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ception, as may give room for believing 
that it is not unacceptable to medical read- 
ers, when I have been able to collect ſuch 
materials as I think deſerve notice, I may, 
perhaps, ſubject another volume to oe 
examination. | 


Epi. 1ſt Oct. 5 
1777. 


Tur favourable reception which this 


volume has met with, puts it again in 


my power to preſent it to the public in 
a ſtate better deſerving their attention : 
And I hope, from the careful peruſal I 


have beſtowed upon it, ſome inaccuracies 
have been removed. To the preſent edi- 
tion I have added ſome explanatory notes, 


Theſe ſeemed now neceflary, as different 
formulz preſcribed were prepared accord- 


ing to the fixth edition of the Edinburgh 
*Pharmacopceia publiſhed in 1774. But in 
the ſeventh edition of that work, publiſh- 


ed 
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ed in 1783, ſeveral formulæ are altered, 
and many names changed. I have there- 
fore, on different occaſions, now ſubjoined 
the formula itſelf at full length. To this 
edition, I have alſo added a general view 
of the buſineſs of the Collegrum Caſuale, 
as it is at preſent conducted at the Public 
Diſpenſary of Edinburgh. This general 
ſketch was firſt printed for the uſe of ſtu- 
dents at the caſe - lectures, and to them it 
will be chiefly ſerviceable. But F hope 
it may alſo be of ſome advantage to 
others; and I think this will particu- 
larly be the caſe with that part of it in 
which I have delivered a plan for drawing 
up a hiſtory of the diſeaſe of any patient. 
This is a ſubject which ought to claim the 
attention of every practitioner. For there 
is no one who will not frequently have 
occaſion to commit ſuch hiſtories to wri- 
ting, either for conſulting practitioners at 
a diſtance, for communicating to the pu- 
blic obſervations which have been in- 
ſtructive to himſelf, or for preſerving with 
a view to his own improvement an exact 
account 
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account of the ſymptoms and progreſs of 
particular affections which he may have 
had occaſion treat. On the method how- 
ever in which theſe hiſtories are delineated, 
his own reputation, as well as the ſatisfac- 
tion, which he derives from the future pe- 
ruſal of them, muſt very much depend. 
If, therefore, a careful examination of the 
plan here propoſed can afford him any 
aid, the attention he beſtows upon it will 
not be unrewarded. 


Evin. Odd. i. ? 
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The Practice. 


Tur nal] Heads to be followed i in drawing 
up the Hiſtories of Caſes. 


I. An account of the condition of the patient. 
1. Age. 
2. Sex. 
3. Temperament. 

4.᷑. Condition in life. 

II. A deſcription: of the ſymptoms with which 
the patient is affected at the time of drawing up 

me hiſtory. | 

1. Evident ſymptons. 

2; Feelings of the patienrn. 

3. The ſtate of the principal functions. 
a. Pulſe, | 
b. Heat. 

c. Reſpiration. 
d. Excretions, 


HI. An account of the — of the diſeaſe. 
1. The manner of attack. 


2. The ſymptoms which have already wy | 
peared. 


3. The duration of the ie preſent Fraptorhs: 
| IV. An 
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IV. An enumeration of the remote cauſes which 
may be ſuppoſed to have had a ſhare as AP 
the affection. 

1. The patient's conjectures reſpecting theſe. 
2. The accidents to which the patient may 
have been expoſed previous to the com- 
mencement of the diſeaſe. 
3. The patient's former ſtate of health. _ 
4. The diſeaſes with which the parents or 
near relations of the patient * have 
been affected. 5 

V. An account of the influence of the remedies 
which have already been employed. 10 

1. An enumeration of the medicines which 

laue been uſed. 

2: The effcQs which have reſulted from theſe, 
3. The regimen and ſituation of the patient 
from the tim® of the attack. - - 
4. The effects which have reſulted from 
thence... o 

VI. The general heads to be e followed in giving 
reports. 

1. The obvious effects from the add 
that have been employed. 

2. The condition of the ſymptoms. 

3. An account of new occurrences. 

4. The ſtate of the principal functions. 

$5. The preſcription of medicines, 


1 
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COLLEGIUM CASUALE. 17 
- The" Leftures, 
A general view of the caſe of each patient on 


the beginning of the treatment of the caſe. 


1. Some account of the name and nature of 

| that diſeaſe. _ 

2. Conjectures reſpecting the probable event | 
of the diſcaſe.. 

3. A brief view of the En cla of cure, 
and of the method in which it is pro- 
poſed that it ſhall be proſecuted. - 

4. An account of ſchemes which may after- - 


1 wards be adopted, ſhould that which is 


tried at firſt prove unſucceſsful. 
Habe en : 
Practical obſervations%0n the caſe of each pa- 
tient after the treatment is terminated. 

1. Obſervations on the view which was given 
of the caſe when the treatment was be- 
gun. | 

2. Remarks on thoſe: parts of the plan of 
cure then propoſed, which were after- 
wards proſecuted during the courſe of 
the diſeale. _ * 

4. Obſervations on the effects reſulting from 
particular remedies uſed in the caſe. 

B "Ma 
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ö III. | 
A particular conſideration of caſes in their na- 
ture fingular and important, aſter they are ter- 
minatec. 
1. Remarks on the hiſtory. 
a. Reflections on the narration of Sn 
| toms introduced into the regiſter. 

b. A view of ſuch ſymptoms as indicate 

any particular affection. 

c. A compariſon of the hiſtory of the caſe 
with that of the diſeaſe to which it 
has the greateſt reſemblance. 

« Remarks on the Theory. 
a. Obſervations on the action of remote 
cauſes. 


b. An attempt to n the proxi- 
mate cauſe. 

c. An explanation of ſome of the princi- 
pal ſymptoms. 

d. Obſervations on the grounds of prog- 
nofis occurring during the courſe of 
the diſeaſe. 

3. Remarks on the practice. 
a. Obſervations on the general plan of 
ene. 
aa. Indicantia. 
bb. Indications. 
cc. Indicata. 


b. Obſer > 


COLLEGIUM CASUALE. 1g 
b. Obſervations on the particular reme- 
dies employed. 
aa. A view of the principles on Which 
they were expected to operate. 
bb. Obſervations on the obvious effects 
reſulting from them. 


cc. Remarks on the changes which they 
produced on the diſcaſe, 
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MEDICAL CASES, 
WITH, 5 


PRACTICAL REMARKS. 


A Caſe of EPILEPSY, cured by the Uſe of the 


Cuprum Ammoniacum. 


AMES LIND, aged twelve years, ad- 
mitted November 7. 1776, of a fair 
complexion, ſpare habit, and ſlender make, 
is affected with fits, which generally at- 
tack him once in the ſpace of a week, but 
which do not obſerve any regular period. 
In theſe fits, he becomes inſenſible, is 
affected with ſtrong convulſive motions of 
his legs and arms, and foams at the mouth. 
In this ſtate he uſually continues for near 
half an hour.. He then awakes, as if from 
| B 3 55A a 
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a ſleep, and complains of ſlight headach; 
but he has no conſciouſneſs of the manner 
in which he has been affected. Pulſe 108 
belly regular ; tongue moiſt ; appetite na- 
tural. 

Theſe fits began about four years ago; ; 
and had, from the beginning, nearly the 
ſame appearance as at preſent. But, at firſt, 
they were leſs frequent, and leſs ſevere. 
He knows no particular cauſe to which 
they can be aſſigned, But he has lived 
conſtantly in the ſame houſe with his mo- 
ther, who has been long affected with fi- - 
milar complaints; and he has all along 
flept in the ſame bed with her. 

No medicines have as yet been employed 
with a view to remove this diſtemper. 


Capiat pilulam cæruleam unam omni note 


Bora ſomni *. 
Novem- 


9 + The pilulz cœruleæ were firſt introduced into the 
ſixth edition of the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, and are 
directed to be prepared in the following manner. 

B. Cupri ammoniaci grana ſedecim 

Mice panis ſcrupulos quatuor 

Spt. ſalis ammoniaci quantum ſatis fit. 

Fiat maſſa dividenda in pilulas triginta duas equa- | 
tes. 
| In 
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November 16. He had ſome ſickneſs 
from the firſt doſes of the pills, but they 
never occaſioned vomiting. He has had 
but one fit ſince he began the pills; it was, 
however, rather more ſevere, and of longer 
duration, than his fits have uſually been 
before. Caprat pilulam carulcam unam omni 
mane & veſpere. 


OBSERVATIONS on this Caſe, delivered 
November 30. 

Tr1s boy is our patient for a complaint 
in many reſpects ſimilar to that with which 
his mother is affected; who is alſo, at pre- 
ſent, under our care. We have little he- 
ſitation in pronouncing the affection, to 
which he is ſubjected, to be epilepſy. Of 
this almoſt ſufficient evidence is afforded, 
from thoſe convulſive motions occurring 
in paroxyſms with which he is at times 
affected. It is indeed true, that in hyſte- 

e ric 
In the ſeventh edition of our Pharmacopceia, the 
ſame formula is ſtill retained. But in place of the 


name of Pilulæ Cerulee, that of Pilulg d Cupro, is now 
with much greater propriety employed. 
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ric fits, which, unqueſtionably, conſtitute 
an affection of a very different nature, 
appearances ſomewhat ſimilar alſo occur; 
and, in ſome inſtances, the diſtinction be- 
tween the two diſeaſes is very difficult. 
But, in the caſe before us, there is, I 
think, little room for doubt. It gives 
ſome preſumption of epilepſy that our pa- 
tient is a male. The male ſex, although 
it ſometimes happens, are but rarely ſub- 
jected to hyſteria. Beſides this, many of 
the ſymptoms commonly attending hyſte- 
ria, particularly the affections of the ali- 
mentary canal, are here abſent. Our pa- 
tient has never been affected with the ſenſe 
of a ball riſing to his throat, the globus Hy- 
 ftericas, as it has been called, which many 
reckon a pathognomonic ſymptom of that 
affection. His fits are attended with foam 
ing at the mouth; which; although it may 
ſeem to be a circumſtance but of little im- 
portance, yet very rarely, if ever, occurs 
in proper hyſteric fits. But we have here 
a ſymptom affording a ſtill ſtronger di- 
ſtinction than any of thoſe already men- 


108 
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tioned, in the total abolition of ſenſe, 
which occurs during his fits. After he has 
recovered from his fits, he is not conſcious 
of any thing that has happened to him. On 

the other hand, in hyſteric fits; although 
patients be unable to ſpeak, yet they ſee 
what paſles around them, they hear what 

is ſaid, and can recollect what has happen- 
ed. From all theſe circumſtances taken to- 


gether, then, I pronounce the patient to . 


be affected with epilepſy. 

It will naturally occur as a queſtion, to 
what cauſe the epilepſy, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, 1s to be attributed. The preſump- 
tion is, that this patient derives his diſ- 


eaſe from his mother. She had long la- 


boured under ſimilar complaints before 
he was ſubjected to them. But, although 
this gives a probability that his affection, 


in ſome meaſure, originated from that 


of his parent, yet there is here room for 
doubt reſpecting the manner in which 
this may be ſuppoſed to happen. It is on 
all hands allowed, that epilepſy is an he- 


reditary affection. And there are many 


who 


\ 
por, 
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who contend, that it is one of thoſe diſ- 
eaſes which may be propagated by infec- 
tion. It falls, therefore, to be inquired, 
whether the diſeaſe of our patient can be 
aſcribed to any of theſe cauſes, or whether 
there is reaſon ro conclude that it proceeds 
from neither. | | 
To the ſuppoſition of its depending on 
a hereditary diſpoſition, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, there are many objections. We 
are aſſured, that, except his mother, no 
one elſe of his relations has ever been af- 
fected with ſuch a complaint. And, with 
his mother, the diſeaſe is ſaid to have 
ariſen from violent agitation of mind, 
occaſioned by the ſudden death of her 
huſband, an event which did not hap- 
pen till ſeyeral years after the birth of this 
ſon. 
That epilepſy is a diſeaſe really of an in- 
fectious nature, capable of being commu- 
nicated by contact, is an opinion, in ſup- 
port of which I know no probable argu- 
ment. But it is well known, that, with 
yery delicate habits, diſeaſes which can- 


not 
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not be ſaid to be infectious, are yet catch- 
ing, from the principle of imitation. Of 
this we have a remarkable inſtance in hy- 
teria, When ſeveral patients, ſubjected 
to this affection, are lodged in the ſame 
ward of an hoſpital, it is often obſerved, 
that the fit of one brings on that of ano- 
ther. And what, in this reſpec, holds of 
hyſteria, may be readily ſuppoſed to hold 
with epilepſy, where the appearance of the 
fits is much more terrible. 

I would then conſider the diſeaſe of this 
patient, not as the conſequence of infection 
from fleeping with his mother, but as 
proceeding from his having frequently had 
. occaſion to ſee her ſubjected to fits. We 
may therefore, I think, confider his diſ- 
caſe as proceeding from fear, or at leaſt 
from a ſtrong emotion of mind. And 
this is not the firſt inſtance I have met 
with, where I have reckoned it probable, 
that, with delicate habits, epilepſy was to 
be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe. Not many 
months ago, my practice in the Royal In- 
firmary furniſhed me with a caſe, which 

| = x 
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I conſidered to be a ſtriking inſtance of 
this. WE 
The prognoſis which I am diſpoſed to 
give in the preſent caſe, is leſs unfavour- 
able than in moſt inſtances of epilepſy. I 
muſt own, indeed, that I entertain no 
very ſanguine hopes of recovery. For epi- 
lepſy, even in its ſlighteſt form, is always a 
ſtubborn affection. At the ſame time, I ſee 
no reaſon to dread any immediate danger 
in the preſent inſtance. It is indeed true, 
we can never be certain, that a patient 
ſubjected to epilepſy, may not be cut off 
even by the very next fit. Yet, upon the 
whole, it is one of thoſe diſeaſes which is 
more terrible than really dangerous. And 
it will even continue with greater violence 
than in the preſent inſtance, during the 
whole courſe of a very long life. We 
may farther remark, that, while it is a 
diſeaſe which, on ſome occaſions at leaſt, 
has admitted of cure, there is, perhaps, 
as good a chance of ſucceſs in the preſent 
inſtance, as in moſt others. There is no 
circumſtance which would lead us to be- 
| lieve, 
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lieve, that his diſeaſe ariſes from any 
fixed or irremovable cauſe. And, as our 
patient is yet at an early period of life, 


his ſyſtem muſt neceſſarily be ſubjected to 


ſeveral changes. From theſe, even with- 
out the aid of remedies, we may expect 
ſome effect, as tending to diminiſh the 
mobility of the ſyſtem: and I am not 
without hope, that, by proper treatment, 
his diſeaſe may be alleviated, if not re- 
moved, | 

The removal of fits of epilepſy is, I ap- 
prehend, chiefly to be expected upon one 
of two grounds; either by the removal of 
the exciting cauſe, or by inducing ſuch a . 
change in the ſtate of the nervous power, 
that the exciting cauſe will ceaſe to have 
its former effect. 

On the laſt of theſe footings, I ave 
begun an attempt to cure with the preſent *» 


patient. And I have preſcribed for him 


one of the moſt. powerful tonics with 
which I am acquainted: I mean the cu- 
prum ammoniacum. This remedy has, 
of late, been much uſed in epilepſy ; and 
many 
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many are inclined to think, that it has 


been employed in different inſtances with 
great ſucceſs. I wiſh, therefore, in the 


preſent, which I confider to be a favour- 
able inſtance of epilepſy, to give it a full 
and fair trial; and, that we may be more 
certain of its effects, I ſhall not conjoin 
with it any other medicine. Like other 
preparations of copper, however, it is a 
ſubſtance of great activity. It requires, 
therefore, to be managed with much cau- 
tion; and it is neceſſary that we ſhould 
begin with a ſmall doſe: yet, to obtain 
its full effect, the doſe muſt be gradually 
increaſed to as great an extent as the pa- 
tient is able to bear. 

Should this remedy, after ſuch a trial, 
fail in producing the effect which we ex- 
pect from it, I mean to conjoin it with a 
medicine, which I imagine is in ſome 


meaſure of the ſame nature; that is, the 


flowers, or more properly the calx, of zinc. 


T am led to ſuggeſt this trial on the au- 


thority of Doctor Odier of Geneva. He 


| thinks that he has found good effects from 


ſuch 
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ſuch a conjunction, where each of the re- 


| medies, taken by itſelf, had failed. And, 


what may be conſidered as ſomewhat ſin- 
gular, he found, that this conjunction did 
not require a diminution of the doſe of 


either. According to his obſervations, a 


patient will bear, without fickneſs, as 
much of both taken together, as of each 
ſeparately. Should both theſe remedies 
fail, I would not yet deſpair of a cure in 
this caſe. Even the ſame remedies, ata 
later period of life, may have the effect of 


removing this complaint. And, ſhould 


they at preſent fail, after a fair trial, we 
may have recourſe to Peruvian bark and 
cold bathing. If all theſe give no allevia- 
tion, I muſt own I ſhall loſe hopes of be- 


ing, at preſent, of ſervice to this patient. 


Yet I would not ſay that he may not af- 
terwards be recovered. For, as far as I 
can judge from my own obſervation, I 
think there can be little doubt, that epi- 
lepſy 1s a more frequent diſeaſe at early 


than at advanced periods of life; and that 


not a few recoveries happen even ſpon- 
taneouſly | 
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taneouſly. But, of the termination of this 
caſe, we ſhall perhaps be able to ſpeak 
with more confidence when we have made 
ſome of the trials propoſed. 


Subſequent REPORTS. 


November 30. He has had no fickneſs 
from the continuance of the pills. His 
fits are now leſs frequent, and do not take 
place on the ſame accidents which for- 
merly induced them. Capiat pilulas cæru- 
leas duas omni notte h. ſ. et pilulam unam 
omni mane. 

December 14. He has had no fit PH 
the laſt report, although he has taken 
none of the pills for ſome days. In other 
reſpects he enjoys good health; and it 
is obſerved, that he is not now affected 
with ſtartings during his ſleep, which were 
before frequent with him. Continuentur 
Pilulæ cerulee : fed e folummodo unam 
ommi notte, 

December 21. He al taken a pill re- 
gularly every night, and hull continues 

free 
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free from any return of ys Continuentur 
philulæ ut anten. A i 

December 28. He continues free from 
even the leaſt appearance of his former fits. 
But he was affected with vomiting after 
his laſt pill; and, ſince that, he has com- 


plained of the want of appetite. Intermii- 


tantur pilulæ cæruleæꝶ; et capiat pulveris cor- 
ticis Peruviani ſcrupulum r- omni mane 
et wveſpere. ty 
January 4. He nil continues free 48 
any return of the fits, and he has had no | 
ſickneſs fince he omitted the __— cœruleæ. 
Let him be diſmiſſed. 5 


OBSERVATIONS delivered January 11. 


I formerly pronounced the caſe of this 
patient to be epilepſy, and I conſidered it 
to be the conſequence of the diſeaſe of his 
mother, in the ſame manner as other ner- 
vous affections are communicated by the 
principle of imitation, or by ſtrong mental 
affections. Since the treatment of this 
caſe was begun, I have found no reaſon to 
alter my opinion with reſpe& to it. I 
| C muſt, 
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muſt, however, obſerve, that the termina- 


tion which has taken place, has been 


more favourable than I expected. I know 
no remedy. on which we can rely with 
any great degree of confidence, for the 
removal of this affection. In every caſe, 


therefore, the event muſt be very uncer- 


tain. | 

LI obſerved, however, that, from the opi- 
nion I had formed reſpecting the caufe 
giving riſe to this patient's epilepſy, I 
tooked upon it to be a caſe in which there 
was a better chance of cure chan in moſt 
others; and I was led to entertain hopes, 
principally from the fuppoſition, that 
this complaint was not ſupported by any 


local affection. Theſe hopes have now 


been more than fulfilled. For this patient 
has obtained, if not a perfect cure, at leaſt 
a fuſpenſion of his diſeaſe much ſooner 


than I expected. He has not only been 


freed from fits at the periods when they 
formerly occurred, but, even when he 


has been ſubjected to rhofe exciting cauſes 


which formerly induced them, he has ſuf- 
1 : fered 
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fered no diſturbance. And that a material 
change has taken place in his conſtitution, 
is demonſtrated, by his being free from 
ſtartings during his ſteep. This, I think, 
affords inconteſtable evidence of a nn. 
tion of irritability. 

In this ſituation, I reckoned it ITY 
ſary that he ſhould any longer continue 
his attendance here. I would not, how- 
ever, from this, be underſtoad to pro- 
nounce that he is perfectly cured. And I 
ſhall not be ſurpriſed at hearing that he 


has again returns of his fits, eſpecially if 


he ſtill continues to be expoſed to the 
ſame occaſional cauſe which at firſt in- 


duced theſe fits. Vet I cannot help think - 


ing, that there is ſome ground for ho- 
ping chat this may not be the caſe; parti - 
cularly, if his mother follow the advice I 
have given her, of getting him placed at 
ſome diſtance from herſelf. 

In the treatment of this caſe, I remghs 5 
ed, that we might proceed on two differ- 
ent footings. In ſuch inſtances, a cure 
may be aimed at, either by attempting 
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the removal of the exciting cauſe, or by 
endeavouring to induce ſuch a change in 
the ſtate of the nervous energy, that, al- 
though exciting cauſes ſtill continued to 
act, they ſhould ceaſe to be productive of 
the former effect. It is on the laſt of theſe 
principles that I apprehend relief is moſt 
frequently afforded in epilepſy. It would 
ſeem, from many phznomena, that a cer- 
tain degree of mobility in the nervous 
energy, and irritability in the moving 
fibres, are neceſſary conditions for the oc- 
currence of epileptic fits, even in thoſe 
caſes where the diſeaſe may be faid to de- 
pend on a local affection. And hence it 
is, that relief has ſometimes been obtained 
from different tonic medicines, where 
epilepſy has even been produced by an 
exoſtoſis within the ſkull. It was on this 
general principle, then, that I propoſed 
to attempt a cure in the preſent caſe; and, 
through the whole treatment, I found no 
reaſon to alter my plan. 
7 I began the treatment of this caſe with 
14 putting our patient on the uſe of the Pi- 
| 355 lulæ 
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lulz cerulee, a new formula of the Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopceia. I need not obſerve, 
that the only active part of theſe pills is a 
Preparation of copper. And here, per- 
haps, that metal is in the mildeſt faline 
ſtate to which it can be reduced. 

The introduction of the uſe of copper 
for medical purpoſes, ſeems'to have been 
of very ancient date. For the beſt hiſtory 
that I know of it, I may refer you to an 
1naugural diſſertation De Cupro, publiſhed 
at the Univerſity of Edinburgh, about 
twenty years ago, by Dr Ruſſel. In its 
pure metallic ſtate, it is capable of exert- 
ing no aQtion on the human body, unleſs 
in a mechanical way. But it would ap- 
pear, that ſeveral preparations of it, as the 
ſquamæ, verdegris, and the like, were 
employed externally for medical purpo- 
ſes, as early as the days of Hippocrates; 
but, when taken internally, it was long 
conſidered as a poiſon. And, indeed, ſuch 
are its ſtimulant effects, that the greateſt 
part of the preparations cannot be em- 
ployed, even in ſmall doſes. This is par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly the caſe with reſpect to verdegris. 
In all its faline ſtares, however, it has not 
an equally violent action as a ſtimulus. 
And, from its aſtringent power externally, 


it was concluded, that it might have the 


ſame effect on the ſyſtem from enn 
uſe. 

It is now determined by experience, 
that, of all the preparations of copper, 
thoſe with the neutral ſalts, particularly 
with the ammoniacal ſalts, are the leaſt 
virulent. And it is not improbable, that 
the remedy introduced by Mr Boyle, un- 
der the title of Ent Venerig, was of this 
kind. On this remedy he beſtows very 
high encomiums, in all difeaſes attended 
with univerſal laxity. Since the days of 


Mr Boyle, the cuprum ammoniacum has 


been recommended ro the attention. of 
practitioners by ſeveral German writers. 

Papers on this ſubje& are to be met with 
in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Berlin, and in the Ephemerides Germa- 


nicæ. Since the publication of theſe pa- 


pers, it has not unfrequently been em- 
ployed 


ployed in epilepſy. | And it has been 
alleged, that the uſe of this preparation of 
copper has often been attended with con- 
ſiderable advantage. It is not, indeed, to 


be imagined, that we ſhall ever obtain a 


remedy which will prove effectual in every 
caſe of epilepſy. Ir is, however, of great 
conſequence to poſſeſs one which will ſuo- 
ceed in ſome inſtances. 

I have uſed this remedy in ſeveral caſes 
before the preſent came under my care. 
In ſome of them, I could not ſay that it 
was of any benefit; in others, it had, I 


think, manifeſtly good effects. But I 


muſt, at the ſame time, add, that no caſe 
has come under my care, in which it was 
productive of ſo remarkable benefit as in 
the preſent. I do not, however, mean to 
repreſent this as the ſtrongeſt inſtance of 
the ſucceſs that has been had from it. A 
caſe, in its circumſtances much more ob- 
ſtinate, terminating ſacceſsfully, is re- 
corded by Dr Ruſſel in the diſſertation I 
haye already mentioned. There, indeed, 
the remedy was long continued, and to a 
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very conſiderable extent. It was given, 
even to the quantity of nine grains, three 
times a-day; and not only without bad 
effects, but even with the beſt conſe- 
quences. 
I hold the cuprum ammoniacum, how- 
ever, from its ſtimulant effects, to be one 
of thaſe medicines which requires always 
to be begun in ſmall doſes. Iordered for our 
preſent patient, then, at the commencement, 
one pill only. And each of the pilulæ cæ- 
rulcæ contains but half a grain of the cu- 
prum. This doſe was repeated morning 
and evening. At firſt, it occaſioned a flight - 
degree of fickneſs; but as this fickneſs 
was neither attended with vomiting nor 
looſeneſs, I ſoon ventured to double the 
doſe in the evening. For, it may be ob- 
Teryed, that medicines of this nature have 
leſs effect in producing ſickneſs when they 
are given in the evening, than when they 
arc taken with an empty ſtomach. While 
he continued the medicine to this extent, 
the frequency of his fits gradually dimi- 
niſhed, and in no long time they entirely 
left 
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left him. In place, therefore, of farther 
increaſing the doſe, I thought it neceſſary 
to diminiſh it. And even when this. was 
done, there was ſtill ſome ſuſpicion of its 
exciting vomiting. From this. ſuſpicion, 
I was induced entirely to omit the uſe of 
it. But that I might not ſuddenly give up 
a powerful tonic, I ordered, as a ſubſtitute, 
the Peruvian bark; and after continuing 
this for ſome time, as he had not any threat- 
ening of fits, I reckoned it unneceſſary to 
keep him any longer on our liſt, I have 
accordingly diſmiſſed him; and I ſhall 
have much ſatisfaction if I learn that he 


continues free from any return of his af- 
fection. 


- SEQUEL, 


This patient left his mother's houſe ſoon 
after he was diſmiſſed from attendance at 
the Diſpenſary, and continued for ſeveral 
months without the leaſt threatening of 
his former affection. But, about the middle 
of June, he again returned to reſide with 

his 
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his mother; not many weeks after which, 
he liad a fit. He had, however, no farther 


return, although he lived with his mother 
For the ſpace of ſeveral months, and al- 


though her fits ſtill continued to be very 
frequent. N 
This patient ſtill continues, January 10. 


1783, free from any farther return of his 


Epilepſy, and in other reſpects enj oys 
good health. 


II. 


An Enlargement of the Abdomen, of a 
doubtful nature, Wares termmated ſucceſſ= 


fill. 


— „aged ſeven years, ad- 
mitted November 8. 1776, has a 
conſiderable ſwelling of the abdomen, 
which is very tenſe. She alſo complains 
of great thirſt, and her appetite is much 
impaired. There is no obvious ſwelling 
on any other part of her body. During 
| EA the 
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the night, ſhe is very reſtleſs, and {leeps 
ill, frequently complaining of pain in her 
belly; and ſhe is alſo ſometimes obſerved 
to pick her noſe. Her reſpiration is rather 
more laborious than natural. Her urine 
is ſcanty, tongue clean, {kn moiſt, belly 
regular. 

The ſwelling of her dnn firſt ap- 
peared about five years ago, and it has 


gradually increaſed ever fince. About 


four years after it firſt began, ſhe was at- 
tacked with a fever, during which ſhe 
paſſed four round worms; and ſhe alfo diſ- 
charged one about two months ago. She' 
has complained of thirſt ever ſince ſhe was 
weaned. 

She knows no cauſe to which theſe com- 
plaints can be aſſigned. She has uſed 
ſome medicines, but does not know what 
they were, and obtained no relief from 
them. 

5. Pulveris cremoris tartari erden 

Pulveris corticis cinnamomi OE dew 
erm M. 12 


Cupiat deſin quarta quague hive. 
Novem- 
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November 16. The powders, which 
have been taken regularly, have produced 
no looſeneſs; but the quantity of her urine 
is ſomewhat increaſed. The ſwelling of 
her belly is nothing diminiſhed, and her 
thirſt is nothing abated ; but her. appetite 
is ſomewhat mended. Belly regular; pulſe 
120. - Continuetur. pulvis cremoris tartar: ut 
antea; et 
. Calomelanos grana tria 
Pulveris radicis feille exſiccatæ ſcrupu- 
lum unum 
Saponis Hiſhani drachmam unam 
Syrups ſimplicis quantum ſufficit ut fiat 
maſſa, dividenda in pilulas granorum 
FJuinguc. 
Capiat pilulam unam omni nocte hora 
ſomni. | | 
November 23. The pills have neither 
_ occaſioned vomiting, nor any manifeſt 
ſickneſs ; but ſhe has had, every day for 
ſome time paſt, frequent loofe ſtools, at-. 
tended with ſevere gripes, which ſhe aſ- 
cribes to the powders. The quantity of 
__ urine 18 not increaſed fince laſt report. 
x" 
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Her appetite is worſe, and the ſwelling. of 


her belly is nothing diminiſhed. Pulſe 5 


100; thirſt rather more moderate. Capiat 
dofin pulveris cremoris tartari omni mane, et 
A r ſcilliticam omni nocte. 

November 30. Her looſe ſtools has 
been leſs frequent ſince the laſt report; 


and ſhe has in general diſcharged near five 


pounds of urine during the ſpace of twenty- 
four hours. The ſwelling of her belly is 
ſomewhat diminiſhed every morning, but 
it again increaſes towards night. It was 
this morning leſs than it has been for ſome 
years before. Her thirſt is more moderate, 
her appetite mended. Pulſe 96. — 
tur medicamenta ut antea, 


OBSERVATIONS delivered December 7. 


Taz diſeaſe of this patient, in my opi- 
mon, 1s not altogether without ambiguity. 
There are, indeed, many ſymptoms here, 
which are conſidered as the characterizing 
marks of a dropfical affection. From the 
ſwelling of the abdomen, the difficulty of 
breathing, 
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breathing, the thirſt, and ſcarcity of urine, 
we might conclude, that ſhe is ſubjected 
to aſcites. I am inclined to think that 
 _- this is really the caſe, But here a very 
eſſential circumſtance is wanting. With 
this ſwelling of the belly, there is no evi- 
dent fluctuation: a circumſtance which is 
almoſt conſtantly obſerved where an en- 
largement of the abdomen depends upon 
waterz or even where any other liquid, 
ſuch, for example, as blood, pus, or the 
| like, is depoſited in the cavity of the ab- 
| domen. The want of fluctuation, then, 
would naturally lead us to inquire, how 
far there is reaſon to ſuſpect that the ſwel- 
ling here depends on any other cauſe. 
And there is the rather room for- ſuch 
an inquiry, as there is no appearance of 
effuſed water in any other part of the ſy- 
ſtem. Pure aſcites, indeed, may, and fre- 
quently does exiſt; yet, for the moſt part, 
it is conjoined with other dropſical affec- 
tions. 
There are two other ſuppoſitions reſpect- 
ing the cauſe of this ſwelling, which here 
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naturally preſent themſelves. It ſometimes 


happens, that ſwellings, in appearance, 


fimilar to the preſent, depend upon a ſo- 
lid matter. But to this ſuppoſition there 


are here two unſurmountable objections. 
The firſt may be drawn from the progreſs 


the abdomen depends upon a ſolid matter, 
it very generally begins at a particular 


: | ſpot, and from thence it is gradually ex- 
e tended to other parts of the abdomen. But, 
i in the preſent caſe, although the increaſe 
n, has been gradual, yet it has been uni- 
_ formly extended over the whole, and no 
1 particular local hardneſs has ever been diſ- 
e. covered. Beſides this, ſwellings depend- 
ch ing on a ſolid matter are not liable to ſud- 
of den changes. With our patient, however, 
y- ſuch changes manifeſtly occur. Hence, 
0 for the ſuppoſition of the ſwelling depend- 
it, ing on ſolid, there is little foundation. | 
TR Another ſuppoſition 1s, that the ſwelling 
here occurring may depend upon air ; 
Ae that is, that our patient may be ſubjected 
ere to tympanites. But of this affection alſo 


ſome 


of the diſeaſe, Where the enlargement of 


hs 
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ſome of the chief ſymptoms are wanting, 
No ſound is obſerved to be emitted on per- 
cuſſion of the abdomen, nor is any relief 
afforded on the diſcharge of wind. The 
firſt of theſe particulars, however, is the 
almoſt conſtant attendant of abdominal, and 
the laſt of inteſtinal, tympanites. Upon 
the whole, then, I reckon it at leaſt the 
moſt probable ſuppoſition, that this ſwelling 
depends on water. The want of fluctua- 
tion may ariſe from different circumſtan- 
ces. It may depend upon the ſtate of the 
integuments; it may ariſe from the condi- 
tion of the viſcera; or it may proceed from 
the water being contained in hydatides. 
And, although I conſider the thirſt and 
ſcarcity of urine as giving ſtrong pre- 
ſumption of a dropſical affeQtion, yet 1 
ſhall not be ſurpriſed to find that it turns 
out of a complicated nature, neither entire- 
ly depending on water nor air, but Ray 
on both. 

With this uncertainty, I am not here 
diſpoſed to give a very favourable prog- 
noſtic. The youth of this patient is indeed 
ſome- 
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ſomewhat in her favour; and it is ſtill 
more ſo, that ſhe has received, at leaſt, 
temporary relief, from the quantity of her 
urine being increaſed. But, theſe circum- 
ſtances excepted, moſt others are againſt 
our patient. While we have much uncer- 
tainty reſpecting the nature of the diſeaſe, 
we have at leaſt ſome reaſon to dread a lo- 


cal affection; and, from the pain of the 


belly of which ſhe complains, we can prog- 


noſticate nothing favourable. From the 


continuance of her diſeaſe, alſo, we may 
conclude it to be of a ſtubborn nature. 
For, although ſhe be but eight years old, 
her affection has been obſerved for no leſs 
than five of theſe. And there are even ſome 
indications of its being of a much earlier 
date; for we may conſider, as a fymptom 
of it, the thirſt with which ſhe has been 
affected from the time that ſhe was on the 
breaſt. To all theſe circumſtances, it is far- 
ther to be added, that her complaints have 
already reſiſted the power of ſeveral medi- 
eines. If, therefore, her diſeaſe admits of a 

D ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy and fortunate termination, it is, E 
own, much more than I expect. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, that hitherto I have 
taken no notice of a circumſtance particu- 
larly mentioned in this caſe, that is, the 
worms which ſhe has, at different times, 
been obſerved e by ſtool. There 


are ſome Fractitionert 


eircumſtamces rg. decur, Jwould look 
upon worpns in the 1nteflapal canal to 
be the cauſe of, the grea 
all, the ſympts 31 muſt, however, own, 
that I do not ſuſpect them to have any *' 
connection with the preſent complaint. 
Worms, indeed, in the inteſtines, are by 
no means a rare occurrence; yet, as far 
as my inquiries go, I think I may venture 
to aſſert, that in this country they are 
leſs frequent than in ſome others; and far- 
- ther, that now they are leſs frequent here 
than they were formerly, which I am in- 
| _ elined to aſcribe to changes which have 
i | taken place with reſpect to diet. Caſes 
are often to be met. with, in which they 
| | are unqueſtionably ani of the moſt 
| 5 threat- 
| 
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threatening and moſt anomalous ſymptoms; 
yet there can be no doubt, that they are 
frequently preſent in the alimentary canal 
when they are productive of no inconve- 
nience. This ſufficiently appears from their 
being obſerved to be diſcharged where 
there has been no preceding uneaſineſs. 
In the caſe before us, they appeared 
chiefly during the courſe of a fever. It 
is to be remarked, that, during febrile 
affections, worms frequently appear; and 
when this is the caſe, there are many who 
are diſpoſed to conſider them as the cauſe 
of the fever. This concluſion, however, 
zs, I imagine, often drawn without good 
reaſon ; and I cannot help thinking, that 
they are frequently diſcharged merely in 
conſequence of the fever. It would ſeem, 
that, from the morbid affection which ex- 
iſts, probably from the increaſed heat of 
the body, their ſituation becomes diſagree- 
able to them. And I reckon it probable, 
that this may have been the caſe in the in- 
ſtance before us. Our patient has, even 
of late indeed, diſcharged one, which 
D 2 gives 
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gives a preſumption that there may be ſtill 
others preſent. And the action of theſe 
on the alimentary canal, may either be 
the cauſe of ſome ſymptoms, or may ag- 
gravate them: yet, admitting this, I muſt 
own, I do not conſider them as forming 
any dangerous part of the affection; and 
I do not think that our attempts to cure 
are to be directed with a view to theſe. ' 
Reſpecting the general plan of cure, 


from what has been ſaid, it may be con- 
cluded that I am ſomewhat at a loſs. I 


have, however, begun the treatment of 
this caſe, on what I reckon the moſt pro- 
bable ſuppoſition ; that is, the idea of its 
being a dropfical affection. Suppoſing 
that there is a collection of water in the 
cavity of the abdomen, it is my intention 
to attempt to diſcharge it by natural out- 


lets. Of theſe, the chief are evacuation by 


ſtool and urine. From the firſt of theſe, 


we can obtain the moſt immediate and 


moſt ſudden diſcharge: from the laſt, the 
evacuation which takes place has the leaſt 
influence as debilitating the patient; and, 

on 
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on this account, diuretics can be uſed 
with more regularity, and for a greater 
length of time, than purgatives. To theſe, 
therefore, I am chiefly diſpoſed to truſt in 
the preſent caſe; yet I with, in ſome de- 
gree, to conjoin the advantages both from 
diuretics and purgatives. It is from theſe 
conſiderations that I have put this patient 
on the uſe of two different remedies; cream 
of tartar and ſquills. While the firſt ope- 
rates moſt immediately as a purgative, 
it is, at the ſame time, powerfully diure- 
tic. The laſt is intended ſolely with a view 
of increaſing the quantity of urine. If 
from theſe medicines we can obtain a co- 
pious diſcharge of urine, with a diminu- 
tion of the ſwellings, and at the ſame time 
without debility, it may go far towards 
the recovery of the patient. | 
Indropſical affections, however, I conſider 
the evacuation of the water as the leaſt im- 
portant part of the cure: and, in almoſt 
every caſe, it is a more difficult matter to 
prevent the return of effuſion, than to pro- 
duce evacuation, It may therefore be ne- 
. ceſſary, 
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ceſſary, in order to ſecure che good effects 
which may be derived from theſe evacuants, 
to have recourſe to Peruvian hark, and other 
tonics. But I would by no means be un- 
| | | derſtood to promiſe that we ſhall ever come | 
' this length in the cure; and we may even 
be ſoon ſatisfied, that the preſent plan is 
not to be perſiſted in. The evacuation 
may be greater than our patient is able to 
bear, or it may take place without a dimi- 
| nution of the ſwellings. In either caſe, it 
would be prejudicial. Suppoſing this to 
| happen, I muſt own, that I cannot, at pre- 
i ſent, even conjecture what meaſures I may 
then be diſpoſed to adopt. I ſhall proba- 
| bly, hawever, try ſome of thoſe medicines 
which more immediately tend to increaſe 
| 


1 the tone of the alimentary canal; particu- 
| larly thoſe which paſs under the general titles 
FL - of ſtomachic and carminative medicines. 
It is, in ſome meaſure, with an intention 
of this kind, that I mean to conjoin, with 
the preſent courſe, friction of the abdo- 
. men. And, merely as an inducement to 
its being continued for a ſufficient length 
| | 8 of 
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of time, I ſhall order it to be performed 
either with oil or with ſome ſoft powder, 
but without expecting from theſe any 
other effect than as leading to the continu- 

ance of the friction. | 


SEQUEL. 


Soon after the 5th of December, beſides 
the continuance of the cream of tartar and 
ſquills, directions were given, that this 
patient ſhould have her belly carefully 
rubbed every evening for the ſpace of half 
an hour. And, as the repeated evacua- 
tions by ſtool ſeemed to induce debility, 
the purgatives were ordered to be inter- 
mitted, But not long after this, on ex- 
poſure to accidental cold, the ſwelling 
of her abdomen was very conſiderably 
increaſed ; and as, at this time, her 
belly was rather bound, the ſquill-pills 
were omitted, and the cream of tartar re- 
peated in the form of electuary, conjoined 
with a ſmall proportion of gamboge. This 
purged her briſkly, and had ſoon the ef- 
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fect of diminiſhing ſomewhat the ſwellin 83 


but, even after ſhe had continued it for a 
conſiderable length of time, the ſwelling 
was by no means entirely removed. Up- 
on this ſhe was put on the uſe of a mix- 
ture, the baſis of which was the finctura 
amara. After the uſe of this mixture, 
there took place a conſiderable diſcharge 
of wind, in the way of flatus, and the 
ſwelling fell a little. It did not, however, 
entirely diſappear. But as ſhe continued, 
in other reſpects, in good health, and was 
no longer affected with the thirſt, want 


of appetite, pain of her belly, ſcarcity of 


urine, or other ſymptoms which were 
moſt diſtreſſing at the time of admiſſion, 
ſhe was diſmiſſed about the middle of 
March. 5 ee 


CASE 
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88 
* old | 91 
A Cutaneous AFFECTION, treated by 
the external Application of Curroſive Subli- 
mate, terminating ſucceſs __” 


— B „aged eight years, ad- 
mitted the 1 of November, has 
over his whole face a red ſcaly n, 
of which there is alſo a little on the abdo- 
men. This eruption is never painful nor 
itchy, unleſs when he ſtands before the 
fire, or is heated by any other means. At 
preſent it is dry; but the eruption on his 
face often diſcharges matter. Pulſe and 
belly natural; and, in other reſpects, = 
is free from complaint. 
I his eruption is of nine months nd 
ing; and no cauſe is aſſigned for it, ex- 
cept that of fleeping in the bed with a 
perſon, about two years before, who was 
afflicted with fimilar eruptions. | 
He has uſed a bliſter and ſome other 
medicines, but his parents do not know 
5 what 
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what they were. From theſe, however, 
he has obtained no relief. Capiat antimonii 
fpreparati ſcrupulum unum omni mane et veſ- 
Pere. | 9 8 | 
November 16. The powders fit eaſily 
on his ſtomach; and the eruption on his 
face continues much as before, without 
any freſh diſcharge of matter, Repetatur 
doſes antimonii ter indies ; et 
B Mercuri corraſiui ſublimati grana duo. 
Solve in aqua uncits quatuor ; dein adde 
© fhiruuslavendulzcompoſittunciamunam, 
M. V. folutio, qua accurate laventur partes 
daſectæ omni nofte. 
November 23. Hecontinues the powders 
without any inconvenience, and without 
any ſenſible operation. The eruption on 
his face is very conſiderably diminiſhed 
ſince he began to waſh it with the ſolu- 
tion ; but, from ſome particular ſpots, 
there 1s now a ſlight diſcharge of matter. 
Pulſe and belly natural. Continuentur me- 
dicamenta, et capiat cras mane ſalis Glauberi 
drachmas ſex, ex aque ferventis uncns 0&0, 
more ſolito, | 
November 
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November 30. The ſalts operated well, 
and the eruption on his face 18 now confi» 
derably diminiſhed. At preſent it diſ- 
charges very little. Repetatur | doſe ſalis 


Glauber, ut antea, erat man; el ane 3 


alia medicamenta. 


On6rRVATIONS delivered December 7. 


This patient is ſubjected to a diene 
which is by no means a rare occurrence 
in practice; and it is farther a complaint, 
almoſt all the ſymptoms of which are ob- 
vious to the ſenſes. Let, in my opinion, 
there is a confiderable difficulty in affiæ- 
ing a proper name to it. And, indeed, 
this is an obſervation which applies to cu- 
taneous affections in general: for to this 
tribe of diſeaſes the caſe of our preſent 
patient is manifeſtly to be referred. I 
cannot help Sinking, that cutaneous diſ- 
caſes. are not hitherto diſtinguiſhed with 
ſafficient accuracy, either by noſological 
or practical writers. Some, indeed, have 
multiplied the ſpecies io a very great en- 

tent. 
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tent. But, from ths deſcription, it is 

often impoſſible to ſay to which any par- 

ticular inſtance can be referred. | 
It would, I apprehend, be of great conſe- 


_ quence in practice, could diſtin genera of 


theſe be formed, eſpecially if they could be 


_ diſtinguiſhed according to the cauſes from 


which they proceed. And probably, on 
this footing, all of them might be referred 
to one of four heads; either to a morbid con- 
dition of the general maſs of fluids; a mor- 
bid affection of the cutaneous veſſels; 

depraved ſecretion by the ſebaceous pong 
of the ſkin; or a morbid affection of the 
bulbs of the hair. Theſe I take to be the 
general cauſes of the greater part of cuta- 
neous affections ;- and as the diſeaſe pro- 
ceeds from one or other of theſe, the cure 
is, in many reſpects, varied. If, there- 


fore, proper marks could be diſcovered for 


diſtinguiſhing theſe from each other, I 
ſhould conſider it as a matter of import- 
ance. But ſuch marks, I apprehend, 
have not hitherto been pointed out; and 
we can only form uncertain conjectures 
s from 


G Fd 
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from the appearance, and other circum- 
ſtances. h n 
All ſuch affections as the preſent, are, 
in this part of Britain at leaſt, vulgarly 
known by the name of the Scurvy. But 
this term, as employed by medical writers 
of ſcience, is uſed to expreſs an affection 
of a very different nature. And, among 
all the chronical cutaneous affections, if 
we exclude the itch and tinea capitis, I 


know but two genera diſtinctly marked. 
Theſe are lepra and herpes. To one or 


other of theſe genera, I muſt own, that, 
in common. language, I am diſpoſed to 
refer every caſe. At the ſame time, there 
is, in ſome inſtances, ſuch a manifeſt dif- 
ference, that I am ſatisfied the genera 
ſhould be more numerous, provided they 
could be properly diſtinguiſhed. The 
limits, however, even between the two 
genera which we have already mentioned, 
are often ſo nice, that it is frequently very 
difficult to ſay to which genus a particular 
caſe ought to be referred. Upon the whole, 

however, I rank under the head of herpes, 
. thoſe 
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- thoſe inſtances where there is the greateſt | 
inflammation, the moſt conſiderable wa- 
tery diſcharge, and the leaſt ſcaly appear- 
ance; and I refer to the head of lepra, 
thoſe inſtances in which there is little or 
no obvious inflammation, little riſing a- 
bove the ſkin, but where the parts affected 
are covered with a white ſcaly matter. 

On theſe grounds, then, I am led to 
conſider the preſent inſtance as an example 
of herpes; and I look upon it to proceed 
more from the ſtate of the cutaneous veſ- 
fels at the part, than from any other cauſe. 
How far this diſeaſe, as the patients pa- 
rents ſuſpect, may have derived its origin 
from his having ſlept in the bed with one 
affected with a ſimilar complaint, I cannot 
pretend to ſay. I maſt, however, own, 
that I am rather inclined to ſuſpect the 
contrary, although I am by no means fo 
clear in this ſentiment as to draw any po- 


25 ſitive concluſion. The diſtance of time at 


which it occurred, from that when he ſlept 
with the affected perſon, is indeed a ſtrong 
objection to it. Let, were there even 

much 


* 
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much more certain evidence of its not 
being infectious, very intimate connection, 
in all ſuch caſes, is e to be 
avoided. 

But whether we ſuppoſe the a of 
the preſent patient to have ariſen from 
this, or from any other cauſe, ſuch fup- 
poſitions will have little effect either on 
the prognoſis or plan of cure. For our 


judgement reſpecting theſe, muſt now be 


entirely reſted on the preſent ſtate of the 
patient's diſeaſe. And here I muſt own, 


khat, in giving a judgment reſpecting 


the probable termination of this affection, 
J cannot be very poſitive. I am, however, 
diſpoſed to hope, that we may be able to 
cure this affection, and that our patient 
may yet recover perfect health. It is 
much in his favour, that his diſeaſe, 
comparatively ſpeaking, is not of long 
duration; that it has, on different oc- 
caſions, had the appearance of yielding 
ſomewhat to medicines which have been 

uſed; that there is no reaſon to ſuſpect its 


being a hereditary affection; and that this 
patient 
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patient is yet at an early period of life. 
From all theſe particulars, there is greater 
reaſon to hope for ſucceſs than there would 
be, in contrary circumſtances, But, ſhould 


we even be diſappointed in accompliſhing 


a cure, I do not apprehend much danger 
from this complaint; and I am diſpoſed 


to think, that, from continuance, it would 


rather be troubleſome than fatal. 
With reſpect to the cure, it is here to be 
remarked, that attempts to this purpoſe 
are not altogether without danger. It is well 
known, that the greateſt evils have ſome- 
times been attributed to the repulſion, as 
it has been called, of eruptions: and 
when, by theſe, the ſyſtem has long beer 


accuſtomed to an habitual diſcharge, or to 


a particular mode of circulation, it is eaſy 
to ſee why this ſhould be the cafe. It ne- 
ceſſarily becomes an object in the cure, 


- therefore, that, while we endeavour to re- 


move this affection, we do not induce one 
more dangerous; and eſpecially, as ſuch 
a conſequence is chiefly to be dreaded 


from the moſt effectual mode of cure. It 
| 18 
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is from this conſideration that I have put 
our patient, not merely on the uſe of, 0 one 
medicine, but of ſeveral. . _ 

I conſider the preſent diſeaſe to be chief- 
ly produced by the ſtate of the. veſſels at 
the part; and, for the removal of it, I 
place the principal confidence in the mer- 
curial lotion. This, I expect, will operate, 
in conſequence of the peculiar ſtiraulating 
power which it exerts on the veſſels to 
which it is applied. But if by this means 
there ſhould be a ſudden reſtoration to a 
ſound ſtate, it is neceſſarily followed by 
a conſiderable change in the balance of 
circulation, and at the ſame time with 
the retention of matter which before uſed 
to be diſcharged. Hence there are inſtan- 
ces where it has given riſe to apoplexy, 
dropſy, or other dangerous affections. To 
avoid any hazard of theſe, while an at- 
tempt is made to cure the eruption by ex- 
ternal means, I wiſh to increaſe the diſ- 
charge by other outlets. It is with this 
view that I have put him on the uſe of 
crude antimony, a medicine which I have 
| E often 


» 


66 MEDICAL CASES 


often emiployed, and I think with ſucceſs, 
againſt cutaneous, affections; and which 
probably operates, by giving a permanent 
increaſe of diſcharge from the ſurface. It 
is, farther, with the intention of producin 
a diſcharge from the ſyſtem, that I have 
repeatedly exhibited refrigerant purgatives. 
From theſe we obtain, although a leſs per- 
manent, yet a more certain and more im- 
mediate diſcharge. And by theſe, means 
I hope to avoid any dangerous conſequen- 
ces which might otherwiſe reſult from the 
external application of the mercury. 

By continuing this courſe for a proper 
length of time, I am hopeful that this 
patient may be perfectly recovered. And 
perhaps, in the treatment of the caſe, no- 
thing farther will be requiſite, than to in- 
creaſe the ſtrength of the ſolution, or 
otherwiſe regulate the medicine, according 
ro circumſtances. If, however, it ſhall 
be found ineffeQual, we may try, both 
externally and internally, medicines of 
different kinds. And, if the diſeaſe proves 
obſtinate, I have thoughts of putting this 

| patient 
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patient on the uſe of the vitriolic acid; a 
medicine, which, of late, has been parti- 
cularly recommended for the cure of Pſora. 
I am told, that the efficacy of it has been 
fully confirmed, both in caſes of the ſca- 
bies ficca and humida, by that able phy- 
ſician, Doctor Baldinger of Goettingen. 1 
have myſelf tried it in ſome inſtances of 
herpetic eruptions, and I think with ſuc- 
ceſs, And if, after the failure of the pre- 
- ſent plan, it ſhall ſucceed in the inſtance | 
before us, I ſhall, I own, have a higher 
opinion of it than eyer. If the vitriolic 
acid fails from internal uſe, I have thou ghts 
of trying it externally ; for, when conjoin- 
ed with hogs lard, it forms a very uſeful 
ointment. This, indeed, I have had but 
few opportunities of ; yet I am in- 
clined to think, that it will be found to 
poſſeſs ſome advantages over the ſulphur 
ointments, and that it will be productive 
of the beſt effects in many different caſes *. 
„ | 8E- 
* The Unguentum Vitriolicum uſed at the Edinburgh 
Diſpenſary is prepared according to the following 


formula. 
R. Acidi vitriolici zi. Axungiæ porcine zi. n 


opt ime ſimul. 
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Skaykr. 8 


FRoM the uſe of the ſolution of corro- 
five externally, and of the antimony inter- 
nally, with the repetition of the ſalts at 
proper intervals, the eruption on his face 
continued gradually to decline ; but ſoon 
after, a dry ſcaly eruption, of a ſimilar na- 
ture, appeared on the hairy ſcalp. After 
ſhaving the head, this was treated with an 
external application, nearly of a ſimilar na- 
ture, the corroſive being applied in the 
form of ointment. To this it ſoon yielded. 
His recovery, however, after this, was 
not uniform ; for when the eruption on 
his head diſappeared, that on his face re- 
turned to a very conſiderable degree; and 
it even extended to different parts on the 
trunk of his body. But, by perſiſting in 
the uſe of the remedies already mentioned, 
it was at laſt entirely overcome; and, on 
the firſt of March, he was diſmiſſed free 
from complaints. 


IV. 
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IV. 


4 RHEUMAT IC AFFECTION, cured by the 
Uſe of the Elixir Guajacinum Volatile. 
M——, aged 42, admitted No- 


8 vember 11. 1776, a married woman, 
of a brown complexion and low ſtature, 
is affected with ſevere pains in the hip, 
knee, and ankle- joints, particularly of the 
right ſide. Theſe pains are ſo violent on 
motion, that ſhe is unable to walk; nei- 
ther can ſhe ſtand upright. They are par- 
ticularly ſevere when ſhe begins to grow 
warm 1n bed. 

The parts affected are not in the leaſt 
degree inflamed, or ſore to the touch, but 
are always painful on any motion of the 
joint. Pulſe 96; belly regular; appetite 
impaired ; but ſhe does not complain of 
thirſt. Her menſes are regular, and are 
at preſent flowing. 

The pain in her joints firſt ſeized her 
{ix months ago. It was then attended with 

E 3 heat 
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heat and redneſs in the parts, which diſ- 
appeared ſoon after the application of a 
bliſter, and blood-letting by means of 


leeches. She now complains of a ſenſe af 


coldneſs in the ankle and foot chiefly af- 
feed.” , e, 
She imputes her complaints to ſudden 
expoſure to cold, by ſtepping from a veſ- 
vel of tepid water into a running ſtream. 
She has uſed no other medicines but thoſe 
mentioned above. Capiat elixir guajacini 
volatilic ſemunciam omni nocte, hora ſomni, ex 
quovi s vehiculo. | 
December. 14. She has continued the 
uſe of the elixir regularly ſince it was firſt | 


ordered. Her pains are much relieved 


ſince ſhe began it. She is now free from 
the excruciating uneaſineſs on going to 
bed; and ſhe can walk with tolerable caſe, 
ſo that ſhe has been able to come to the 


Diſpenſary on foot from a conſiderable 
diſtance. | 
B. Elixir guajacini volatilis, uncias duas, 
Mucilaginit gummi Arabici, | 
| / | Syr 72 


7 
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Syrups fimplicis, ſingulorum unciam unam. 
M. capiat ſemunciam omni node. 
December 21. She continues to walk 
with much more eaſe; but is ſtill affected 
with pain in her back, which is moſt ſe- 
vere during the night. Continuetur mixtura 
ut ntae, | | 


OBSERVATIONS delivered December 23, 


In the caſe of this patient, we are pre- 
{ſented with an affection which does not 
ſeem to be of a complicated nature; and it 
is, at the ſame time, one with regard to 
which there can be very little room for 
doubt. It can hardly be matter of heſita- 
tion, that the pains to which this patient 
is ſubjected, are of the rheumatic kind. 
Her affection, however, by no means cor- 
reſponds with the definition of rheumati/- 
mus, as given by noſological writers: for 
this patient is not only at preſent entirely 
free from moſt of the ſymptoms of py- 
rexia, but has been ſo ever ſince ſhe came 
under our care. | 
In this diſeaſe, however, it 18 univerſally 
t E 4 allowed 
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allowed, that there are two very different 
ſtates. Theſe are well known by the names 

of acute and chronic rheumatiſm. How 
far this affection, in the two different ſtates 
TI have mentioned, ſhould really have dif- 
ferent generic names, I cannot pretend to 
ſay ; I apprehend, however, that, in the 
nature of the two, there is a very conſider- 
able diverſity; yer, notwithſtanding this, 
in many particulars they are very ſtrictly 

connected. 

I would be far from "OWE a to aſſert, 
that a rheumatic affection, of the chroni- 
cal kind, never takes place without pre- 
ceding acute rheumatiſm ; and there are 

1:0 unqueſtionably many inſtances of this lat- 
1:8 ter diſeaſe, which are never ſucceeded by 
il any chronical affection. The moſt com- 
mon caſe, however, is, that they are con- 
nected, and that the one 1s a ſequel of the 
other. This appears to haye happened in 
the inſtance before us ; at leaſt we may in- 
i fer ſo, from the ſwelling and inflamma- 
Bil: tion with which the pain was at firſt at- 
1 Weed: 


But 
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But, whatever might be the firſt ſtate 
of this affection, there can be little doubt 
with regard to its condition at the time 
when this patient came under our care; 
and perhaps as little that her diſeaſe de- 
rived its origin from the cauſe which ſhe 
aſſigns for it; that is, the ſudden change 
of temperature, by paſſing from warm to 
cold water. Such ſudden expoſure to cold 
is the cauſe of various morbid affections. 
Sometimes it induces one diſeaſe, ſome- 
times another, Theſe varieties are pro- 
bably to be aſcribed to peculiar weakneſs 
of the parts, or ſome ſimilar cauſe : but of 
all affections, the moſt common which 
it induces are of the rheumatic kind. And 
this effect it has evidently had in the in- 
ſtance before us. 

With regard to the termination of this 
_ diſeaſe, there is, I think, no reaſon to 
apprehend fatal conſequences. And we 
may remark, that rheumatiſm, even in 
its acute ſtate, is one of thoſe affections 
which is more painful than dangerous. 
Sometimes, indeed, chronic rheumatiſm 

has 
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hes a fatal termination, by inducing other 
affections; and, from the long continu - 
ance of pain, with the want of exerciſe, 
the conſtitution will at laſt be broken. 
Wich our patient, however, it has neither 
been of ſuch duration, nor ſo violent, that 
any thing of this kind is to be dreaded. 
On the other hand, I would hope, that the 
progreſs towards cure, which has already 
been begun, may be continued ; and that 
this patient may, 1n no long time, be re- 
ſtored to tolerable health. On ſach a 
termination, however, we can by no means, 
with certainty, depend : and it muſt be 
obſerved, that this patient will now be 

much more ſubject to a renewal of her 


complaints, from trifling accidents, than 


if ſhe had never before been affected with 

rheumatiſm. ATR 
The plan of cure to be followed in all 
affections obtaining the name of chronic 
rheumatiſm, is by no means the ſame: 
and, indeed, the probability is, that the 
diſeaſe, in its nature, admits of very con- 
ſiderable variety. Chronic rheumatiſm, in 
| its 
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its moſt pure ſtate, probably depends on 
an atonic condition of the parts induced 
by preceding inflammation. Often, how- 
ever, it happens, that this ſtate is compli- 
cated with ſome degree of remaining in- 
flammation. It is chiefly in the firſt of 
theſe conditions, that benefit is derived 
from tonics, ſtrictly ſo called; ſuch, for 
example, as cold bathing, and the Peru- 
vian bark. In the latter caſe, however, 
theſe remedies are inadmiſſible, and would 
even be prejudicial. Nor, on the other 
hand, is the affection during its interme- 
diate ſtate, or what may be called the ſtage 
of irritability, to be treated as in acute 
rheumatiſm, by bleeding and ſweating. 
Such means of cure might, indeed, tend 
to remove remaining inflammation; yet, 
by theſe, the atonic ſtate would be aggra- 
vated. It is in ſuch inſtances that che 
greateſt benefit is, I apprehend, to be 
_ reaped from the uſe of mercury and elec- 
tricity ; and from the remedy which we 
have all along uſed with this patient, the 
volatile elixir of guaiacum. Theſe reme- 

| dies, 
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dies, while to a certain extent they act as 

_ evacuants, are alſo ſtimulants; and in this 
way, probably, they have influence, as 
overcoming the tendency to both affec- 
tions, the atonic condition, and the in- 
flammation. 

Of this intermediate kind I ſuppoſe 
the caſe of our preſent patient to be, and I 
thought it a proper inſtance for the uſe of 
the guaiacum. This medicine has long 
been emoloyed both againſt fheumaric 
and arthritic complaints, and it has been 
given in many different forms. There 


can be no doubt that the activity of guai- 


acum depends on a gummy, or rather a 
reſinous ſubſtance, which the wood con- 
tains. This gum has ſometimes been ex- 
hibited in ſubſtance, ſometimes in watery 
ſolution, and in both ways it has been at- 
tended with good effects; but, of all the 
forms under which it can be uſed, that 
which is at preſent moſt frequently em- 
_ ployed, is the volatile tincture, or what 
we may canſider as nearly the ſame thing, 
the volatile elixir of the Edinburgh Phar- 
macopœia. 
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macopœia. The volatile elixir has, of 
late, been rendered very faſhionable in the 
rheumatic affections, by the publication 
of Dr Dawſon, intitled, Cafes in the acute 

rheumatiſm and the gout. Although, in this 
treatiſe, the author has not treated me 
with all the lenity I could have wiſhed, 
yet I can have no heſitation in recom- 
mending it to your peruſal ; and I have 
at leaſt the ſatisfaRtion to think, that if, in 
ſome reſpects, he differs in opinion from 
me, he has treated more eminent names 

with much greater ſeverity. _ C 
Doctor Dawſon, affecting to deſpiſe al 
theory, although, at the ſame time, you 
will find that he has himſelf employed 
not a little of it in the book I have men- 
tioned, recommends the volatile tincture 
of guaiac, of the London Pharmacopoeia, 
as an almoſt infallible remedy in caſes 
both of rheumatiſm and. gout; and he 
directs it to the quantity of at leaſt half 
an ounce for a doſe, either merely diluted | 
wich water, or in the form of a draught. 
This remedy, ſince I read Doctor Dawſon's 
caſes, 
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caſes, I have often employed, and ſome- 
times I think it has been of very confi- 
derable advantage. At the ſame time, 
from any experience which I have had, I 
can by no means conſider it as entitled to 
the very high character which he has 
given it; and, in recent rheumatic caſes, 


I have ſometimes been ſuſpicious that it 


had really a bad effect. In the preſent 
inſtance, I employed the volatile elixir 
of guaiacum of the Edinburgh Pharma- 
copœia, which differs very little from the 
volatile tincture of the London College; 
in the firſt, the ſprritus ſalis ammoniaci vi- 
noſus being employed as a menſtruum; in 
the laſt, the /prritus volatilis aromaticus; 
This medicine, in the caſe of which we 
now treat, ſeems to me to have been very 
uſeful ; and I have not met with any caſe, 
in my; practice, in which I think it has 
done more. I ſhall be happy to find that 
its reputation is confirmed by farther ex- 


perience. 
While this patient continues to recover, 


1 ſhall not think of changing her medi- 
- cane; 
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cine; and, ſhould her ſymptoms even be- 
come more violent, I will probably only 
be led either to increaſe the doſe, or to 
alter the form. I began the treatment of 
this caſe, by giving Door Dawſon's com- 
mon doſe, half an ounce of the medicine: 
as, however, after the continuance of it 
for ſome time, our patient was very con- 
ſiderably relieved, I have fince diminiſhed 
the quantity, by giving her the volatile 
elixir of guaiacum combined with other 
fluids ; and if ſhe continues eaſy, I may, 
perhaps, in a ſhort time, lay aſide the 
guaiacum altogether, to try how ſhe will 
do without it. But, as I wiſh to ſee how 
far a cure can be effected by this medi- 
cine alone, I ſhall not, unleſs from neceſ- 
ſity, think of employing any other active 
ſubſtance, either externally or internally. 
I am in hopes that no other remedy will 
be neceſſary; or at leaſt, that we will only 
need to direct, with the uſe of the preſent 
remedy, ſuch cloathing and regimen 
adapted to the diſeaſe, as the ſituation of 
our patient will afford. - | 8 

| But, 
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But if theſe meaſures ſhould, in the 
end, be found ineffectual, I have thoughts 
of trying this patient with electricity. E- 
lectricity is one of thoſe remedies which I 
formerly pointed out as ſuited to rheuma- 
tiſm, in its progreſs to the atonic ſtate. 
And indeed it is the opinion of ſome very 
able phyſicians, that, between chronic 
rheumatiſm and pally, there is a very 
great affinity, In the latter of theſe affec- 
tions, however, electricity has long been 
highly celebrated; hence there is reaſon 
to hope, that it may be of conſiderable 
ſervice in the former. I muſt own, I 
am inclined to conſider it as a remedy 
of greater powers, and more extenſively 
uſeful, than is commonly imagined. In 
ſuch a caſe as the preſent, I ſhould chiefly 
expect ſucceſs by drawing electrical ſparks 
from the part affected, or by giving ſlight 
ſhocks, from forming a communication 
between the poſitive and. negative fides 
of the jar, by chains leading to the ae Q 

Gaga and ankle. 
Should the electricity alſo be found. un- 
ſucceſsful, 
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ſucceſsful, ſome benefit might, I think, be 
reaped ' from different external applica- 
tions. And, on the recommendation of 
a gentleman, of whoſe accuracy in obſer- 
vation I have a high opinion, I have 
thoughts of trying an ointment formed by 
uniting a ſmall proportion of the vitriolic 
acid with hogs-lard. I have, on differ- 
ent occaſions, ſuggeſted the uſe of ſuch an 
ointment againſt cutaneous affections; 
but the gentleman to whom I allude in- 
forms me, that he has often uſed it with 
ſucceſs in rheumatiſm, which he imagines 
s to be aſcribed to its operating as one of 
the rubefacientia. 

To theſe remedies we may probably add 
the uſe of the Peruvian bark: and, be- 
fore the trials which we have already pro- 
| poſed be made, it will, I imagine, be leſs - 
exceptionable than it would be at preſent. 


Continuation of the REPORTS: 


December 28. Her pains continue much 
eaſier; 3 but, ſince laſt report, there has oc- 
F curred 
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curred a ſlight ulceration on the back- part 
of her leg. Continuetur mixtura ut antea ; 
et aliquantum linimenti cerei parti cruris f. 
fete imponatur. ; 

January 14. The ulceration of her leg, 
mentioned in the laſt report, is now heal; 
but a ſlight ulceration has appeared at an- 
other part. She has had ſome return of 

pain in her left thigh and left arm; but 
the right thigh, which was formerly ſo 
much affected, continues eaſy. Continu- 
entur medicamenta. 

January 25. She is free from all her 
pains, and the ulceration is entirely heal. 
Let her be diſmiſſed. 


* 


- 


OBSERVATIONS delivered February 1. 


Of the diſeaſe of this patient, after what 
has already been faid, little now remains 
to be obſerved. During the whole courſe 

of her affection, I have had no reaſon to 
alter either my opinion or my practice. 
Except the ſlight ulceration in her leg, 
which occurred towards the concluſion of 

" " Her 
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her diſeaſe, ſhe has had merely a conti- 
nuance of the ſymptoms mentioned in the 
caſe; and theſe ulcerations, which were 
entirely ſuperficial, were hardly an ob- 
jet meriting attention. The progreſs to 
recovery here has, upon the whole, been 
more regular than I expected. Our pre- 
diction, therefore, that in no long time ſhe 
would enjoy tolerable health, has at leaſt 
been fulfilled. How far our aſſertion that 
ſhe might again be ſubjeRed to a renewal 
of her complaint ſhall appear to be well 
founded, yet remains to be determined. 
I ſhall not be diſpleaſed to learn, that, in 
this reſpect, our fears are found to be 

groundleſs. "ub 
After what we have already ſaid reſpect- 
ing the plan of cure, nothing is now to 
be added. Viewing the caſe to be one, in 
which, with a diſpoſition. to the atonic 
ſtate, there were yet ſome remains of 1n- 
flammatory diatheſis, I thought of trying 
a medicine, which, in ſome degree, com- 
bined ſtimulating and tonic powers: and 
it was with this intention that I had re- 
F 2 courſe 
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courſe to the elixir of guaiacum. And al- 
hough I have often before employed this 
medicine, I think with good effect, yet, af- 
ter the termination of this caſe, I may, even 
more poſitively than formerly, aſſert, that I 
have uſed it in no caſe in which it has 
been productive of ſo good effects as in the 
preſent. At the time when our patient 
began the uſe of it, her pains were ſo vio- 
lent, particularly on one ſide, that ſhe was 
unable either to ſtand or walk; and they 
were increaſed with ſo much ſeverity on 
her going to bed, that ſhe was often de- 
prived of reſt during the night. From the 
time that ſhe began the elixir, her com- 
plaints were much alleviated ; and I per- 
ſiſted in it without employing any other 
medicine, till ſhe was ſo eaſy that I rec- 
koned it unneceſſary for her to continue 
her attendance. She was then diſmiſſed, 
after exhibiting to us, in my opinion, no 
weak proof of the effects of guaiacum, in 
this formula, againſt rheumatiſm in a par- 
ticular ſtate. 

In this ſtate, as I formerly remarked, I 
employed 
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employed the elixir guajacinum volatile : 
but, ſhould another caſe fimilar to this 
occur to us, I intend ſomewhat to vary the 
preſcription; and, in place of the volatile, 
do uſe the ſimple elixir. By this we may 
be able to determine how far the powers 
of the medicine' are to be aſcribed to the 
guaiacum itſelf; for I muſt obſerve, that 
I confider large doſes of the preſent for- 
mula as liable to ſome objections. From 
the heat and pungency of the menſtruum, 
we cannot venture to employ it undiluted; 
and when any watery addition is made, a 
precipitation of the guaiacum is the ne- 
ceſſary conſequence. With the fimple 
elixir, the menſtruum, which is rectified 
ſpirit, would not require dilution, even 
when given to a greater extent than half 
an ounce; and the guaiacum itſelf may 
be ſuppoſed to be in nearly the ſame con- 
dition in this as in the volatile elixir, 
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V 4 


A Caſe of CuRONICAL CaTARRY relieved 
by the uſe of Squills and an Iſſue. _ 


—— B——, a ſhoemaker, in the 48th 


= year of his age, admitted November 


11. 1776, complains of frequent and 
troubleſome cough, attended with copious 
and viſcid expeQoration, eſpecially in the 
morning. He has a ſenſe of weight and 
coldneſs in the præcordia; his reſpiration 
is ſomewhat difficult; tongue clean and 
moiſt; appetite natural; belly bound; 
{kin cool; pulſe 84. en 

This cough firſt came on about twelve 
years ago; and, during the winter ſeaſon, 
it has been generally aggravated. He 
knows no particular cauſe to which his 
diſeaſe can be aſcribed. He has uſed ſe- 
veral remedies, particularly ſome ſquill- 
pills; which had the effect of opening his 
belly, and relieving the difficulty of breath 
ing. | 
Copia 
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Capiat hora ſeptima veſpertina pulveris ipe- 


cacuanhe ſcrupulum unum ; nec non omni nocte, 


ſub horam ſomni, pilularum a. * 
grana quinque ſumat. 8 
December 7. The vomit ane e well; 
but he was not ſenſible that it had any in- 
fluence, either in relieving his cough or 
difficulty of breathing. He continued the 
pills regularly for a conſiderable time after 
they were ordered, and they had the effect 
of rendering both his cough and breathing 
eaſier; but he has taken none of the pills 
for ſome days paſt, ſince which time theſe 
FA ſymp- 
In the ſixth edition of the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
pœia there was no formula for the preparation of 


ſquill-pills. Theſe here uſed, therefore, were prepared 


in the following — according to the fifth edi- 
tion. 


R. Gummi ammoniaci, 
Scille recentis, ana ſemunciam. | 
Contunde ſimul in mortario marmoria; dein adde 
Cardamomi mineris triti ſemunciam, | 
ut fiat maſſa pilularis, addende, ſi 2 ft, 
 Balſami Gopaibe 9. J. | 
In the ſeventh edition of our TBE: be- 
ſides other alterations, the powder of dry ſquills is 
now ſubſtituted to the recent root, which unqueſtion- 
ably furniſhes a more ſteady and efficacious medicine. 
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fymptoms are again more ſevere. Conti- 
auentur pilulg ſcilliticæ ut antea, et opplicetur 
veſtcatorium nuche, deinde imponatur unguen- 
tum epiſpaſticum ut fiat fonticulus, r. 
December 14. His-cough was ſomewhat 
eaſier for a few days after the application 
of the'bliſter, from which there was a very 
copious diſcharge ; but it has been rather 
more troubleſome to him ſince the diſ- 
charge has been ſomewhat diminiſhed, 
Continuentur fonticulus et pilulæ ut antea. 
December 21. There has been a copious 
diſcharge from the iſſue ſince laſt report, 
and his cough and breathing have been 

ſomewhat eaſier. Continuentur medicamenta, 
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Oben damerad December 23, 


THz diſeaſe to which this patient is ſub- 
jected is very diſtictly marked; and at the 
ſame time it is an affection which is not 
leſs frequent in this country than it is 
troubleſome and obſtinate. As exiſting 
with different degrees of ſeverity, there is 
ſome variety in the appearance of it; and 

| | | from 
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— | 

from this circumſtance it has obtained 
different names, not only among the val- 
gar, but alſo among men of ſcience. Thus, 
there are ſome who would refer the diſeaſe 
of our preſent patient to the head of cough; 
for, by the greateſt part of  noſological 
writers, tuſſis is conſidered -as a proper 
genus of diſeaſe. There are others who, 
from the difficulty of breathing which 
here takes place, would refer it to the ge- 
nus of aſthma, particularly to that ſpecies 
which is termed the humid aſthma. By 
a third ſet it would be referred to the head 
of dyſpnœa, and would be conſidered as 
an example of that ſpecies which Dr Cullen 
has termed Dyſpnæa catarrhulis. In my 
opinion, however, all theſe appellations 
are improper ; and I imagine that this, 
and ſimilar caſes, of which we have at pre- 
ſent ſeveral under our care, are to be re- 
ferred to the genus of catarrh. 
It muſt indeed be allowed, that the 

{ymptoms of the caſe before us do not 
| correſpond to the definition of catarrh as 
given by ſeveral authors, and particularly 
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by thoſe who refer catarrh to the general 
claſs of pyrexiæ, or febrile affections. I 
cannot help thinking, however, that this 
arrangement is exceptionable. And if we 
conſider the order of profluvia as conſtitu- 
ted merely by a morbid increaſe of natu- 
ral diſcharges from the body, they form an 
aſſociation of diſeaſes, among which there 
is a great natural affinity. In this ſenſe, 
the profluvia either may or may not be 
attended with fever. When, however, fe- 
ver does occur, it is not to be conſidered 
as an eſſential, but merely as an accidental 
ſymptom. To the order of profluvia thus 
defined, I would refer catarrh, as being an 
affection, the eſſential part of which con- 
ſiſts in an increaſe of the mucous diſcharge 
from the glands or follicles ſituated in the 
membrana mucoſa Schneideri, particularly 
in that part of it which lines the lungs. 
There is indeed one diſeaſe commonly 
reckoned a ſpecies of catarrh, which may be 
conſidered as a ſtrong objection to this de- 
finition and method of arranging it. What 
I allude to, is that contagious affection 
| | known 
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known by the title. of the influenza, or 
epidemical catarrh, which, at ſeveral dif- 
ferent periods, has been "obſerved to be 
propagated over all Europe. Of that diſ- 
eaſe fever is probably a neceſſary part. 
It is, however, an affection, which in its 
nature has no eſſential agreement with 
catarrh from cold. It certainly depends 
upon a peculiar febrile infection; and 
ought to be conſidered as having no more 
analogy with catarrh from cold, than the 
ſmall-pox has with thoſe cutaneous erup- 
tions which, in external prese, et 
nearly reſemble it. The 
Having premiſed theſe obſervations re- 
ſpecting the noſology of catarrh, it follows, 
that, on the view now given of it, we may, 
without heſitation, refer the caſe of our 
preſent patient to that genus. In the caſe 
before us, the diſeaſe is ſufficiently charac- 
teriſed by the copious viſcid expectoration. 
For there can be little doubt, that the 
troubleſome cough is merely the conſe- 
quence of the accumulation of this matter 
5 i ip 
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in the ramifications and veſicles of the 

bronchia. . 
_ Here, however, it will naturally oc- 
cur, as a ſecond queſtion, how far the 
genus which we have now defined con- 
fiſts of different ſpecies, and to which of 
theſe ſpecies the preſent caſe 1s to be refer- 
red. I muſt own, that I am one of thoſe 
who reckon the multiplication of the ſpe- 
cies comprehended under genera to be 
both unneceſſary and improper. It is in- 
deed true, that the cure applicable to any 
particular genus, is by no means ſuited to 
all the ſpecies falling under it; but, neither 
will the cure of ſpecies always anſwer for 
the treatment of varieties; and, in actual 
practice, the cure employed in any parti- 
cular caſe ought to be adapted to its pe- 
culiarities. I apprehend, therefore, that 
genera ought only to be ſubdivided when 
there is a manifeſt and conſiderable differ- 

ence, particularly in teaching medicine. 
In the preſent affection, there are two 
conditions between which a diſtinction is 
requiſite ; that is, whether the diſeaſe oc- 
| curs 
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eurs as an acute or chronical affection. In 
the firſt of theſe caſes, it appears as the 
almoſt immediate effect of a particular ac- 
cident; it is attended with conſiderable fe- 
ver; and, in no long time, it terminates ei- 
ther in health or in ſome other affection. Of 
all affections the moſt common ſequelz of 
it are, either phthiſis pulmonalis or chro- 
nical catarrh. Any obſervations on the 
former of theſe diſeaſes would be here out 
of place; but the caſe before us naturally 
leads us to the conſideration of the latter. 
By chronic catarrh, I underſtand an in- 
creaſed ſecretion of mucus 1n the lungs, 
without fever, and moſt commonly with- 
out any degree of inflammation. This 
diſeaie, as I have already obſerved, is both 
common and troubleſome; and as being 
ſuch, it has naturally claimed the atten- 
tion of practical writers. They have com- 
monly diſtiguiſhed it by the title of catar- 
rbus ſenilis; and, in defence of the pro- 
priety of the name, it cannot be denied 
that it is chiefly a diſeaſe of old people; 
yet, as it ſometimes occurs at an early pe- 
| riod 
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riod of life, I confider the term chronic to 
be leſs exceptionable: and, indeed, it 
could hardly with propriety be termed /c- 
nilis even with our preſent patient, a man 
not yet fifty years of age. It is from theſe 
different conſiderations, then, that to the 
diſeaſe of this patient I give the name of 
chronic catarrh, | | 

This affection is one of thoſe which has 


often a fatal termination ; but, for the 


moſt part, it is not ſuddenly fatal: and 
it rather induces death by wearing out the 
conſtitution, than in any other manner ; 
although in ſome inſtances, indeed, pa- 
tients are cut off by it from immediate 
ſaffocation. With our preſent patient, it 
has not gone to ſuch a height as to give 
much reaſon to apprehend this; and our 
patient's ſtrength is but little impaired. To 
all this we may add, that he has not yet 
arrived at a very advanced period of life; 
hence there are ſome grounds for hoping 
even for a complete recovery. It is, how- 
ever, more probable, that we will not be 
able entirely to rid our patient of his diſ- 

| ceaſe; 
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eaſe ; but that he will, as formerly, con- 
tinue to be more or leſs affected with it 
during the winter-ſeaſon. I hope, how- 
ever, that, under proper treatment, his 
complaints may at leaſt be alleviated, par- 
ticularly if his firuation at home be ſuch 
as will co-operate with our meaſures. 
In this affection, in general, I imagine, 
that the great object which is to be aimed 
at in the cure, is to reſtore the ſecretion, 
by the lungs, to its natural ſtate; and the 
beſt way of effecting this, is, by dimi- 
niſhing the determination of the blood 
to the lungs. Hence it becomes no leſs 
neceſlary to avoid cauſes promoting deter- 
mination there, than to uſe ſuch means as 
will increaſe the flow of blood to other 
parts. Of all cauſes determining blood to 
the viſcera in general, perhaps the moſt 
conſiderable is the application of cold to the 
ſurface of the body; and hence it is that 
the diſeaſe of which we now treat is uni- 
verſally allowed to be worſt during the 
winter-months. And it is one of thoſe 
affections in which it is of the higheſt 
| utility 
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utility to paſs the winter in a warm cli- 
mate. With patients where that mode of 
cure is unattainable, cold is particularly 
to be guarded againſt by proper cloathing 
and comfortable lod ging, as by theſe means 
uniform circulation 18 R to be ey 
ported. 

But, beſides chis, the determination to 
the breaſt will alſo be diminiſhed by all 
thoſe meaſures which increaſe the flow of 
blood to neighbouring parts: and with 
this view, nothing has a better, of more 
permanent effect, than ſome drain from 
the body, under the form of iſſue or ſeton. 
With nearly a ſimilar intention, alſo, eme- 
tics are often uſeful. Theſe have particu- 
lar influence in giving powerful determi- 
nation to the ſurface: yet it muſt be al- 
lowed, that this determination is not per- 
manent; and, in this diſeaſe, they are per- 
haps ſtill farther ſerviceable from another 
principle. The diſtreſſing ſymptoms which 
here take place, although ultimately the 
conſequence of an increaſed ſecretion of 
mucus, are yet to be conſidered as imme- 

| diately 
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diately proceeding from the accumulation 
of this mũcus in thoſe canals and recep- 
|  tacles which are provided for air. Hence 
_ conſiderable relief may be derived from all 
thoſe means of cure which ſerve imme 
diately ro unload the breaſt, by promoting 
expectoration; and, with this intention, 
there is perhaps no remedy more ſervice- 

able than emetics. 
Emetics, however, at the utmoſt, can be 
repeated only at certain intervals; hence, 
it ſhould be our endeavour to obtain relief 
- from ſomething productive of the ſame 
effect, the uſe of which can be more uni- 
formly perſiſted in. With this view, if 
there be in reality any remedies which, by . 
entering the circulation, and in this man- 
ger reaching the lungs, produce a tens 
dency to excretion, we {ſhould naturally 
think of employing theſe. Some, indeed, 
are diſpoſed to deny that any ſuch medi- 
cines exiſt ; but I maſt own, that I cannot 
help entertaining, on this ſubjeR, a very 
different opinion. I can ſee no more dif- 
ficulty in ſuppoſing it poſſible, that the 
G effects 
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effects of a remedy, entering the circulation, 


ſhould appear at the excretory or ſecretory 
organs, by the breaſt, than by the kidneys 
or ſalivary glands. That an action on the 
two latter takes place, is undeniable; and, 
for my own part, I am convinced that 
with reſpect to the former alſo it is con- 
firmed by obſervation. This effect is par- 


ticularly obſervable from the uſe of many 


of thoſe very ſubſtances which, after their 
introduction into the circulation, ſhow 
their influence on the kidneys; ſuch, for 
inſtance, as ſquills. Such remedies, in- 
deed, may, in the preſent affection, be ſup- 
poſed to have a had effect, as far as they 
tend to increaſe ſecretion; but this is more 
than counterbalanced by their giving an 
additional ſtimulus to excretion, and by 
this means unloading the lungs. 

While theſe medicines aid expectoration, 
they ſeem alſo to produce a change on the 
ſtate of the matter expectorated ; for, after 
their uſe, 1t manifeſtly appears af a conſi- 
ſtence leſs viſcid and leſs tenacious than 
before. This, probably, is not the effect 
6 | . of 
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of any al teration on the ſtate of che mu⸗ 
eus, as it is ſecreted; but it happens mere 
ty from excretion occurring before the mu- 
cus has, in conſequence of ſtagnation, ac- 
quired any great viſcidity. Thus; then, 
although ſuch remedies can be conſidered 
as having but little tendency to produce a 
radical cure, yet they are of conſiderable 
ſervice as alleviating the diſeaſe. | 
On theſe general principles I have begun, 
and mean to conduct, our practice, in the 
caſe before us; and the obſervations which 
have now been offered, will fully explain 
to you the intentions which I have in vier 
in having recourſe to an iſſue, to the 
ſquill-pills, and to repeated emetics. In 
the uſe of che two former, I mean uni- 
formly to perſiſt for ſome length of time; 
but the latter will be uſed only occaſional- 
© ly, when, from much difficulty of breath- 
ing, there is reaſon to ſuſpect that a con- 
ſiderable quantity of mucus is accumu- 
lated in the breaſt. I hope, therefore, that 
if the other remedies have the effect to be 
wind for, theſe will be leſs neceſſary. 
| G 2 In 
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In the future management of this caſe, we 
may poſſibly be induced to change che 
drain to a different ſituation, or to a diffe- 
rent form; and, with the ſquills, we may 
conjoin aſa fœtida. But, ſuch changes 
excepted, we will probably make no other 
alteration in the treatment of this caſe, 
unleſs from circumſtances of the diſeaſe 
with which we are at prefent unacquainted. 


© SEQUEL, 


UNDER the courſe mentioned, the ſe- 
verity of this patient's complaints was 
ſomewhat relieved; but, as he complained 
much of pain from his iſſue, the ſituation 
of it was firſt changed, and afterwards it 
was entirely diſcontinued. Notwithſtand- 
ing the uſe of the ſquill-pills, he became 
much affected with coſtiveneſs, which was 
obviated by the uſe of cream of tartar. But 
although by theſe meaſures the ſeverity of 
his difeaſe was alleviated, yet it continued 
to diſtrefs him much during the whole 
winter; and, about the end of May, when 
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his attendance at the Diſpenſary was diſ- 
continued, the preſumption is, that the 
relief which he obtained proceeded more 
from the change of the ſeaſon, than from 
the influence of the medicines Wann were 
nn 5} 22734] | 


An AFFECTION of the LIVER, treated by Mer- 
curial Medicines. 


1 F, in the fifry-cighth year of 
his age, admitted November 20. 1770, 

is by trade a chairman, and naturally of a 
robuſt make. In the right hypochon- 
drium, a conſiderable rumour may be felt, 
extending to the umbilical region. This 
rumour gives him little uneaſineſs, even 
on preſſure; but he is affected with con- 
ſtant tickling cough, and his reſpiration 1s 
ſomewhat difficult. He has ſome thirſt; 
his appetite is conſiderably impaired ;' and 
he ſleeps ill on account of the cough. 
Pullc 104; belly regular; tongue white 
G 3 and 
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and moiſt; urine Am boch in colour 
_ quantity. 1751 . enn 

About two yrate ago the ſ\ Ceelling: was 
firſt perceived, and it has ſince gradually 
increaſed. With the cough he has been 
affected for nearly the ſame length of time. 
In June laſt he was ſeized with a vomiting 
of blood; which left him, after continuing 
about a month. He has diſcharged blood 
by ſtool for above two years paſt, at in- 
tervals of two or three months; and about 
a year ago he was affected with ſevere 
griping pains in his bowels: theſe, how- 
ever, were relieved by the vomiting of 
blood which ſoon afterwards ſucceeded, 
and of late they have been 1 Jeſs ſe- 
vere. 

He can aſſign no 1 Fins bib dic 
eaſe; he has uſed many medicines; with 
little relief. Some time ago, he drank 
the purgative mineral-water at Pitcathly, 
which, he ſays, in ſome meaſure relieved 
the. pains in his bowels... 

B. Unguenti mercurialit unciam unam, 

Camphoræ grana decem. but 
: P 
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Terantur optime ſimul, ut fiat unguentim. 


Hoc inunguatur tumor abdominis omni: 
note, et ingulis vets ferupwi 10 unus 
1.1 adbibeatur.' Fd 
-Neveiakia 23. He chinks has hs tumour 
in his abdomen is leſs painful to the touch 
ſince he began the ointment. He has had 
no bloody diſcharge by ſtool; but his 
other ſymptoms continue nearly in the 
ſame ſtate as before, and the SO 18 my 
troubleſome. 231 ä 42 
B. Aydragyri gramm « unum, | 
Conſerve fructus gat drachman 4 - 
midiam. 
Terantur optime Gin ad ger fectan = 
hu lorum ext inctionem, ut fat bolus hora 
ſemni ſumendus. : + 
. Repetatur dofis alternis wan 
November 30. He has continued the 
ointment, and taken three boluſes, with= 
out their producing any inconvenience. 
Heſtill thinks the pain of the tumour ſome- 
what diminiſhed, and. he has had no re- 
turn of the bloody ſtools. . Continuetur un- 
guentum, et repetatur bo lus tertia quaque nofe, 
G 4 De- 
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December 7. He has taken his medi- 
cines as directed, and has felt ſome ſlight 
ſoreneſs in his gums for theſe three days 
paſt. He thinks that the pain from the 
rumour in his abdomen is {till leſs than for- 


merly, but the ſwelling is nothing dimi- 


niſhed. Omittantur bali, cantinuetur unguen- 
tum, et capiat pilulurum e grana 
decem alternit moctibus. 

December 14. He thinks his cough 
ſomewhar eaſier ſince he began the pills; 
and he has had no farther return of the 
bloody diſcharge by ſtool. The pain in his 
abdomen continues eaſier, and he thinks 
that the ſwelling is ſomewhat fallen. Con- 
tinuentur medicanzenta ; et Wenne bolus ut 
antea, alterna quaque note. 

December 21. He is again at times ſen- 
fible of a copper tafte in his mouth ſimce 
the boluſes were repeated, but without any 
ſpitting. His cough, and the difficulty of 
breathing, have been very uneaſy for fome 
days paſt, Continuentur medicaments. 
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OBsxrvaTIONS delivered December 2 . 


I The caſe of this patient is one, with re- 
gard to which I am not altogether with- 
out difficulty ; and J expect to have ſtill 
greater difficulty in the conduct of the cure, 
than in aſcertaining the nature of the dif- 
The ſymptoms with which this — 
is at preſent affected, are few in num- 
ber; and of theſe the greateſt part are 
obvious to the ſenſes. Here che firſt and 
moſt important queſtion which naturally 
preſents itſelf, reſpects the ſwelling in his 
abdomen. From the equable nature of 
this, we may conclude, that it depends 
upon an affection of ſome of the abdomi- 
nal viſcera, and we can ſuſpect no viſcus 
with greater probability than che liver. It 
is well known, that affections of this viſe 
cus are very common ; and although, on 
ſome occaſions, ſuch affections will con- 
tinue for life without inconvenience, yet 
in other cafes they are attended with the 
moſt ſerious conſequences. 
This 
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This affection of the liver, then, I would 
conſider as the moſt eſſential part of our 
patient's diſeaſe; and it may even be a 
queſtion, how far. it is not to be conſider- 
ed as the cauſe of all of them. The other 
complaints which, at preſent diſtreſs him 
moſt, are cough and difficult reſpira- 
tion. Theſe may either depend on a ca- 
tarrhal affection, or they may originate 
from a diſeaſe of the liver. It is here, 
however, to be obſerved, that the cough 


with which our patient is affected, is, in 


in ſome reſpects, different from that of 
chronical catarrh; and from its being, as 


is expreſſed in the hiſtory of the caſe, a 


conſtant tickling cough, we may conclude, 
that it does not depend on the ſtimulus 
from a quantity of viſcid mucus. For 
when that is the caſe, the fits of coughing 
are not ſo frequent as they are ſevere; and 


it then very rarely happens, that a fit of 


of coughing terminates without the ex- 


pectoration of a conſiderable quantity of 


viſcid mucus. I muſt therefore own, 
OE conſider it to be the moſt probable 
= ſuppo= 
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ſuppoſition, | that both the cough and dif- 
ficulty of reſpiration depend on the diſ- 
eaſed ſtate of the liver. 
On what principle ſwelling and tumout 
of the liver ſhould produce the difficulty 

of breathing, is ſufficiently obviqus. An 
enlargement of that viſcus muſt neceſ- 

ſarily prevent the free motion of the dia- 

phragm, particularly when the body is in 
a recumbent poſture; and on the motion 
of the diaphragm there can be no doubt 
that reſpiration principally depends. Nor 


ig it very difficult to conceive how it ſhould - 


give riſe to cough; for, from the very cir- 
cumſtance of preventing the free motion of 
- the diaphragm, it will neceſſarily act, as 
giving irritation to the lungs. And in this. 
manner we can account for the frequency” 
of the cough without expector ation. 
A late very eminent practitioner was 
diſpoſed to refer to the liver the cauſe of 
many diſeaſes; and, from thoſe who have 
been his patients, nothing is more common 
than to hear of liver-coughs, liver-con- 
ſumptions, and the like. Although I am 

by 


9 — — OE — 3 


vals; and we have every reaſon to appre- 


or may not be connected with the fixed 
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by no means diſpoſed to confider its influ- 
ence to be ſo extenſive as ſome imagine, 
yet it would be equally groundleſs to 
deny that it may often be the cauſe of 
diſeaſe; and when, as in the preſent caſe, 


we have, even from the teſtimony of the 


fenſes, next to certain evidence of its being 
diſeaſed, it naturally preſents itſelf at 
leaſt as the moſt probable cauſe of the af- 
Alfter theſe remarks on the ſymptoms 
with which our patient is at preſent affect- 
ed, it next deſerves to be mentioned, that, 
fince his complaints began, he has been 
affected with other ſymptoms, which, al- 


though they be not conſtant, have been 


obſerved to return at no very long inter- 


hend that he will be again ſubjected to 
them. What J allude to, is the bloody diſ- 
charge both by vomiting and by ſtool, but 
particularly in the latter of theſe ways. 


Wich regard to this circumſtance, alſo, 


there is ground for doubt. It either may 


af- 
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affection of his liver. It is certain, that 


tumour and ſcirrhoſity of the liver very 
frequently occur without any ſuch ap- 
pearance; and it is equally certain, that 
blood may be diſcharged from the ali- 
mentary canal when it is derived from 
other ſources. - Moſt commonly, ſuch 
bloody diſcharges happen from the veſlels 
of the alimentary canal itſelf. Beſides theſe 
circumſtances, there is another particular 
which here creates farther doubt. The 
ſwelling of the liver is ſaid to be only of 
two years duration, while we are told 
that this bloody diſcharge has taken place 
at intervals for a greater length of time. 

When all thefe circumſtances are taken 
together, I cannot venture to aſſert with 
confidence, that the bloody diſcharge does 
depend upon the diſeaſe of the liver. Yer, 
I muſt own, I am ſtill diſpoſed to conſi- 
der it as not improbable that it is the 
origin of this affection alſo. There is 
great room for preſuming, that the liver 
would be in a diſeaſed condition a conſi- 
derable time before there was any obvious 
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ſwelling ;-and, from firſt to laſt, it has 
never given any great pain. When to all 


this it is added that at preſent, there can 


be little doubt of its being in a diſeaſed 
ſtate, it is more reaſonable to ſuſpect it to 
be the cauſe of the ſymptoms, than to 
aſcribe them to any other cauſe, even the 


exiſtence of which is not certain. Blood 


from the veſſels of the liver will find a 
ready acceſs into the alimentary canal; and 
when it is derived from this ſource, there 


is a greater chance of its being diſcharged, 


both upwards and downwards, than from 


any other. It is well known that a diſ- 
charge, both upwards and downwards, 


happens with regard to the fluid ſe- 
creted by the liver; and, if bilious vo- 
miting and purging be a common occur- 
rence, a bloody diſcharge may alſo hap- 
pen from the ſame origin. Upon the 
whole, then, I am diſpoſed to look upon 
the diſeaſe of our preſent patient, to be 
what may be termed a liver-caſe. 
EReſpecting the cauſe firſt inducing this 
affection, we are entirely in the dark. Our 
LSE - - patient 
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patient himſelf does not aſcribe his com- 
plaint to any particular occurrence. From 
this ſource, therefore, no light is thrown 
upon the nature of che diſeaſe, and any 
conjecture which can be formed from the 
circumſtances of our patient's employ- 
ment muſt be very uncertain. Yet, when 
we reflect on his occupation in life, that 
of a chairman, we are naturally led to 
conclude, that he has been expoſed to 
very ſtrong occaſional cauſes of diſeaſe. 
Perhaps there is no employment from 
which there occurs expoſure to greater 
viciſhtudes of heat and of cold; and ac- 
cordingly, although none are capable of 
undertaking this buſineſs but thoſe of the 
ſtouteſt and ſtrongeſt make, yet their lives | 
are reckoned very bad ones, by thoſe who 
have attended to calculations of that kind. 
We may preſume, therefore, that this had 
ſome ſhare in producing the preſent af- - 
fection: and it is not impoſſible that it 
may have been aided alſo by the too fre- 
quent uſe of ſpirituous liquors; for, while 
the circumſtances of the profeſſion which 


We 
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we have mentioned naturally lead to the 
uſe of ſpirits, dram-drinking is, at the 
ſame time, known to be a very powerful 
cauſe inducing affections of the liver. 

But any ſuppoſition which may be en- 
tertained reſpecting the origin of the diſ—- 


eaſe, will now very little influence our 


judgment with regard to the prognoſis. In 
the preſent caſe, I muſt own, I can form 
no very favourable opinion. His com- 
plaints, indeed, are not at preſent very 
urgent; and the ſymptom which is moſt 
urgent, the cough, is in reality the moſt 
inconſiderable. This may indeed diſtreſs 
him, but.I do not conſider it as danger- 


ous; and although it is nor perhaps to be 


entirely removed, while the cauſe of the 
complaint continues, yet it may admit of 
conſiderable alleviation. The ſwelling 
which is perceptible in his abdomen, will, 
in all probability, be more obſtinate ; and 
it may not merely reſiſt all our attempts 
to remove it, but may yet terminate in 
ſuppuration, the patient being afterwards 


cut off by the tabes hepatica. I ſee no rea- 


ſon 
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ſon for imagining, however, that the pro- 
preſs in the preſent diſeaſe will be rapid ; 
and if our patient chooſes to give him- 
ſelf that chance which different medicines 
may afford, it will at leaſt furniſh us with 
an opportunity for the trial of theſe: yet, 
I muſt own, that I have but little expec- 
tation of being able to remove the affec- 
Galle 57 <1 | e | 
With the view of combating that diſ- 
eaſe of the liver, which I take to be the 
great cauſe of our patient's preſent com- 
plaints, two great objects are to be aimed 
at; the removal of obſtruction in that 
viſcus, and the reſtoration of due circula- 
tion through it. We do not imagine, that, 
even by obtaining theſe ends, the ſwelling 
would be entirely removed ; for the pro- 
bability is, that, after the e has 
been of ſo long ſtanding, the ſolid parts 


are in ſome degree increaſed. Yet I think 
there 1s little doubt that the greater part 
of the ſwelling depends on impacted fluids; 
and that, by free circulation, theſe would 
oy removed. At the ſame'time, by the re- 
| H ſtoration 
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ſtoration of free circulation, any farther 
bad conſequences would be avoided. 


Of all the remedies known by the gene- 


ral title of deobſtruents, none perhaps has 
been held longer in high eſtimation than 
mercury; and we have the moſt incon- 
teſtable evidence of its acting as a peculiar 
and yet powerful ſtimulus at particular 
parts, after its introduction into the gene- 
ral maſs of circulating fluids. It is in 
the hope of obtaining this effect, that I have 
here put this patient on the uſe of it, both 
externally and internally. The firſt I in- 
tend not merely as a means of introdu- 
cing mercury into the ſyſtem, but in ſome 
degree as a topical application. It is with 
this view that I have conjoined it with a 
ſmall proportion of camphor ; and I hope 
that its influence, when rubbed upon the 
integuments, may in part be extended to- 
the viſcera; for I cannot help thinking, 
that I have ſeen inſtances of benefit from 
it, where there was equally little connec- 
tion. | | oe 
But ſhould the friction have no influ- 
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ence in this way, it is ſtill an equally 
powerful means of introducing the mer- 
cury into the ſyſtem, as friction on any 
other part. With this, however, I wiſhed 
alſo to conjoin the internal uſe of mercu- 
ry, as by this means there is both a great- 
er certainty of its introduction, and the 
ſyſtem will be ſooner charged with mer- 
cury, than if we truſted to one mode 
only of introducing it. 

I have ordered the mercury as 3 
active merely by triture. In this ſtate, there 
is the greateſt chance of its being retained 
for ſome length of time in the ſyſtem; 
and on chis retention my hopes of ſucceſs 
were chiefly founded. I have directed the 
triture to be made with the conſerva 
fructus cynoſbati, a ſubſtance which ſome 
imagine has a very powerful effect as ex- 
tinguiſhing the mercury; but how far 
the ſuppoſition is well founded, I do not 
know. 

By means of theſe, or r other a | 
it is my intention to keep this patient for 
ſore time on the verge of ſalivation. Not 
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that I imagine any benefit 18 kere to be 
reaped from the diſcharge, but becauſe E 
conſider the diſcharge, or at leaſt ſome 
affection of the gums, to be the only cer- 
tain evidence we have that the mercury 
has entered the ſyſtem. | 
Should this plan, after a proper via 
be found to fail, we may perhaps employ 
ſome of thoſe deobſtruents ſo highly re- 
commended by Doctor Stork, particularly 
the cicuta or ſtramonium. I am far 
from thinking that thefe remedies are ſo 
highly efficacious as has been repreſented; 
yet I have no doubt that they do poſleſs 


active powers, and that on ſome occaſions 


they have had wonderfully good effects. In 
the preſent caſe, however, I ſhould not be 
drſappointed were theſe alſo to fail. 
While we are thus proſecuting meaſures 
for a radical cure, the relief -of urgent 
ſymptoms is not to be neglected. With 
that view, indeed, we have hitherto done 
but little; becauſe, excepting the cough, 
there is nothing in this way very urgent. 
It is, however, with the view of alleviating 


2» this, 
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this, that I have ordered the pilulæ thebaicæ. 
While theſe afford relief, I propoſe to con- 
tinue them occaſionally ; or I may have 
recourſe to other remedies, as demulcents 
or bliſters. But while the cough with 
which he is affected continues to be 
merely of the tickling kind, I own I ſhall 
expect more from the opiate than from 
any other remedy. And l take the pre- 
ſent to be one of thoſe caſes in which the 
trochiſci bechici cum opio, a new formula of 
the Edinburgh Pharmacopceia, where the 
opium is ſuppoſed to act topically on the 
fauces, may be uſed with advantage. 


SxzQUEL. 


THE uſe of the mercury was perſiſted 
in for ſome weeks. His cough continued 
to be leſs troubleſome; he had no return of 
the bloody diſcharge by ſtool, and he 
thought that the ſwelling in his abdomen 
was ſomewhat diminiſhed. In this ſtate 
he diſcontinued the mercurial courſe, and 
no other remedy was tried. 
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I. 


The Hiſtory of a PET ECHIAL ERUPTION 
without Febrile Symptoms, terminating 


fucecſifull. 


— A——, aged 11, has over her 
whole body ſmall red ſpots, not raiſed 
above the ſurface of the ſkin, and neither 
ſore nor painful. She has alſo on her 
forehead and arms, but particularly on 
the lower extremities, livid blotches ha- 
ving much the appearance of vibices. 
Theſe are of different ſizes ; ſome of them 
as large as the ſurface of half-a-crown, 
others of a ſhilling. She ſometimes com- 
plains of flight headach, and her gums 
have bled once or twice during theſe laſt 
three days. Theſe bleedings have come 
on without any obvious accident; but the 
diſcharge has never . been conſiderable, 
Belly regular; pulſe natural; appetite 
good; tongue moiſt and clean; no thirſt; 
{kin coal, 


The 
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The petechial ſpots were firſt obſerved 
about ten days ago, and the livid blotches 
about two days after. The number of 
theſe has gradually increaſed ;* and the 
bleedings firſt appeared three days ago. 

She imputes the complaints to her ha- 
ving eat, about a month ago, a large quan- 
tity of the common ſmall beans. Two 
days after this, ſhe was affected with great 
laſſitude, attended with ſhivering and 
coldneſs. Theſe ſymptoms were ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded by heat.of her ſkin, headach, and 
vomiting ; which laſt ſymptom continued 
for five or fix days. She complained alſo 
of loſs of appetite, and great thirſt. Du- 
ring the firſt eight days after ſhe was 
ſeized with theſe ſymptoms, ſhe took two 
purgatrves and two emetics. After the ex- 
hibition of the latter, the ſpontaneous, vo- 
miting ceaſed, and ſhe recovered ſo far as 
to be able to go abroad on the 8th day af- 
ter the acceſſion of the fever. On Sunday 
laſt ſhe took a third doſe of phyſic, during 
the operation of which ſhe diſcharged by 
ſtool a conſiderable quantity of blood; but 
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ſince that time, ſhe has not paſſed any. Ca- 
fiat pulveris corticis Puruviani ſcrupulum 
unum ter indies ex quovis vebiculo. 
December 28. Has take the Peruvian 
bark regularly without any inconvenience. 
Many of the red ſpots, and ſeveral of the 
large blotches on her ſkin, have diſappear- 
ed fince laſt report: but others have ap- 
peared at different places; and ſeveral times 
ſhe has had ſlight bleedings at the noſe and 
mouth, Her appetite continues good; ſkin 


cool; pulſe and belly natural. Continuetur 


cortex, & capiat Elixir Vitrioli guttas decem ex 
aque cyatho veſpere & mane, 
January 4. The ſpots on her ſkin are 
now almoſt entirely gone; and the large 
blotches, which yet remain, are every 
where of a lighter colour verging to yellow. 


Some freſh ones, however, have appeared | 


ſince laſt report, She has had no return 
of bleeding at the noſe or mouth. She 
complains of having been affected for ſome 
days paſt with pain and ſwelling at her 
ſtomach. Her appetite is ſomewhat im- 


paired; belly very bound; pulſe 96. 


Intern 
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Intermittantur medicamenta, et capiat cras 
mane ſalis Glauberi ſemunciam ex aquæ ferven- 
tis unciis ſex more ſolito. Repetatur dofis talis 
mane die Martix. \ 

January 14. The firſt doſe of the ſalts 
had little effect, but the ſecond operated 
briſkly. Since ſhe took it, the pain and 
{welling of her ſtomach haye been much 
eaſter. She has had no return of the bleed- 
ing. The vibices and petechiz are now 
almoſt entirely gone, But on Thurſday 
laſt, ſhe diſcharged a large round worm, 
of the lumbricous kind. Her pulſe and 
belly are now natural; but her appetite 
is at times obſerved to be very keen. 

Bt. Pulveris florum chamæmeli Jernpulune 
unum. 

Syrupi ſimplicit, 

Aque fontis, ſingulorum ſemunciam. M. 

fiat hauſtus, hora ſomni nn. Re- 
petatur omni nocte. 

Nec non habeat mane die Veneris a 

ſalis Glauberi ut antea. 
January 18. She took the mixture . 
larly, and the ſalts operated well; but no 


more 
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more worms have been obſerved; and ſhe | 


continues free from all her ſymptoms, 
Let her be diſmiſſed, | 


OBSERVATIONS delivered February 1. 


Tux caſe of this patient whom we ſome 
time ago diſmiſſed from attendance here 
appeared to me to be in many reſpects fin- 
gular. I had never, I own, before ſeen 
what I could reckon an inſtance of the 
fame affection. Till lately, indeed, I had 
never read of it, or at leaſt had ſeen it 


mentioned only in ſuch a curſory or acci- 


dental manner as to merit little attention. 
But, a few months ago, I. had the honour 
of receiving from Dr Baldinger of Goet- 
tingen ſeveral inaugural diſſertations pub- 
liſhed at that place. Among others, he 
ſent me one, intitled, De Petechiis fine Fe- 
bre, by Dr Ed. Graaf. I own, from the 
title alone, I was not diſpoſed to give 


much credit to it. I confidered proper 


petechial eruptions as ſolely confined to fe- 
vers of the typhous or putrid kind, and that 
too 


> 
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too in their worſt ſtates. I was therefore 
inclined to believe it ſome deception ; and 
as cutaneous diſeaſes are eaſily confounded, 
it at firſt occurred to me, that ſome other 
cutaneous eruption might be miſtaken for 
petechiz. From careful peruſal of the 
treatiſe, however, I was neceſſarily led ta 
form a different opinian, 

The theſis to which I allude, conſiſts 
entirely of a caſe which had occurred ta 
the author, and a comment upon that caſe. 
In the hiſtory, ſo many other concurring 
circumſtances are mentioned, thatno doubt 
can be entertained of the nature.of the 
eruption. Not long after I read this diſ- 
ſertation, the preſent caſe occurred, and 
the circumſtances were fuch as afforded an 
evident example of what Dr Graaf has de- 


ſcribed. His caſe and the preſent are, in 


almoſt eyery particular, an, to each 
other. 

In our caſe, there were moſt evident 
ſymptoms of an erruption of fmall red 
{pots on different parts of the body, parti- - 
cularly about the breaſt and neck. Theſe 


ſpots 
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ſpots correſponded very exactly to every 
deſcription of petechiæ. In ſize and figure 
they much reſembled flea-bites ; but, in 
place of a florid red, they were of a livid 
caſt, and had no evident marks of a punc- 
ture in the middle, which always attends 

flea-bites. \ | 
But beſides, this matter was put beyond 
all manner of doubt, from other appear- 
ances. Together with theſe ſpots, large 
livid blotches were viſible on many diffe- 
rent parts, exhibiting, in a great meaſure, 
2 ſame appearance as effuſions of blood 
in the cellular membrane from ſtrokes or 
ſimilar cauſes. We had here alſo very 
great reſemblance to the vibices attending 
putrid fevers; and I have often ſeen caſes, 
where appearances were not worſe, which 
terminated by the parts ſloughing off. 
The ſame appearances were alſo remarked 
in the caſe of Dr Graaf; but neither were 
the vibices ſo numerous, nor to ſo great 
extent. Two only were mentioned in his 
caſe, and theſe ſmaller than with our pa- 
tient. His words are, In regione potiſſi- 
= mum 
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mum hypochondriaca ſiniſtra conſpexi 
* duas maculas virides et ſugillationibus 
© fimillimas, quz ovi columbini W 
* dinem zquabant.” | 

That theſe were of the ſame nature with 
what occurred in greater numbers in our 
patient, cannot be doubted. And there can 
even be little ground for heſitation in pro- 
nouncing that they were the effects of ef- 
fuſed blood. For here a diſpoſition to the 
rupture of veſſels manifeſted itſelf in vari- 
ous ways. Before the patient was admitted 
under our care, ſhe had oftener than once 
ſpontaneous bleeding at her gums; and 
that, too, without any evident ſign of 
ſpongy texture or Iocal affection. On ta- 
king purgatives alſo, ſhe had been obſerved 
to diſcharge ' conſiderable quantities of 
blood by ſtool. | 

After ſhe came under our care, theve 
were ſtill, in ſome degree, the ſame ap- 
pearances; that is, ſtill evident ſigns of 
tendency to hzmorrhagy in the diſcharge 
of blood by ſtool: and this too, without any 
ground for ſuſpecting that it was the effect 
of 
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of any hzmorrhagic effort; for neither 
was there quickneſs nor hardued; of pulſe; 
nor any other ſymptom uſually 0 
that ſtate of body 

Theſe were the only morbid ſymptoms 
evident in this caſe, or of which our pa- 
tient complained after coming under our 
care. At one time, indeed, ſhe complained 
of ſome uneaſineſs and ſwelling at her ſto- 
mach. Probably, however, theſe ſymp- 
toms were rather the conſequence of the 
remedies ſhe had taken, or ariſing from 
ſome other accidental circumſtance, than 
connected with the diſeaſe. At any rate, 
it was a complaint of but ſhort duration, 
and giving little uneaſineſs. 

At another time, ſhe diſcharged, by 
ſtool, a large worm of the lumbricous 
kind. I was, however, inclined to ima- 
gine that this had no connection with the 
primary affection. Worms in the alimen- 
tary canal are indeed the cauſe of a great 
variety of ſymptoms, but I do not know 
that they have ever been alleged to induce 
ſuch as the preſent; and a diſcharge of 

them 


* 
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them from the alimentary canal is by no 
means an unfrequent mae of other 
affections. 

This, I am diſpoſed to imagine, was, in 
ſome degree, the caſe with our patient; and 
would conſider the petechial eruption, 
the blotches, ſugillations or vibices, and 
diſpoſition to hemorrhagy, as conſtituting 
the affection for whach the came under our 
care. 

It will naturally occur, then, as a que- 
ſtion, what genus of diſeaſe theſe conſtitute? 
And here I muſt own that I know no 
place to which I can properly reduce it in 
any noſological fy By ſome noſolo- 
giſts, indeed, petechla itſelf is made a genus 
of diſeaſe; but ſtill this name is given to 
thoſe af where petechiz are combined 
with febrile affections. To ſuch, then, we 
cannot refer the preſent inſtance. 

Of the ſymptoms here preſent, chere are 
none which do not, at times, occur in 
the ſea- ſcurvy. But that affection is cha- 
racteriſed by many other marks not here 


preſent. Nor, in this inſtance, was there 


by 
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by any means the ſame progreſs as iti 
in ſcurvy. No fetor of the breath, ſpungy 
ſtate of the gums, proſtration of ſtrength, 
ulcerations, dedematous ſwellings, or the 
like, here took place. Nor could the pa- 
tient be ſubjected to thoſe cauſes, very ge- 
nerally, if not always, inducing it. There 
would be an evident impropriety, there- 
fore, in referring it to this head. It is 
not, however, improbable, that in its 
nature it has ſome analogy to ſea- ſcurvy; 
and if we can form any reaſonable con- 
jecture of its nature, this is of more con- 
ſequence than giving it a proper name. 
Were I, however, allowed to coin a name, 
and in this way the practitioners of our 
days have uſed more freedom than all 
their predeceſſors, we might I think call it 
Petechianoſos, that is, a diſeafe characte- 
rized by Petechiz. But whether this ap- 
pellation be proper or not, it will little af- 
fect our idea of its nature. | 
In this caſe, I own, from all circum- 

ſtances taken together, I ſhould be apt to 
ſuſpect a particular morbid ſtate of the 

fluids ; 
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fluids; and that, too, without any diſeaſe 
df the other parts of the ſyſtem, either as 
ſimple or as living ſolids. At leaſt, on 
this ground J apprehend that the ſymp- 
toms may moſt readily be explained. That 
the ſolids are not affected, appears evident- 
ly from the natural ſtate of every function. 
That the fluids are in ſuch a ſtate as t 
make their way through paſlages not na- 
tural to them, appears both from he- 
morrhagy and extravaſation; for on this 
cauſe we muſt conſider both the petechiæ 
and livid blotches to depend. The former, 
indeed, in fevers of a putrid nature, are 
ſometimes reckoned rather critical than 
ſymptomatical: But, in all probability, 
without any good reaſon. The latter ma- 
nifeſt the ſame appearance as occurs in ex- 
travaſatlon from other cauſes. There can 
be no heſitation, therefore, in referring 
it to this ſource; and I would conclude, 
that the texture of the blood, probably of 
the red globules, is in ſome meaſure de- 
ſtroyed. In this reſpect, then, we may pre- 
ſume, that the preſent diſeaſe has no in- 


I conſi- 
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conſiderable analogy to ſcurvy, in which 
there is every evidence of a ſimilar deſtruc- 
tion of texture. Still, however, - the caſe 
may be materially different. The experi- 
ments of Mr Hewſon, made on blood ta- 
ken from the living body, throw new light 
on this ſubject. He has ſhown, that the 
figure of the globular particles is connect- 
ed with a certain ſtate of the fluid, in 
which they ſwim. His experiments de- 
monſtrate, that, by the increaſe of ſaline 
impregnation, they are ſhrivelled and 
broken inwards; and that, by the increaſe 
of the watery part, they are diſtended and 
broken outwards. And, on all hands, it 
is allowed, that, by putrefaction, the tex- 
ture is deſtroyed, without any change of 
lh the menſtruum, at leaſt with reſpect to its 
— 6 | proportion of ſaline matter. 

That all theſe cauſes will, ro ſome de- 
1.00 gree, operate in the living body, is not 
| 4 | to be doubted ; and, perhaps, more fre- 
_— quently they operate in combination than 
1188 ſeparately. There 1s, however, a pre- 
44 ſumption, from the circumſtances indu- 

cing 


i 
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cing ſea-ſcurvy, that the firſt more parti- 
cularly operates in that affection; and the 
laſt is, perhaps, a cauſe of diſſolution 
connected with this putreſcent tendency. 
To which of theſe cauſes the diſſolution 
of the red particles here occurring is to 
be referred, I am ſomewhat doubtful. And 
on this ſubject little ground of conjecture 
is afforded by the alledged remote cauſe, 
the eating a quantity of beans. It is nor, 
however, improbable, that theſe, from their 
quantity merely, may have induced the 
ſacceeding fever, and the fever may have 
given riſe to this ſtate of the fluids. From 
this view, I am rather diſpoſed to refer it 
to the putreſcent tendency than to an over= 
proportion of faline matter; and according 
to this idea the treatment was conducted. 
Of the prognoſis here, obſervations are 
now precluded, from the diſeaſe having 
terminated favourably ; it may naturally, 
however, occur as a queſtion, how far it 
oughr to be conſidered as a dangerous af- 
fection? A probable judgment here is to 
be formed only from two ſources: From 
12 former 
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former facts; or, where theſe are want» 
ing, from knowledge of the nature of the 
diſeaſe. I have already obferved, that this 
is the firſt inſtance of the kind I have met 
with; and I can, therefore, draw no con- 
eluſion from any experience of my own, 
nor, indeed, much from that of others. 
The caſe deſcribed by Dr Graaf had a fi- 
milar favourable termination, and thatt too 
in no long ſpace of time. 

Beſides this, towards the end of his 
treatiſe, he has collected feveral inſtances, 
ſomewhat analogous, from different ſour- 
ces, particularly from the Acta Academiz | 
Naturæ Curioſorum. In theſe likewiſe 
the diſeaſe had a favourable termination. 
Uponthe whole, therefore, there 1s, perhaps, 
leſs ground to be alarmed in thisdiſeaſe than 
would naturally be inferred from the idea 
we have given of it. For it muſt be acknow- 
tedged, that, from this view, we ſhould con- 
clude it to beof a dangerous tendency; and 
how far it might not be ſevere when left to 
its on courſe, is, at leaſt, a matter of doubt. 
Should any future inſtance occur to me, I 

| would 
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would reckon it improper to view it as of 
little account; and, till I be corrected by 
future experience, I would again be diſ- 
poſed to follow the ſame plan of cure; 
which, although it be not preciſely, is at 
leaſt nearly ſimilar to that which ſucceeded 
with Dr Graaf. 4 

Suppoſing the ſymptoms to ariſe from a 
deſtruction of ſome of the globules in 
conſequence of a putreſcent tendency, I 
imagined that this ought to be 'combated 
by antiſeptics, and as ſuch I employed here 
the Peruvian bark and elixir of vitriol. As 
the ſymptoms were not urgent, I wiſhed 
rather to throw in the Peruvian bark gra- 
dually, than in ſuch quantities as to en- 
danger any uneaſineſs at the ſtomach. 

In this way, conjoined with the vitriol 
acid, it was continued for near the ſpace 
of a fortnight; and, at the end of that pe- 
riod, the appearance on the ſurface, which 
had undergone different changes, but with 
a gradual tendency to decreaſe, was almoſt 
entirely gone. 

As ſhe complained of ſome diſorder in 
| $4 the 
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+ || the alimentary canal, which I conjectured 
LID might be the effect of the medicines, I di- 
ö rected their being diſcontinued; and, at 
. the ſame time, ordered purgatives, to diſ- 
*. charge the contents of the bowels. By 
1 theſe means the ſwelling in the ſtomach 
14 was removed; but, probably, they gave 
1 occaſion to the diſcharge of the worms ob- 
Yi ſerved after the firſt purgative. Although 
1 I conclude this to be eAcidental, yet 1 
1 was led to ſuſpect, that there might be 
1 more worms, and I thought it at leaſt pro- 
1 per to make fome trials with this view. 
bl | From more active anthelmintics, I was 
1 here, in ſome meaſure, precluded by the 
Wil. idea of the former diſeaſe. It was this 
Wil: circumitance that determined me to truſt 

I: | | to the powder of camomile flowers. 

{|} Bur, after continuing it for ſome days, 
1:11 a and after repeating the purgative, as there 
an: was no appearance of more worms, and the 
"Wy. | patient was, in every other reſpect, in 
14 | health, I reckoned it unneceſſary that ſhe 


ſhould continue her attendance here. Art. 
the ſame time, I ſhould not be ſurpriſed 


if 
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if ſhe has yet ſome uneaſineſs from worms; 
and, in that caſe, if ſhe comes again un- 
der our care, I may, with greater freedom, 
have recourſe to more powerful medicines. 


SEQUEL, 
This patient was not afterwards affet- 
ed with any ſymptoms which could be 


| ſuppoſed to progeed from worms, nor were 
any more wormꝭ obſerved to be diſcharged 


by ſtool. She continued alſo perfectly free 


from any return of the petechial affection, 
or of the other ſymptoms with which it 
had been attended, 


VIII. 
The Hiftoryof a CA NEROUs AFFECTION of 
the Breaft, treated by Electricity. 


M D——, a WOINAN aged ſixty- 
| two, admitted December 25th- 1776, 
has, in the left mamma, an indurated tu- 
mour of conſiderable ſize, ſliding readily 
14 pen 
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upon the pectoral muſcle. From this tu- 
mour Pains frequently ariſe, ſhooting to- 
wards the axillary glands, which are alſo 
25 ſomewhat ſwelled. In other reſpects ſhe 
is free from complaints, and has not men- 
ſtruated for theſe ſeven years paſt. 
About twenty years ago, ſoon after be- 
ing delivered of a child, a ſmall tumour was 
| firſt perceived in the breaſt affected. This 
in a ſhort time ſuppurated, and continued 
to diſcharge purulent matter for about ſix 
weeks. It then healed, after the loſs of ſome 
parts, particularly the nipple. Eight years 
after this, being induced to ſcratch the ſame 
breaſt very much, from an uneaſy tick- 
ling ſenſation which ſhe felt there, a freſh 
fore was formed. This, from her ac- 
count, continued to diſcharge purulent 
8” matter, of a thick conſiſtence, till about 
fix weeks ago. But the application of the 
uſual dreſſings being then neglected, the 
_ diſcharge ceaſed, and the fore cicatrized. 
A fortnight after this, ſhe ſays, ſhe firſt 
perceived the preſent tumour, and ſoon 
after the ſwelling of the axillary gland. 
| Illinatur 


- 
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Illinatur olcum camphoratum parti dolenti 
mamma, omni note hora ſomni. Accipiat 
etiam bis in ſeptimana ictus electricos tres ad 
gradum tertium, ita ut fluidum. electricum per 
tumorem mammæ curſum teneat. | 
January 14. She has e che 
electricity and friction ſince laſt report. 
She now thinks that the pain of her breaſt 
is ſomewhat diminiſhed, and the ſwelling 
leſſened. But che baſe of the tumour 
ſeems to be rather extended, | 

Rep:tatur electricitas ter in ſeptimana ; ; et 
accipiat, fingulis vicibus, ictus electricos de- 
cem ad gradum tertium, Continuetur oleum 
camphoratum ut antea. 

January 25. She thinks that the Selling 
of her breaſt continues to diminiſh, from 
the uſe of the electricity. Continuetur 
eleftricitas ter in ſeptimana, et accipiat ictus 
guindecim ad gradum quartum. 

February 1. She has had much pain in 
her breaſt ſince it was laſt electrified; and 
there is a ſlight excoriation near the nipple, 
which diſcharges a ſmall quantity of mat- 
ter. | 

Imponatur 
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73 Imponatur indies parti qffectæ, linimenti ce= 
rei pauxillum; et continuetur electticitat, ſed 
accipiat, ſingulis vicibus, ictus decem ſolummodo. 

January 8, There is now a confiderable 
ulceration on her breaſt, from which there 


1 | is a copious diſcharge of matter. The 
1 ſwelling continues to be much diminiſhed, 
KR but ſhe thinks that the electricity increaſes 
. her pain. Intermittatur elefricitas, conti- 


auctur linimentum cereum, ei capiat veſpere ? 
et mane pulveris ſoliorum cicutæ grana tria. 


11 OBSERVATIONS delivered February 22. 


In this caſe there are few ſymptoms, 
hl: and the affection is evidently ſimple; yet 
= o- its nature is not altogether without dif- 
ficulty. The diſeaſe at preſent is princi- 
pally, if not entirely, fituated in the left 
mamma. And here the affection is equally 
evident, both to fight and touch. A ma- 
nifeſt indurated tumour can be diſtinctly 
felt; and although its ſurface is ſome- 
times ulcerated, and ſometimes not, yet 

the 
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the this never recovers its natural og | 
pearance. _ : 


Here we have not, ideell, every — * hes 


tom uſually attending cancer. Yet there 
is a ſtrong probability, that the affection ia 
rather of this kind, than that it is now to 


be reckoned ſcirrhous, particularly from | 


its diſpoſition to an ulcerated condition. 
This ſuppoſition is ſill farther corrobo- 
rated by the ſhooting pains with which 
the patient is frequently affected; but ſtill 
more by the tumour under the axilla. For 
this laſt circumſtance may be conſidered 
as a demonſtration of abſorption from the 
breaſt, and chat too of matter which, in 
other glands, would produce a ſimilar af- 
fection to that which occurs in the mam- 
ma. 
2 With this ſentiment, I cannot eaſily, in 
the preſent caſe, pronounce a favourable 
prognoſis. All authors are agreed in rec- 
koning cancer among the moſt dangerous 
affections. It is particularly one of thoſe 
complaints where there is no ground to 
hope f for a natural termination in recovery. 
| And 
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And if 2 cure is to be effected, it muſt, in 
a great meaſure, if not entirely, be the 
work of art. Yet, perhaps, even with the 
beſt aſſiſtance, recovery is in no. caſe to 
be depended upon. Nor, on the other 
hand, can any one be conſidered as ſo de- 
ſperate as to preclude all trials: and it is 
merely with this view that we have taken 
the preſent patient under care. 
In ſuch caſes as the preſent, a cure is to 
be expected only on one of two principles; 
either by removing the diſeaſed parts, or 
by reſtoring them to a ſound ſtate. Where 
a complete removal can' be effected, I have 
no doubt in conſidering it as a proper me- 
thod. I am, for my own part, convinced, 
that it affords not only the moſt expedi 
tious, but alſo the moſt certain cure; an 
I am perſuaded, that many have fallen | 
$ victims to cancer from its wo been ne- 
glected. 
Some, indeed, and thoſe, too, men of no 
inconſiderable note, are enemies to opera- 
tion, in every caſe of cancer: and, were 
we acquainted with any effectual medicine 
for | 
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for reſtoring the diſeaſed parts to a ſound 
ſtate, I would have no heſitation in agree- 
ing with them. 

It is obſerved, and ed with juſtice, 
that many on whom the operation is per- 


formed with apparent ſucceſs, afterwards 
die of a cancer, and that, too, in very great 
agony. But to aſcribe either the return 
of cancer or pain to the operation, 18 a 
very erroneous mode of reaſoning. The 
allowing cancer to remain at one place, 
is no defence againſt its affecting another; 
on the contrary, from this circumſtance, 
there is a greater probability of its hap- 
pening. Hence no bad effect can, with 

juſtice, be aſcribed to removing the affected 
part: and, when we find a patient again 
affected with a cancer, from whom one 
was formerly extirpated, it only argues, 
that, by local operation, virus cannot be 
expelled from the ſyſtem. The exiſtence 
of cancerous virus in other parts, in all 
probability, 1s very generally the effect of 
the operation's being delayed; and if there 
are ſome caſes where the patient has had a 


return 
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return of cancer, there are others where 
this has not happened. 

In ſome caſes, then, it. may be conſi- 
dered as the means of a complete cure. In 
others, and theſe even the worſt, where 
the ſituation is ſuch as to admit of it, 
operation may at leaſt be the means of 
removing urgent ſymptoms, and protract 

che life of the patient for many years. 

From all theſe conſiderations, then, I 
muſt own, that I am an advocate for- 
operation in this complaint. And, after 
the caſes lately publiſhed in ſupport of 
this practice, by Mr Hill of Dumfries, 
very few, I apprehend, who have ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered them, will doubt the 
propriety of it. As he obſerves of 
ſelf, were it my fate to be affected with 
cancer, I would not delay operation a 
ſingle hour, in _ of cure by any other 
means. 

On theſe orincigles, therefore, I had no 
| heſitation in recommending. it to this pa- 
tient to think of operation; but I found 
her totally averſe to all thoughts of ir: 

N ; And 
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And I muſt here obſerve, that it is, an ope- 
ration attended with ſo much danger, chat 
I ſhould reckon ir improper to go any fur- 
ther than merely to recommend it. 
As the preſent patient, while ſhe was re- 

ſolved againſt operation, was deſirous of 
employing any other mode of cure, I de- 
termined at leaſt to give trial-to ſuch, and 
to attempt what could be done with the 
view of reſtoring the diſeaſed part to a 
ſound ſtate. This, I apprehend, is to be 
effected by reſtoring free circulation thro' 
the part, and the natural action of the 
veſſels. For I ſuppoſe what has been gene- 
rally called cancerous virus, as well as all 
the other ſymptoms, to depend on obftruc- 
tion of ſome of the veſlels, and the vitiated 
action of others. 

I conſidered this as no ii op- 
portunity for trying how far theſe ends 
could be obtained by means of electricity. 
Electricity, with the view of diſcuſſing ſuch 
tumours, has been ſtrongly recommended 
to me by Dr Eaſon, now phyſician in 
Mancheſter, He was led to propoſe it from 

alk 
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an accidental recovery happening to a lady 
in Ireland labouring under ſuch a com- 
plaint, in conſequence of a ſtroke from 
. 

This hiſtory, as related by bim, you will 
find in the fourth volume of the Medical 
Commentaries. It was, therefore, with the 
preſent patient, my intention to perſiſt in 
the uſe of this remedy for a conſiderable 
time, and to carry it to as great a height 
as ſhe could eaſily bear. 

At firſt, although uſed only to a ſlight 
degree, it ſeemed to promiſe ſome advan- 
tage; and the patient herſelf was in- 
clined to imagine that it both mitigated 
the pain and diminiſhed the tumour. 
With a view, therefore, of augmenting 
theſe advantages, I ordered both the num- 
ber and force of the ſtrokes to be increaſed. 
Now, however, I am ſomewhat doubtful 
how far this direction was proper. For, 
after this change, the pains returned with 
increaſed ſeverity, and the tumour was 
again converted into an ulcerated ſtate. I 
do not, however, think it clear that theſe 

alte- 


* 
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alrerations were the effects of electricity; 
yet where there was ground for ſuſpect- 
ing this, I durſt not order the continuance 
of it. On this account I have, at leaſt for 
the preſent, diſcontinued the trial; but 
with the intention of again returning to 
the uſe of it, if circumſtances will al- 
low : for I cannot help thinking, that its 
influence in the preſent caſe has been 
ſuch as to give hopes that it may be a 
powerful remedy in renewing circulation 
through diſeaſed parts. I have, in the 
mean time, put this patient on the uſe f 
the cicuta; from which I cannot help 
thinking, that in ſome caſes I have ſeen 
very good effects. If there be any appear- 
ance of advantage, I ſhall wiſh to perſiſt 
with it for ſome time; and after a proper 
trial, the farther treatment will be regula- 
ted by circumſtances. I muſt, however, 
conclude, as 1 have already ſaid, that nei- 
ther from this, nor from any other mode 
of cute, have I any high expectations. 
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SEQUEL. 


The cicuta was continued with. this pa- 
tient for ſome time without any obvious 


good effect. She was averſe to the repeti- 


tion of the electricity; and gave up attend- 
ance at the Diſpenſary, to try the effects 
of gentle dreſſings, without * other me- 
dicine. | 


XI. 
Obſervations on a Caſe of Hæmorrboic. 


D 


W „a man in the 47th year 
of his age, by trade a gardener, of a 


robuſt habit and florid complection, ad- 


mitted January 21. 1777, complains of 
being conſtantly affected with much pain 
about the anus, which is increaſed by 
walking and when he 1s at ſtool. After 
each ſtool he generally paſſes ſome blood, 
which is commonly in a pure and fluid 
ſtate. Small tubercles, ſlightly inflamed, 

Pe. h are 
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are to be ſeen externally at the anus; from 


which he ſuppoſes the pain and diſcharge 


to proceed. Pulſe, heat, and appetite, 1 na- 
tural; belly regular, | 

About eighteen months ago, he was 
affeted with an itching over his whole 


ſkin, and with pain in his head, which 


was attended with flight giddineſs. Theſe 
complaints continued for ſome weeks, and 
left him upon the appearance of the pre- 
ſent affection; for which he knows no 
other cauſe, He has uſed but few medi- 
cines, and theſe have had little effect. 


* Florum ſulphurit, 

Pulveris cremoris tartari, ſingulorum 
uncias duat. Syrupi ſimplicis quantum 
ſulficit. M. fiat electuarium, cujus ca- 

. piat drachmam unam ter de die. 


February 1. The medicine has been ta- 
ken as directed, and has had the effect of 
keeping - his belly gently open, He has 
ſtill ſome pain about the anus, but it is 
conſiderably diminiſhed; and there has 
K 2 | been 
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been very litde. diſcharge of biood ſince 


he began the uſe of his medicine. 

| Continnetu? electuarium ut antea. 
February 8. He is now free from all 
his former complaints, except a flight de- 
gree of ſoreneſs externally. Let him be 
diſmiſſed. 15 | 


OBSERVATIONS delivered February 15. 


The caſe of this patient affords ſubject 
but for few remarks. His diſeaſe is nei- 
ther in its nature 'fingular, nor is there 
any room for doubt reſpecting it; while, 
at the ſame time, there does not here oc- 
cur any complication of affections. That 
this patient was affected with hzmorrhois, 
can admit of no doubt; but this is a diſ- 


eaſe, with regard to which the moſt emi- 
nent practitioners ſtill differ in. their ſenti- 


ments. It may indeed be thought that 
the preſent caſe has not every charaQeri- 


tic of the affection, as defined by ſome 


noſologiſts. This patient, when he came 
under our care, had no complaint of 
Ad | head- 
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headach, vertiga, or pain about his loins. 
Theſe, however, according to Dr Cullen, 
are characteriſtics of this affection: And 
he even puts them in ſuch a manner, that 
we ought to conclude they ſhould con- : 
ſtantly be preſent. Few noſologiſts, how & 
ever, reckon ſo many ſymproms eſſential ; 
and the preſent cafe at leaſt correſponds 
very exactly co the definition of Mr Sau- 
vages. His words are, Fluxus eruentus 
* ex podice vel recto, mapiſcia ruptis ob- 
5 ſito. bl | 
Beſides bloody discharge and tubercles, 
pain is alſo by ſome. conſidered. as a cha- 
racteriſtic of the affection. And: it may 
even be remarked, that neither the one 
nor the other of the ſymptoms mentioned 
by Sauvages are to be conſidered as eſſen- 
tial. Often, indeed, as in the preſent 
inſtance, both are conjained; but in ſome 
caſes, there is no tumour, and in others 
there is no diſcharge. This has led ta the 
diſtinctions of the affection into hæmor- 
rhois cæca, aperta, into interna, externa, 
and che uke Theſe varieties, however, da 
K 3 not 
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not depend on any eſſential difference in 
the nature of the diſeaſe, but merely on 
ſituation and condition. In the preſent 
caſe, we can have no doubt in pronoun- 
cing, that the diſeaſe was of the external 
kind, and at the ſame time intitled to the 
appellation of the hæmorrhois aperta. It 
is in general agreed, that this complaint 
ariſes from an affection of the hæmorrhoi- 
dal veſſels.” It has, however, been diſpu- 
ted, whether the hemorrhagy proceeds 
from arteries or veins; and whether the 
rumour be the effect of effuſion into the 
cellular membrane, or of the enlargement 
of the veins. It is the moſt common opi- 
nion, that both hemorrhagy and tumour 
depend on the veins. And this opinion, I 
am inclined to think, is moſt generally 
true. It is corroborated both by the diſ- 
ſections of Morgagni, and by attending 
to thoſe habits uſually ſubject to hæmor- 
rhois. en from diſſection, con- 
tends, © Hzmorrhoiges nihil eſſe aliud 

© quam varices venarum ani.“ Beſides 
this, the diſeaſe * affects thoſe la- 
bouring 
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bouring under venous plethora, or at leaſt _ 
ſuch as have arrived at that period of life 
when this condition is moſt frequent. It 
18 not, however, to be denied, that many 
circumſtances ſeem to favour the opinion 
of effuſion. It is to be obſerved, that 
there is frequently no inconfiderable pain; 
a circumſtance not arifing from diſtention 
of veins. Beſides, there are alſo diſſec- 
tions in favour of the opinion of effuſion. 
Theſe have demonſtrated a lodgment of 
blood 1n a eee e of condenſed 
cellular membrane: and it may alſo be 
added, that the diſcharge is ſometimes very 
great, and is evidently preceded by increa- 
ſed impetus and tendency to hemorrhagy 
over the whole ſyſtem. When all theſe 
circumſtances concur, there is ſtrong pre- 
ſumption that the diſcharge” proceeds 
from arteries. And this opinion is even 
favoured by ſome diſſections related by 
Morgagni himſelf, In one caſe, he ob- 
e! . Extremum inteſtinum intus va- 
ricoſis venarum nodis inzquale, - Ma- 
"ou. ex his attente inſpiciens miratus 
K4 * "mn ſum, 
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7 ſum, cum ipſo qui non modico alioquin 
diſtendebatur ſanguinis grumo, non niſi 
tenuiſſima ſanguifera vaſcula communi- 
- . ut evidens eſſet aliquam perexilem 
venam in eam fuiſſe amplitudinem dila- 
© tatam.' To me it ſeems more probable, 
that the appearance which here aſtoniſhed 
Morgagni, was rather the effect of effu- 
ſion than of the amen dilatation 
which he ſuſpected. | 
It would ſeem then, that i in this 8 
tion caſes may differ eſſentially in their 
nature: and ſuch a diſtinction is often of 
conſequence in the cure. It naturally oc- 
curs here as a queſtion, To which of theſe 
kinds the preſent caſe is to be referred ? 
I know no circumſtance, in the inſtance 
before us, from which we can form a cer- 
tain judgment; yet I muſt own I am diſ- 
poſed to conſider it as a venous affection. 
The diſcharge of blood is only to a ſlight 
degree, and ſeems to happen principally, 
if not entirely, from preſſure, as on a diſ- 
charge of fæces by ſtool. It is not at- 
| ed with any marks of increaſed impe- 


rus, 
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tus, nor accompanied with any conſider- 


tions againſt the ſuppoſition of the he- 


morrhagy being from the arteries, While 
the idea of its being venous is confirmed 


by the period of life at which (ho patient 
has arrived. 

- Thus then I have — 5 my Geenen 
reſpecting che nature of the diſeaſe with 
which this patient is affected. After the 
termination which it has already had, I 
need add nothing of the prognoſis; The 
diſeaſe indeed, previous to his admiſſion, 
was of ſome duration; yet no circum- 
ſtance indicated, what could be reckoned 
any great degree of violence. There was, 
therefore, good reaſon for entertaining 
hopes of a favourable termination; which 
accordingly ſoon took place. I would not, 
however, from this, be underſtood. to 
mean, that this patient is radically cured. 
It is well known, that thoſe who have 
once been ſubjected to this complaint, are 


very liable to a recurrence of the affection; 
and it is not improbable that this may 


"happen 


able degree of pain. All theſe are objee - 


” 
— 
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happen \with the preſent patient: yet, 
when he was diſmiſſed, he was free from 
pain, ſwelling, and bloody diſcharge ; 
and, without ſome exciting cauſe, he may 
continue ſo. * | 
- In the treatment of this caſe, I found it 
neceſſary to do very little. And I may 
here obſerve, that hæmorrhois is one of 
thoſe affections, reſpecting the propriety 
of curing which there is often very great 
doubt. In many caſes, particularly where 
the diſcharge is habitual, it is to be con- 
ſidered as ſalutary: and in moſt inſtances 
there is ſome danger from, a ſudden check, 
eſpecially where the diſcharge is inconſi- 
derable. This is particularly the caſe 
when, as was obſerved: with the preſent 
patient, thoſe ſubjected to it have that 
florid complection which gives evidence of 
plethora. The cure, therefore, is to be 
regulated by the appearance of the diſeaſe; 
and where there is nothing very urgent, it 
is perhaps the beſt plan to do but little, 
tn when n 18 no reaſon to ap- 

ä e * 
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prehend that by neglect there is any dan 
ger of its becoming habitual; - 

There are indeed caſes of this affection 
calling for the moſt powerful remedies: 
Theſe are ſometimes neceſſary with a vie 
of obviating violent inflammation, and 
ſometimes for reſtraining an exceſſive diſ- 
charge of blood; as by evacuations in this 
way, the patient may be cut off, either 
from inanition, or from ſome ſupervening- 
diſeaſe. In the former caſe, the impetus 
at the rectum is to be diminiſned by ge- 
neral and topical bleeding, by antiphlo- 
giſtic purgatives, and by emollient ap- 
plications. In the latter, we muſt attempt 
to induce conſtriction of veſſels by dif- 
ferent aſtringents, whether OY or 
internally applied. 75 on 

In the inſtance; however, which” we 
have here had occaſion to treat, I ſaw no 
neceſſity for either. Although T ſuſpected 
that the bemorrhagy was from the veins, 
and conſidered it as being of the paſſive 
kind, yet its extent was by no means ſo 
n as to require ſuch a doubtful medi- 
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cine as aſtringents. Although there was 
ſome evidence of a plethoric diſpoſition, 
yet neither was there any general affection 
of the habit, nor any local inflammation 
requiring a diminution of impetus. From 


theſe conſiderations, therefore, I reckon- 


ed it ſufficient to obviate the principal ex- 
citing cauſe of the hemorrhagy, This I 
took to be the ſtate of diſcharge by belly. 


I put the patient therefore on the uſe of a 


gentle refrigerant purgative. From this I 
hoped that we ſhould not only remove com- 


preſſion, but produce a gentle depletion 


of the ſyſtem. This, together with the 
daily labour in which he muſt be enga- 
ged, and if not the low, at leaſt the mo- 
derate diet, which is probably the utmoſt 
bis circumſtances can afford, I hoped 


would be ſufficient for the removal of the 


plethora. In this, it would appear, my 


expectations were not diſappointed; and 


from the time that he began the electuary, 
which gently loofened his belly, he had 


no More of the bloody diſcharge, Be- 


aides, during the continuance of it, the 


pain 
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pain and external ſwelling - gradually di- 
miniſhed, inſomuch, that at laſt report I 
conſidered him to be ſo far recovered, that 
I judged farther attendance here unneceſſa- 
ry. He might indeed have been conti- 
nued for a week or two longer on the liſt, 
and we ſhould then have been better able to 
determine how far the cure was completed. 
But for this purpoſe, it would have been 
requiſite, at leaſt for the ſake of form, to 
have perſiſted in the uſe of ſome medi- 


cines. While, however, I conſidered ao- 


thing as better ſuited to the nature of his 
complaint than the electuary on which I 
had put him, I was unwilling even to 
continue it any longer: for from render= 
ing purgatives habitual, the inconvenien- 

ces produced are by no means ſmall. I 
conſidered it therefore as the preferable 
method, ro recommend it to him to re- 
turn here upòn the recurrence of his com- 
plaint. And if he does not, we may pre- 
ſume that the benefit which he has recei- 
ved is of a permanent nature. 


SEQUEL 
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: .SnQVBL. 1920 | 
This patient did not afterwards 8 


150 aid at the Diſpenſary; and after ſeve- 


ral months had elapſed, he continued per- 


fectly free from any return of hie former. 
complaint. f 


XII. 


4 4 cy of e treated 2 the Par 
Vvian bark. | 


— a: aged 24, admitted Decem- 
ber 2d, 1776, a widow, of a fair com- 
plection and delicate habit, complains of 
great debility and frequent nauſea, eſpe- 
cially in the morning. She is affected al- 
ſo with flatulency and an uneaſy ſenſation 
at her ſtomach, which is generally aggra- 
vated by taking fool. 
Her menſes, for the moſt part, return 


every three weeks, and continue to flow 


for eight or nine days in immoderate quan- 
tity. Should their return be protracted 
4 till 
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till the interval of a month, which is 
ſometimes the caſe, all her complaints in- 
creaſe in violence, and ſhe is affected with 
flying pains over her whole body. They, 
however, for the moſt part, leave her 
when the catamenia again appear. 

Her pulſe beats 100 ſtrokes in the mi- 
nute: her belly is regular, tongue clean, 
and reſpiration eaſy; but her appetite is 
much impaired, and ſhe complains of 
great thirſt, * 

The immoderate flux of menſes came 
on about three years ago, immediately 
after weaning a child which ſhe had ſuck- 
led for fifteen months, For this affeQtion 
ſhe can aſſign no cauſe : but to it ſhe at- 
tributes all her other complaints ; moſt of 
which began about two years ago. 

She has uſed a great variety of medi- 
cines, and among others the Peruvian 
bark; from which ſhe thinks that ſhe has 
derived the greateſt relief. 

Capiat pulveris corticis Peruviani « 

drachmam quarta quaque hora. 
December 14. There has been no bloody 
diſ- 
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diſcharge from the vagina for two weeks 


paſt ; but her other ſymptoms continue 


much as before. Continuetur cortex Peru- 
vianus, ut antea. 

December 21. She continued tolerably 
eaſy for ſome days after the laſt report; 


but her menſes appeared again about two 


days ago, and the diſcharge is ſtill very 
great. It was, however, preceded by ra- 
ther leſs pain than uſual. Pulſe eighty ; 
appetite ſomewhat mended ; belly rather 
bound. - Continuetur cortex Peruvianus, ut 
antea; et capiat elixir vitrioli acid: guttas 
viginti ex aque cyatho omni nocte. 


December 28. After ſhe had taken the 


elixir for two nights, her menſes ſtopped. 
Since that ſhe has been much affected with 
ſwelling in her ſtomach and in the under 
part of her belly; and ſhe alſo complains 
much of flying pains through different 


parts of her body. Pulſe eighty; belly 


regular, Intermittatur elixir vitrioli. Con- 

tintetur cortex Peruvianus, ut antea, 
January 4. The pains of which ſhe 
complained are much eaſier; and the 
4 ſwell- 
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| ſwelling was much diminiſhed ſoon after 
laſt report. It continued ſo till two days 
ago; but ſince that there has been ſome 
return of it. Pulſe 100; belly natural. 
Continuetur Cortex Peruvianus. 

January 14. She was tolerably eaſy till 
within theſe three days: but the men- 
ſtrual diſcharge then appeared, and the 
evacuation has taken place to the fame ex- 
tent as uſual. The diſcharge ſtill conti- 
nues; and fince it began, the pains thro? 

her body have been much aggravated, but 
without any ſwelling of the abdomen, 
She is again affected with thirſt, and her 
appetite is ſotnewhat more impaired than 
before. Pulſe 96; heat moderate. Con- 
tinuetur cortex Peruvianus, ſed cupiut drach- 
mam unam tertia quaque hora. 


OBSERVATIONS delivered January 18. 


To the diſeaſe of this patient there is 
little difficulty in affixing 4 name. She is 
indeed afflicted with various complaints, 
which are attendants of ſeveral genera of 

'F L diſcaſe, 
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diſcharge from the vagina for two weeks 
paſt ; but her other ſymptoms continue 
much as before. Contmuetur cortex Peru- 
"wviatns, ut antea, 

December 21. She coitinizel tolerably 
eaſy for ſome days after the laſt report; 
but her menſes appeared again about two 
days ago, and the diſcharge is ſtill very 
great. It was, however, preceded by ra- 
ther leſs pain than uſual. Pulſe eighty ; 
appetite ſomewhat mended ; belly rather 
bound. - Continuetur cortex Peruvianus, ut 
antea; et capiat elixir vitrioli acidi guttas 
viginti ex aque cyatho omni nocte. ; 

December 28. After ſhe had taken the 
elixir for two nights, her menſes ſtopped. 
Since that ſhe has been much affected with 
ſwelling in her ſtomach and in the under 
part of her belly; and ſhe alſo complains 
much of flying pains through different 
parts of her body. Pulſe eighty; belly 
regular, Intermittatur elixir vitrioli. Con- 

tintetur cortex Peruvianus, ut antea. 
* January 4. The pains of which ſhe 
complained are much eaſier; and the 
4 N ſwell- 
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| ſwelling was much diminiſhed ſoon after 
laſt report. It continued ſo till two days 
ago; but ſince that there has been ſome 
return of it. Pulſe 100; belly batural. 
Cotitinuetur Cortex 3 

January 14. She was tolerably eaſy till 
within theſe three days : but the men- 
ſtrual diſcharge then appeared, and the 
evacuation has taken place to the ſame ex- 
tetit as uſual. The diſcharge ſtill conti- 
nues ; and fince it began, the pains thro 
her body have been much aggravated, but 
without any ſwelling of the abdomen. 
She is again affected with thirſt, and her 
appetite is ſomewhat more impaired than 
before. Pulſe 96; heat moderate. Con- 
tinuetur cortex Peruvianus, ſed capiat drach- 
mam unan tertia quaque Hora. 


OBSERVATIONS delivered January 18. 


To the difeaſe of this patient there is 
little difficulty in affixing 4 name. She is 
indeed afflicted with various complaints, 
which are attendants of ſeveral genera of 

I L diſeaſe. 
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diſeaſe. As examples, we may mention 
the ſymptoms of debility, nauſea, flatu- 
lence, and the like. There can be no 
doubt, however, that all of theſe in the 
preſent caſe proceed from the ſame origin. 
They are here the effects of a debilitated 
ſyſtem from exceſſive hemorrhagy: for 
with this patient the menſes return at 
ſhorter periods than uſual. When this 


diſcharge does return, it is continued for 


an unuſual length of time; and during 


that period the diſcharge is exceſlive, 


There can be little doubt, then, in pro- 
nouneing this caſe to be an immoderate 
flow of the menſes; or, in the language 


of the noſologiſts, a caſe of menorrhagia. 


Beſides the complaints already mentioned, 


this patient is frequently affected with 
tranſitory pains. Theſe, from the hiſtory, 
are evidently connected with the diſtem- 


per which we have mentioned; for they 


chiefly occur previous to the menſtruel _ 
evacuation, and are only remarkable when 


the diſcharge does not take place at the 
uſual time. Pains of this nature, how- 
1 9 „ ever, 
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ever, frequently attend menorrhagia, in- 
ſomuch that, by ſome, they are'introdu- 
ced amongſt the diagnoſtic ſymptoms, 
But without conſidering them as eſſential, 
they are at leaſt common; and in place of 
giving doubt, corroborate our opinion. 
As to the name of this affection, there- 
fore, there is little ambiguity. 
But in order to give either a probable 
prognoſis, or to lay down a rational plan 
of cure, we muſt go farther. Theſe are 
only to be derived from the peculiar na- 
ture of the caſe before us; for under the 
genus of the menorrhagia very different 
affections are included: and, above all, 
it is particularly. neceſſary to determine 
whether the hemorrhagy be of the active 
or paſhve kind. In the latter caſe, endea- 
vours to reſtrain it are often indiſpenſably 
neceſſary : In the former caſe, they would 
often be attended with the worſt conſe- 
quences; for there the hemorrhagy is to 
be conſidered as a natural cure. In the 
nature of uterine hemorrhagy, however, 
there is ſomething peculiar ; and we can- 
L 2 not 
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not disjoin the conſideration from that of 
menſtruation. Of the theory of men- 
firuation, I have in other lectures had oc- 
cafion to treat. While every phyſician 
would explain the diſeaſed ſtates to which 
it is ſubjected on his own doctrines, I muſt 
beg leave to proceed on the ſuppoſition of 
the truth of what I have delivered. 
In thas view, I muſt- conſider all increa- 
ſed diſcharge, under this form, as pro- 
ceeding from one of three cauſes: 

From an uncommon determination of 
blood to the uterus. 

From an increaſed action of that viſcus, 
or of its veſſels. 

Or, laſtly, from want of due refiſtance 
to the impetus of the blood at the ucerus. 

It is our buſineſs to inquire, then, to 
which of rhefe cauſes the diſcharge here is 

to be referred, or how far different prin- 
ceiples may be concerned. The firſt may 
be confidered as giving hemorrhagy more 
purely of the active kind; the laſt, more 
particularly paſhve; while that which 
proceeds from increaſed action of the ute- 

| - 
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rus may be conſidered as of an interme- 
diate nature, The opinion which we 
adopt on, this ſubjeQ muſt very much in- 
fluence our practice; and hence it is ma- 
terial to diſtinguiſh to which it is to be 
referred. ' 

This is to be done on one of two 
grounds; either from the cauſes indu- 
cing the complaint, or from the conco- 
mitant circumſtances. In the preſent in- 
ſtance, from the firſt of theſe we can de- 
rive no light; for it did not manifeſtly 
ariſe from any particutar cauſe. We are 
merely told that it ſucceeded the giving 
' ſack to a child; during which period the 
menſes, for the moſt part, are wanting, 
as then, probably from an anaſtomoſis of 
veſſels, there is a real abſtraQtion of blood 
from the uterus itſelf. This never could 
be ſuppoſed to have any tendency in in- 
ducing an increaſed diſcharge. If, there- 
fore, I am allowed to conjecture, I would 
be inclined to go farther back, and would 
ſeek for the cauſe of it during the ſtate of 
Pregnancy or delivery. It is well known, 
L 3 oo 
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that at theſe periods the condition of the 
uterus and its veſſels are much affected. 
This, however, we muſt conſider as mere- 
ly conjecture, and muſt endeavour to de- 
termine the queſtion which we have ſta- 
ted on the laſt ground, viz. from conco- 
mitant appearances. On this ground, 
then, I propoſe to take a view of each in 
ater: 

An uncommon determination to the 
uterus, the firſt general cauſe of menor- 
rhagia ſometimes ariſes from particular 
local affections. Such, for example, as 
cauſes retarding the flow of blood into the 
neighbouring veſſels: hence the com- 
preſſion of theſe veſlels is an uſeful reme- 
dy for reſtoring obſtructed menſes. More 
frequently, however, it is the effect of 
general fulneſs: hence the menſtrual diſ- 
charge is accelerated and increaſed by high 
and plentiful living. Of neither the one 
nor the other, however, of theſe circum- 
ſtances, is there any evidence in the pre- 
ſent caſe. The circulation through the 
inferior extremities 1s the ſame as uſual, 


and 
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and every mark of general plethora i is ab- 
ſent. There is no tendency to a drowſy 
or lethargic ſtate; no general ſenſe of 
weight or fulneſs ; no turgeſcency, or florid 
complection; no great hemorrhagical ten- 
dency : On the contrary, from. paleneſs, 
delicacy, and debility, there is rather room 
for ſuſpecting inanition. Hence, upon 
the whole, for the ſuppoſition of an un- 
common determination to the uterus, 
chere is very little foundation. 

The ſecond general cauſe of menorrha- 
gia which we mentioned, was an increa- 
ſed action of the uterus. A peculiar ac- 
tion of this viſcus I reckon neceſſary to 
account for the menſtrual diſcharge. Such 
an action unqueſtionably takes place at 
a certain period of pregnancy; and is 
then the cauſe of delivery, and of courſe, 
in ſome degree, of the lochial diſcharge. 
If, however, there be ſuch a natural ac- 
tion, that it may be ſubjected to a morbid 
condition, is not to be queſtioned; and 
that this may be attended with a preter- 

natural ſtate of the diſcharge, both as to 


L 4 time 
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time and quality, can hardly be doubted. 
Such inordinate action may be eonſidered 
as an affection of the nervous kind. It 
may therefore be induced by all the va- 
riety of cauſes giving riſe to theſe; and 
when preſent, will chiefly be indicated by 
pain and irregularity as to the period of 
diſcharge, It 1s well known, that tem- 
porary ſpaſms and contractions beginning 
in the uterus, are often propagated to the 
neighbouring parts. Such is always the 
nature of labour-pains, unleſs as far as 
they are the effects of diſtention. Such 
frequently precede delivery, with people 
of delicate habits, for a conſiderable time. 
Such are often deſeribed as attendants up- 
on the menſtrual diſcharge: and ſuch, 
from the deſcription given, would ſeem 
to be the pains marked in the preſent 
caſe. I cannot help thinking, therefore, 
that there is a ſtrong preſumption as to 
the exiſtence of this cauſe: and when we 
farther add the ſhort intervals between 
the menſtrual diſcharge, this preſumption 
is much corroborated, eſpecially as the 

| pains | 
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pains are particularly ſevere when it is 
paltponed to more than the ordinary in- 


tervals, I muſt conclude, therefore, that 


here an inordinate action of the uterus 
takes place, and probably to a degree ſuf- 
ficient to account for all the ſymptoms, 

But the exiſtence of this cauſe does not 
preclude others. Ir remains, therefore, to 
conſider haw far the laſt cauſe may be 
concerned, that is, the want of due re- 
ſiſtance to the impetus of blood at the ute- 
rus. Of all the cauſes of menorrhagia, 
this is perhaps the moſt common. Ir is 
induced by various accidents, either gi- 
ving riſe to relaxation of the ſyſtem in 
general, or of the uterus in particular. It 
is the product likewiſe of various morbid 
affections of the uterus, as cancer, ulce- 
ration, and the like. When there is, 
therefore, ſuch a multiplicity of cauſes, 
it is not ſurpriſing that it ſhould fre- 
quently occur. And I do not doubt that, 
to ſome degree, it may take place in the 
preſent caſe. Of this there is even ſome 
preſumption, from the continuance of the 
diſ- 
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diſcharge, and from the quantity to which 
it occurs; for while the reſiſtance is con- 
ſiderable, inordinate action will never give 
any great diſcharge. But, on the other 
hand, there is no reaſon to preſume that 
laxity is the ſole cauſe; otherwiſe many of 
the preſent ſymptoms would be wanting, 
and the patient would not from thence be 
affected with pains ſo diſtreſſing to her. 
There 1s likewiſe ſome preſumption that 
the laxity is to no very conſiderable de- 
gree; for the patient, as far as we can 
learn, is not affected with the fluor albus. 
Hence, although the bloody evacuation be 
of conſiderable continuance, it would ap- 
pear that, after the moſt powerful cauſes 
are removed, the reſiſtance to the paſſage 
of the fluids is ſufficient to prevent any 
other diſcharge : And I conſider the con- 
tinuance of a diſcharge under the form of 
leucorrhcea to be a ſtronger mark of laxity 
than even a large evacuation of blood. Up 
on the whole, then, my idea of this com- 
plaint is, that it may in ſome degree de- 
pend upon diminiſhed reſiſtance to the 

I blood 
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blood at the uterus; but that it is princi- 
pally the effect of inordinate action. Thus 
I would confider it to be in a great mea- 
fare an affection ultimately FR, on 
the nervous influence. 05 345 
On this ſuppoſition, I muſt own, I am 
much at a loſs with regard to the prog- 
noſis. After all attempts to illuſtrate ner- 
vous affections, practitioners are ſtill much 
difficulted with regard to them; and par- 
ticularly reſpecting their termination we 
are totally in the dark. They have no 
fixed or determined courſe. Perhaps, in 
general, they continue in proportion to 
their ſeverity; yet when they are ſeem- 
ingly flight, they will often be very ob- 
ſtinate; reſiſting all attempts to cure; 
and where they are moſt alarming, they 
will often ſuddenly diſappear. I would 
not, therefore, be ſurpriſed, if the reco- 
very of the preſent patient was very ſud- 
den; and I will not be aſtoniſhed if her diſ- 
eaſe continues obſtinate, in ſpire of all thar 
can be done to remove it. This laſt event 
I reckon, of the two; the moſt probable. 
This 
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This diſeaſe has already remained for a 
confiderable time, even for the ſpace of 
ſeveral years. During that period, there 
has been no tendency to mitigation: On 
the contrary, rather an increaſe of ſymp- 
roms; and debility, nauſea, and ſimilar 
complaints, are now induced as ſequelæ 
of the original affection. It is farther to 
be obſerved, that ſhe has already uſed ma- 
ny remedies; and we may reaſonably pre- 
_ ſame none of the leaſt powerful. When 
it has reſiſted theſe, there is leſs to be ex- 
pected from others: nor, on the other 
hand, is there any great proſpect of a na- 
tural cure. This might, indeed, be ex- 
pected at thoſe times when the ſyſtem un- 
dergoes any great revolution ; ſuch as the 
period when the, menſes uſually leave wo- 
men: But with our patient this is proba- 
bly very far diſtant, as ſhe is but little paſt 
Her twentieth year. There is another cir- 
cumſtance from which a natural cure 
might be expected. As we have ſuppoſed 
this morbid affection to be in a great mea- 
ſure induced by one pregnancy, it might 
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be removed by another. Were the pa- 
tient, in the preſent ſituation, to fall with 
child, it would probably give ſome tem- 
porary cure: but, befides that her huſ- 
is now dead, it appears that there 1s very 
little chance of this even from a ſecond 
marriage. Her complaint indeed is, in 
ſome reſpects, not unfavourable to preg- 
nancy ; but in others, very much againſt 
it. And while the inordinate action of 
the uterus gives pains reſembling thoſe of 
labour, ſhe would be conſtantly expoſed 
to the danger of abortion. Even preg- 
nancy for a natural time, although giving 
ſome chance of cure, might yet have very 
oppoſite effects; and in place of removing, 
might greatly aggravate the diſeaſe, Up- 
on the whole then, the probability, I 
think, is, that the prefent affection will 
be tedious art leaſt, if the patient does not 
in a ſhort time fall a victim to it. 

It will therefore naturally occur, as a 
fecond queſtion, How far it ought to be 
conſidered as dangerous? and, I muſt own, 
I am far from being without apprehen- 


ſions. 
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ſions. It is by no means rare to find this 
diſeaſe terminating fatally, from the im- 
mediate conſequences of the quantity of 
diſcharge ; and in proportion to its conti- 
nuance, there is always greater riſk of 
this, as the reſiſtance at the uterus is of 
courſe diminiſhed. The evacuation hi- 


therto has not been to ſuch an extent as 


to threaten any imminent danger: but 


more is to be apprehended from the in- 


fluence of long continued evacuation on 
the ſyſtem. In this way ſhe has already 
been greatly debilitated ; and by a conti- 
nuance of the diſcharge may at laſt fink 
under it: yet without ſome ſenfible alte- 
ration of the ſymptoms, I would fain hope 
that this may not happen ſuddenly, and 
that we may at leaſt have an opportunity 
of trying different remedies. 

1 ͤmuſt, however, obſerve, that I am 
very much at a loſs, both with reſpect to 
the general plan of cure and the particular 


remedies to be uſed. From the view gi- 


ven of the complaint, I am inclined to 


conſider it chiefly as of the nervous kind. 
| | Hence 
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Hence it is neither to be obtained by eva- 
cuants, which are often a cure for hemor- 
rhagy of the active kind, depending on 
the ſtimulus of plethora ; nor by aſtrin- 
gents, the cure of thoſe of the paſſive kind 
which depend on rupture or relaxation. 
It is not an affection connected with any 
ſtate of the nervous ſyſtem in general: 
hence it is not to be removed by the com- 
mon means of cure in caſes either of mo- 
bility or torpor. But I conſider it as an 
affection both local, and at the ſame time 
peculiar: hence, without farther know- 
ledge of the laws and properties of the 
nervous ſyſtem, we muſt be very much 
in the dark reſpecting a rational plan of 
cure. 

Here our inquiries carry us no > Gnher 
than to have recourſe to thoſe remedies 
obſerved moſt uſeful as reſtraining inordi- 
nate motions. But with many of theſe 
there is very great difficulty: for a great 
part of them, to a very high degree, a& 
either as ſtimulants or ſedatives; and 
from both the one and the other of theſe 

effects, 
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effects, evils are to be dreaded. In ſuch a 
, caſe, therefore, can hardly, from rea- 
ſoning, venture to affirm what will or will 
not agree with, our patient; and my prac- 
tice muſt be regulated by trial. It was 
on this ground that I had recourſe to the 
Peruvian bark. Among other medicines 
raken by the patient before ſhe came un- 


der our care, this alſo had been employ- 


ed, and had been found productive of 
good effects. I thought, therefore, that 
by continuing and increaſing the quanti- 
ty, there was ſome chance of cure. And 
this is one of the medicines which, under 
prudent management, may, I apprehend, 


be given to a greater extent than is uſually 


done. I thought alſo of conjoining it with 
ſome more powerful aſtringent; and as 
ſach, I had recourſe to the acid elixir of 
vitriol: but neither one nor other have 
anſwered to my wiſh. From the uſe of 


the vitriolic acid, ſhe complained of ſwell- 


ing in her belly and increaſe of pains: and 


from an increaſed doſe, of the bark, I find, 


that, ſince the laſt report inſerted in our 
regiſter, 
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regiſter, ſhe complains of ſtill greater in- 


convenience. I do not doubt, that from 
both theſe medicines ſome. inconvenience 
may have been produced; yet I can hardly 
ſuppoſe their effects to have been ſo = 
as ſhe-is diſpoſed to repreſent. 

Beſides all theſe other difficulties, I am 
afraid we have another to combat in this 
caſe; I have no doubt reſpecting the rea- 
lity of this patient's complaint; yet I can- 
not help thinking that ſhe has a natural 
diſpoſition to aggravate the deſcription of 
every little alteration, and chat ſhe is of a 
timorous and ſuſpicious temper. Hence 
ſhe will be led to aſcribe to medicines, 
effects by no means following from them; 
and we ſhall probably find great difficulty 
in getting her to make a proper trial of 
any medicine. If, however, it can be ea- 
fily effected, I ſhall yet with to make fur- 
ther trial of the Peruvian bark; and if her 
ſtomach will not bear a large doſe, I ſhall 
attempt! to augment che quantity by fre- 
quent repetition. I may perhaps even al- 
der ch form, ot conjoin the preſent with 

M ſome 
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ſome other preparations ; as, for example, 

- a watery. infuſion; of it in combination 
with ſome aromatic, ſuch as the cortex 
aurantiorum. If the Peruvian bark fails, 
I have thoughts of trying, at the time of 
the diſcharge, the effects of anodyne me- 
dicines. Theſe indeed, in the greateſt 
number of caſes, rather tend to augment 
this diſcharge: at leaft thoſe of the female 
ſex, accuſtomed to the frequent uſe of 
opiates, as. well as thoſe who indulge 
in the. too frequent uſt of ſpirituous li- 
quors, have always the menſtrual eva- 
cuation to a great degree: but in the 
preſent caſe, I am inclined to think that 
they would have a contrary effect; and 

ſhould it even produce a more copious 
diſcharge, it might yet be of uſe, as 
giving relief of pain. From the trial al- 
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1 Po ready made, I am difpoſed to think, that 

| It. | there is more to be expected from ſedatives 

| bit | at the time of diſcharge than from aſtrin- 

| 1 gents: yet during the intervals, I would 
101 _ chiefly look for a radital cure from tonics; 

| li} and if the bark ſhall fail, I have thoughts | 
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of trying the calx of zinc, probably com- 
bining it with ſome articles diſtinguiſhed 
by the title of nervous medicines, as the 
powder of valerian. Should this likewiſe 
fail, I would, I own, be diſpoſed to re- 
commend to the patient a trial of cold ba- 
thing; and though it would require cau- 
tious management, yet I ſhould not be 
without expectations from the uſe of it. 
But from what I have already ſaid of the 
particular temper of our patient, I may 
eaſily propoſe more remedies than we will 
have an inane of crying. 


ssap zr. | 

Alfter this patient wy for ſome time 
continued the uſe of the Peruvian, bark, 
the ſeverity of her diſeaſe was ſomewhat 
abated. But as ſhe was averſe to the trial 
of other medicines, and unwilling to con- 
tinue the bark to any conſiderable extent, 
her attendance. at the Diſpenſary was diſ- 
continued, withoup her having ee 
a complete cure. 
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XIII. 


4 Caſc of Amenorrhæa, Wer by E . 


— C——, a woman in the twenty- 
fourth year of her age, admitted Ja- 
nuary 7th 1777, complains of a trouble- 
ſome cough, accompanied with ſcanty ex- 
peQoration. She is alſo affected with fla- 


tulency, liſtleſſneſs, and a ſenſe of weight 


and oppreſſion about the præcordia; and 
ſhe often complains of headach, Pulſe 
eighty; belly natural; appetite ſomewhat 
impaired, and her menſes are obſtructed. 
The cough 1s of four weeks ſtanding, 
and was attributed to cold. A fimilar cauſe 
is ſaid alſo firſt to have induced the obſtruc- 
tion of rhe menſtrual diſcharge, which has 
now continued for twenty months. Many 


: medicines have been uſed for the removal 


of this laſt complaint, 2 repeated 


the latter ſhe derived no benefit; J Var her 


ſym ptoms 
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ſymptoms were conſiderably relieved by 
the uſe of the lancet. 

Accipiat ictus electricos quatuor ad 8 
ſextum, ua ut flu idum elettricum per inſerio- 
rem abdominis partem curſum teneat. Et re- 
pctatur elefricitas eodem modo ter in ſeptic 
mana. 

January 18. She has felt no inconye- 
nience from the electricity; and ſhe thinks 
that ſhe is now leſs affected with the op- 
preſſion at her ſtomach: but there is no 
appearance of any return of the menſtrual 
diſcharge. Continuetur eleftricitas, ſed ac- 
cipiat ſingulis vicibus ictus duodecim ad gra- 
dum ſextum. Nec non capiat omni nocte elixir 
ex aloe et rheo ſemunciam. 

January 25. She has not been cleQri= 
fied ſince the laſt report; but-ſhe took the: 
elixir for four nights as directed. At the 
end of that time her menſes appeared, and 
flowed to à conſiderable extent. She is 
now very little affected with the oppreſ- 
ſion and uneaſineſs at ſtomach bur ſhe 
complains much of the cough during che 
tt Internuttantur medicamenta; fed ca- 

| M 3 Piat 
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frat miſturæ olcoſe ſemunciam quarts * 
Hora. 55 

February 1. Her cough has ho 10 
derably eaſier ſince ſhe began the oily mix- 
ture. There has been no farther appear- 
ance of the menſtrual diſcharge; but ſhe 
complains of pain in her belly, particu- 
larly about the under part of it. Conti- 
nuetur miſtura olegſa, ſed capiat Emin 
wveſpere ei mane tantummodo, 

February 8, Her cough 1s Shins gone, 
and her health in other reſpects is pretty. 
well re-eſtabliſhed; Appetite mended; 
heat natural. Continuetur miſtura, ut an- 
TO ON Wt . Senn © OG 
February 15. She continues free from 

almoſt all her ſymptoms. emen, 

* "_ e 1p 


 OnsxnvaTIONs dtlivered March ff 


When this patient came at > ara un» 
der our care, her caſe was not entirely new 
to me. She had been my patient about 
fix months . in a the clinical ward 7 

E 0 
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the Royal Infirmary. Her complaints 
were then in ſome reſpects different from 
thoſe mentioned in the preſent hiſtory, 
At that time ſhe was affected with dropſi- 


cal ſymptoms to no inconſiderable degree. 


She was then, however, alſo ſubject to 

the complaint for which the has at preſent. 
applied to us, the amenorrhea; for I 
have little heſitation in confidering this to 
be the principal part of her difeaſe. It 
was, however, as we have juſt obſerved, 
an attendant alſo of the former affection; 
and I was at that time diſpoſed to conſider 
them as not unconnected. : Then; I own, 
I 'was inclined to believe, that the obſtruc- 
tion of the menſes was the cauſe of the 
dropſical affection; and that, from this 
circumſtance, the dropſy would probably 
be the more obſtinate. How far the af- 
fections were really connected, may yet 
perhaps be matter of doubt. But the 
dropſy was in no long time entirely remo- 
ved; and, as I apprehend, in a good mea- 
furs from che effects of elaterium; a me- 
1 M. 4 "722 dicine | 
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dicine which I have lately employed in 


ſeveral inſtances of dropſy with ſucceſs. 
After the dropſy was removed, I did 
nothing farther for reſtoring of the men- 
ſes, than by endeavouring to ſtrengthen 
the ſyſtem. And as the meaſures, uſed 
with this view in the hoſpital were inef- 
fectual, I thought it improper to keep her 
longer there, as her health began to fuf- 


fer in other reſpects. She was therefore 


diſmiſſed, in hopes that the menſtrual diſ- 
charge might ſtill be reſtored by her far- 
ther recovery of ſtrength in the country, 
and by more regular exerciſe. and more 
free air than was to be had in an hoſpital. 
It now appears, however, that theſe were 
alſo inſufficient for the purpoſe : and be- 
fides this, ſhe had hkewiſe uſed for fome 
months many different medicines, which, 
although they were ſuch as might readily 
have been ſuppoſed moſt ſerviceable, were 
yet ineffectual. In this ſituation the * 

came under my care. 
It is to be er ted. however, that at 
thus time, as well as formerly, the ame- 
norrhœa 
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norrhœa was not her only complaint. She 
had for ſome weeks been affected with a 
troubleſome cough, accompanied with dif- 
ficult and ſcanty expectoration. This'ſhe 
aſcribed, and probably with juſtice, to an 
accidental cold; and it may be confider- 
ed as totally m with the ame- 
norrhæa. 

The menſtrual evacuation had now been 
wanting about twenty months; and I had 
little heſitation in referring to this the im- 
paired appetite, liſtleſſneſs, oppreſſion at 
the præcordia, and headach, of * he 
complained. _ 

I own, from the firſt view! had of this | 
caſe, I was diſpoſed to form a different | 
idea with regard to the termination of it 
from what I do at preſent. In the ca- 
tarrhal affection, unleſs from long conti» 
nuance, I ſaw nothing of a threatening 
appearance, I hoped that it might ſoon 
be removed, or even of itſelf ceaſe. The 
amenorrhea, however, I conjectured would 
be more obſtinate; and as it had already- 
rehiſted ſeveral of the moft 3 reme 

dies, 
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dies, I had, Town, but little hopes of a 


cure. This, therefore, I confidered to be 
the great object of attention in practice. 
I concluded, that the renewal of the diſ- 


charge was not to be looked for from the 
reſtoring of general health; for the pa- 
tient had now no ſymprom of dropfical 
tendency or marks of inanition. On the 


contrary, ſhe was affected with ſymptoms 


of fulneſs at the menſtrual period; and 
from theſe ſhe had often obtained relief by 
blood-letting, 1 inferred, therefore, that 
a due accumulation in the uterus was not 
wanting. I ſuſpected, indeed, it might 
proceed from an obſtruction in the paſſa- 


ges through which it ought to paſs. But 


if it was of this kind, it could not depend 
on a ſlight or tranſient cauſe, as, for ex- 
ample, ſpaſm: And if it aroſe from a 
fixed local cauſe, I could not look for a. 
renewal of the diſcharge. I concluded, 
therefore, that the chief hopes of a reco- 
very were from a reſtoration of that ac- 
tion of the uterus, which I ſuppoſe neceſ- 
ſary to the menſtrual evacuation. 


With 
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| With this Here. I was reſolved to make the | 
preſent caſe a ſubject of trial of electricity. 
This is a remedy which, in many of the 
moſt obſtinate caſes, has lately been found 
ſucceſsful ; and its operation is, I appte+ 
hend, totally to be referred to an action 
on the living fibres. It is well known 
how much electricity does in reſtoring ſen- 
{Ability and the power of motion to other 
parts. It may therefore reſtore the men- 
ſtrual flux in two ways; either by an im- 
mediate action on the moving fibres, thus 
inducing that contraction which I ſuppoſe 
neceſſary, or by reſtoring the capability 
of motion at the regular periods. In the 
former caſe, the cure will be an inſtanta- 
neous effect of the operation; in the lat- 
ter, it will not occur till it has been uſed 
for ſome time, perhaps even not till after the 

electricity has been intermitted. On theſe 
principles, then, I reſolved to give it a 
full trial in the preſent caſe. And while 
I perſiſted in the uſe of it, I intended gra- 
dually to increaſe both Yo e. and 
en of che ſhocks, | 


A 
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A flow of the menſes, however, did 
not appear on the firſt exhibition of the 
electricity; although it was from the 
hopes of exciting immediate action, that 
J had directed that the ſhocks ſhould 
paſs through the region of the uterus. 
In this, however, I was. not much diſ- 
appointed; for after ſo long an obſtruc- 
tion, though an immediate flow might 
have taken place, yet it was hardly to be 
expected. I reſolved, therefore, - ſtill to 
perfiſt in the uſe of it: but in this I was 
unexpectedly interrupted from an acci- 
dent happening to our machine, after the 
patient had been eleArified for a ſhort 
time only. I directed, however, the con- 
tinuation of the electricity, in hopes of 
having the machine ſoon mended: and 
that I might not in the mean time ſeem 
mactive, I ordered her to have half an 
ounce of the ſacred elixir every evening. 

This medicine ſhe continued, without 
the uſe of the electricity, for four nights; 
and at che end of chat time the menſes ap- 
+ peared, as ſhe imagined, from the medi- 


cine 
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cine ſhe had then taken. But when we 
conſider chat it is not to be viewed as be- 
ing a medicine poſſeſſed of very active 
powers, and that it never even opera- 
ted as producing looſeneſs, there is little 
reaſon for ſuppoſing it was capable of re- 
moving an affection ſo obſtinate: and, I 
muſt own, I ſhould rather be diſpoſed to 
aſcribe the reſtoration of the diſcharge to 
the preceding uſe of the electricity; for, 
where no other medicine has been uſed, 
cures effected by electricity have not ta- 
ken place, in ſome inſtances, till a few 
days after it was intermitted. I conſider, 
therefore, electricity, in this inſtance, as 
having reſtored a diſpoſition in che uterus 
to action; and I ſuppoſe that the flow 
happened at a period when this action, 


as regulated by the laws of the nervous 


ſyſtem, ſhould have naturally occurred. 
I would not, however, pretend to allege, 
that the elixir had no influende. From its 
action on the inteſtines, particularly on 
the rectum, it may have had ſome ſhare 
in inducing and ſupporting che diſcharge: 
| | yet 
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yet I can by no means 1magine it capable 


of removing an obſtruction which has ſub- 
fiſted for ſo long a period, and which had 
before reſiſted the influence of the moſt 
active medicines, eſpecially when I conſi- 
der the fg extent to which it was here 
8 6 

— even cinbitieg this to' tbe the caſe, 
it yet affords no certain proof that the re- 
ſtoration of the flux was the effect of elec- 
tricity. It is by no means impoſſible 
that this may have depended upon cir- 


cumſtances of a nature totally different, 


with which the patient herſelf was either 
unacquainted, or at leaſt of which ſhe did 
not chooſe to inform us. I cannot there- 


fore pretend to ſpeak in a very poſitive 


manner: yet from all the circumſtances 
taken together, I muſt imagine that the 
reſtoration of the menſtrual diſcharge was 
che effect of electricity. Conſidering it to 
have proceeded from this ſource, it next 
occurs, as queſtion of ſome importance, 


How far we can look upon it as a radical 


cure? whether it be n to do 
| . 
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any 93 farther to ſecure a regular re- 
turn of the menſes? or whether it can be 
conſidered as obtained only for a ſingle 
period? I muſt own, that with reſpect 
to theſe particulars I am extremely doubt- 
ful; I am rather, however, diſpoſed to 
hope favourably than otherwiſe. I intend, 
therefore, without doing any: thing far- 
ther with a view to promote the menſes, 
to wait till the uſual term of diſcharge ; 
and if it then appear, I will conſider no- 
thing farther as neceſſary. If it do not, I 
ſhall again have ,recourſe to electricity, 
and proſecute the plan which I at firſt in- 
tended. If the electricity induce a diſ- 
charge a ſecond time, I ſhall be contented 
with ordering a repetition of it for a day 
or two previous to the period when the 
menſtrual. diſcharge is expected. And 1 
hope ſuch meaſures may prove effectual | 
in ſecuring, a regular return of it. If the 
electricity ſhall, entirely fail, we. may Fer 
expect that the diſcharge may at times oc- 
cur; although, I muſt own, I have little 
e that it ſhall ever become regular. 

At 


1 d 
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At the ſame: time, there are other emme- 
nagogues which may be tried. And with 
this view, we ſhall probably put the pa- 
tient on the uſe of the rubia tinctorum. 
If that alſo fail, I may have recourſe to 
the tincture of black hellebore, puſhing it 
to as great an extent as I think can be 
done with ſafety or prudence. 


_SEQUEL. 


The mienſtiual diicharge with this pa- 
tient returned about the beginning of 
March, and continued to flow gently for 
the ſpace of three days. Soon after this, 
as being free from all her ſymptoms, ſhe 
was diſmiſſed from farther attendance at 
che Diſpenſary. But not many months 
after warde, ſhe again applied for aſſiſtance 
at the Diſpenſary. She was at that time 
ſubjected to a paralytie affection of the in- 
ferior extremities, the power both of ſenſe 
and motion being very confiderably dimi- 
niſhed. This was alſo attended with an 


| obſtruction of che ——_—— diſcharge, 
4 _ 
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and a return of her former fymptoms. 
The electricity was again ordered in the 
ſame manner as before. It was continued 
daily for the ſpace of ſeveral weeks. Du- 
ring that period, the menſtrual diſcharge 
again returned, but not to the ufual ex- 
tent. The paralytic affection of her legs, 
however, was entirely removed: after 
which her attendance at the Diſpenſary 
Was diſcontinued. | 


XIV. 


4 Cafe of Tinea Capitic, treated by the exter- 
nal Application of Currſiue Sublimate Mer- 
cury and Verdigriſe, 


„ Ya M, a girl in the ſixth year of 
her age, admitted January 24th 1777, 
has over her whole head a dry ſcabby erup- 
tion of a white colour. In general it is 
neither painful nor itchy, She is alſo af- 
feed with dulneſs of hearing. Her ab- 
domen is obſerved to be ſomewhat larger 


"0 . n_ 


298 MEDICAL"CASES . 


chan natural; and ſhe! has frequently in 

the morning an inclination to vomit. 
n 18 regular, and her he hn na 
tural. 

The abby: neh on os PH 
8 firſt appeared about the beginning of 
laſt winter; and it remained till the ſuc- 
ceeding ſummer, when it entirely diſap- 
peared. | At that time the dulneſs of hear- 
ing firſt commenced. The ſwelling of her 
abdomen has been obſerved for two or 
three years; and laſt ſummer ſhe paſſed a 
long round worm of the lumbricous kind. 
She knows no cauſe for her complaints; 
and ſhe has taken no medicines with a 
view to the removal of them. 


* 


I Mercurii corroſive fublimati granum 1 
num, Jolve i in que fomtane unciis duu- 
but, dcin adde mice punis quuntilatem 

ſlſftcientem, ut fiat cataplaſma, partibus 

* . affettis capitis imponendum. Repetatur 
55 tale e ter in rt : 
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ſcurf on her head have fallen off ſince the 
application of the poultice: and now ſhe 
never complains of its being itchy. 5 
Continuetur cataplaſma ut antea, et capiai 
crat mane li Glauberi ſemunciam i in aqua fer- 
ventis unciis ſex Jolutam., © eee dofrs 
mane die Beit... 194 
February 8. The ſalts 5 * opened 
well, and the ſeurf on her head is in moſt 
places entirely gone: but the poultice ad- 
heres ſo firmly to the hair, that the remo- 
val of it occaſions great pain. 
Neßetatur ſal Glanberi, ut antea. . 1 1 
mittatur cataplaſna, et r 
B Pulveris ærugin nis eric idee e, 
Axungiæ porcine uncias duas ; tere di- 
ligenter fimul ut fiat unguentum. Ilina- 
tur ſemidrachma partibus maxime 175 
Fectis omni veſpere et mane. | 
February 22. Her head. has been regu- 
larly rubbed with the ointment ſince the 
laſt report; and the ſcabby eruption is 
now entirely gone: but ſhe is ſtill affec- 
ted with the dulneſs of hearing. Intermit= 
tatur unguentum ex erugme, applicetur ve fi 
N 2 catorium 
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catorium nuche, et poftea fiat Fonticulus ops 
725221 — | 


Os kara r ions ale March 1. 


The diſeaſe of this patient is not torally 
without difficulty ; ; yet almoſt every part 
of the affection is obvious. I can by no 
means, however, refer the whole ſymp- 
toms to one genus. What we may conſi- 
der as the principal part of the complaint, 
is the dry ſcabby eruption on the head. In 
affixing a name to this part of the affec- 
tion I have no heſitation. From the ſeat, 
from the appearance, and from the nature 
of the eruption, there can be no doubt in 
pronouncing it to be an inſtance of tinea 
capitis. This is an affection not uncom- 
mon, and frequently very obſtinate; inſo- 
much that, after a certain ſtanding, ſome 
are diſpoſed to rank it among the incu- 
rable diſeaſes. Bur although this be the 
moſt confiderable, it is not the only part 
of the patient's complaint; and perhaps it 

EI 1$ 
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is even that part which, in the preſent ont, 
will be the leaſt obſtinate. 
This patient is alſo affected with cons 
ſiderable dulneſs of hearing. This ſymp- 
tom is conſidered as the characteriſtic of 
a genus of diſeaſe among all noſologiſts, 
under the terms of Dyſecœa, Cophoſis, 
Surditas, and the like. And each of theſe 
genera comprehend various ſpecies; which, 
however, are to be conſidered chiefly as 
inſtances of the diſeaſe proceeding from 
different cauſes. What particular circum- 


ſtance, in the preſent inſtance, gives riſe 


to it, may be conſidered as matter of great 
doubt. There is ſome preſumption, how- 
ever, that it may have been the effect of 
the diſappearing of the eruption. The: 
repulſion of cutaneous diſeaſes is enumera- 
ted among the cauſes of a great variety of 
affections; and from none are more nu- 
merous evils ſaid to proceed, than from 
the repulſion of the tinea capitis, I do 
not, however, obſerve that any practical 


author has mentioned deafneſs as one of 
them: but it has been ſaid to induce blind 


N 3 neſs. 
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neſs. And if it occaſion an affection of 
one ſenſe, this at leaſt gives a prefurap: 
tion that it may affect another. | 
I would then, I own, be inclinedsto at- 
tribute the preſent deafneſs to the former 
removal of the affection ; which, as far 
we can learn, was not the effect of any 
particular remedy, but a natural cure. 
Still, however, it may, I apprehend, have 
been productive of the ſame affections as 
if che complaint had been removed by ar- 
tificial means. Probably both the one 
and the other produce other diſeaſes, by 
giving riſe to a ne ſtate of circula- 
tion. 0 

> Beſides theſe two diſeaſes, it wn: at 
leaſt be, a queſtion, Whether. this patient 
be not ſubjected to a third? She is ob- 
ſer ved to have an uncommon largeneſs of 
che abdomen, and to be affected with an 
inclination to vomiting, particularly in 
the morning. In neither of theſe, ſepa- 
rately, is there any evidence of a particu- 
lar affection, nor indeed in both of them 
ee At the ſame time there is little 
reaſon 
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reaſon to think that they are connected 
with any of the affections already men- 
tioned. - How far they: may be the inci- 
pient ſtate of a more dangerous diſeaſe, is 
hard to ſay; but, as far as- I can at pre- 
ſent judge, I cannot look upon them in 
that light. I am, I own, diſpoſed} to view 
this as the leaſt conſiderable part of dur 
patient's complaint; and: reſpecting the 
event of it I have not che ſmalleſt appre- 
henſion. 

: the two officers. I am: tone hin 
doubtful in my opinion. From the tinea 
having before yielded, there is ground for 
a favourable judgment. Let it is an affec- 
tion not unfrequently admitting of a tem- 
porary cure; and, as was the caſe. when 
it formerly diſappeared, it may again, 
without any obvious cauſe, return, ſhould 

we at preſent be able to remove it. But 
there is ſtill greater reaſon to be afraid of 
the obſtinacy of the deafneſs; for ſince 
its firſt commencement, it has ſuffered no 
obvious remiſſion; and at che lame time 
. 1 l eee 5 1 20 
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no manifeſt diſeaſe in We car can be dif- 
covered. 

In the treatment or this caſe, different 
objeRs are to be had in view. As I have 
already obſerved, what I reckoned to be 
the principal object of attention, was the 

diſeaſe of the head or the tinea: and it 
was, at the ſame time, that part of the 
complaint, in the treatment of which 1 
expected to be moſt fucceſsful, although I 
look upon it to be, in every inſtance, an 
obſtinate affection. While I ſay this, I 
am at the ſame time convinced, that if 
patients will ſubmit to the remedy, there 
is one way by which they may, in by 
much the greateſt number of inſtances, be 
cured. And in this way a cure is fre- 
quently effected by an old woman in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and by ma- 
ny others in different parts of the king- 
dom, after the aid of regular practitioners 
has been tried in yain. 

Ihe principle upon which her remedy 
abs, which is by no means an uncommon 

one wich other practitioners in the ſame 


. 
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ſtyle, is very obvious. There is little doubt 
that tinea is one of thoſe cutaneous affec- 
tions which is to be conſidered as a diſeaſe 
of the roots of the hair, We may there- 
fore look for a radical cure on one of two 
grounds; either by removing the diſeaſed 
parts, or by deſtroying them. It is on 
the firſt of theſe principles that the prac- 
tice to which we now allude proceeds, 
The practice is the application of a pitch 
plaſter to the head; which is allowed to 
remain ſo long as to be firmly impacted 
in the hair, and then it cannot be remo - 


ved without entirely pulling theſe along 


- with it. On ſuch removal, the cure from 

this practice ſolely depends. Yet although 
it be an effectual cure, it muſt be allowed 
it is a very ſevere one; and it is indeed ſo 
cruel, that few regular practitioners will, 
I believe, be found to venture upon it. 
It is on this account, therefore, that, in 


the preſent caſe, I have choſen rather co 


direct my endeavours to the deſtruction of 
the morbid parts; and with this view had 
en to corroſive ſublimate: a medi» 

cine, 
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cine, the effects of which, as a peculiar 
ſtimulus on topical application, is unque- 
ſtionably very great; and in other inſtan- 
ces of the tinea, I have ſeen it attended 
with the beſt effects. With the preſent 
patient, however, I cannot ſay that its ef- 
fects have been ſuch as I expected. At 
the ſame time, it has been followed by 
evident good conſequences, at leaſt to a 
certain extent; and although it did not 
entirely remove, has at leaſt diminiſhed 
the affection. Probably alſo it aided not 
a little the medicine which was afterwards 
employed; for I found it inconvenient, in 
the preſent caſe, to continue the applica- 
tion of the corroſive ſo long as I propoſed, 
as it was in ſome reſpects productive of 
more than was intended. The poultice be- 
ing firmly impacted in the hair, was likely 
to operate in the ſame way as apitch plaſter, 
This led me to ſubſtitute to the ſolution of 
corroſive the uſe of the verdigriſe. This 
application alſo is not uncommonly em- 
ployed in the. preſent complaint. From 
dhe uſe of this I obtained a much greater 

l 1 8 effect 


AND: OBSERVATIONS. 207: 


effect than I expected: for in a week after 
this unction was begun, I found the head 
as free from ſcabby eruptions as if it had 
never been in ſuch a diſeaſed ſtate. I 
would not, however, entirely aſcribe this 
to the verdigriſe; and I am perſuaded, 
that the good effect reſulting from it was 
the more remarkable, in conſequence of 
the previous application of the corroſive. 
But whether it be from one or other, or from 
boch of theſe medicines, we have obtain- 
ed, if not a permament, at leaſt a tempo- 
rary removal of this affection. And while 
the patient is in her preſent ſtate, the next 
object of cure is the deafneſs: 

Here, I muſt own, I am ſomewhat at a 
loſs on what principle I am to proceed; 
chiefly, as I am in great doubt reſpecting 
the cauſe of the deafneſs, -In the greater 
number of caſes, however, we may con- 
ſider deafneſs as ariſing from 'one or two 
ſources; either from the want of free com- 
munication for an impreſſion on the ex- 
tremities of the auditory nerves, or the 
want of due ſenſibility in the nerves when 

um- 


- 
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pelt. How far either one or other 
may have any concern in the preſent caſe, 
I am at a loſs to ſay: or if the commpni-: 
cation be obſtructed, I am entirely igno- 
rant from what particular cauſe it ariſes. 
I muſt own, therefore, that any trials 
which I ſhall make with a view to the cure 
are but random ones. 

When we confider that this affection 
ſucceeded the cure of the former eruption, 
there is ſome preſumption that it may have 
been the effect of a change of circulation, 
Hence there is at leaſt one chance of re- 
ſtoration by another change of balance. 


With this view, therefore, I meant to try 
the effect of ſupporting for ſome time a 


running from the neck. To this meaſure 
I was the rather induced, as I expected 
from it ſome good effects, as preventing 
a return of the eruption. It will not only 
be a drain from the neighbourhood of 


parts formerly affected, but alſo produce 


a change of determination in the circula- 


tion on the ſurface of the head. This, 


therefore, 1 conſidered at leaſt as a reaſon- 
| able 
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able trial. If, however, I ſhall find it in- 
effectual, I muſt have recourſe to other 
trials. And with this view, L mean firſt 
to pay attention to the ſtate of At 2 
cation for impreſſion. 

There are few meaſures, bi more 
effectual for removing obſtructions in the 
paſſage to the auditory organs, than ſy- 
ringing with warm water; and it has, 
farther, the advantage of being no impro- 
per method of augmenting ſecretion when 
diminiſhed ; and thus giving a proper con- 
dition to the parts fitted for the commu- 
nication of ſound. If it be in this way 
inſufficient, other meaſures may be tried. 
Recourſe may be had to the ſtimulus; 
which is given by camphorated oil intro- 
duced into the ear from being dropped on 
cotton. Where a ſtimulus is neceſſary, I 
have been informed that chere is often a 
good effect from Burgundy pitch, intra- 
duced into the meatus auditorius, when 
formed into ſuch a ſhape as to be readily 
put into it. But in order to prevent its 
attachment to the meatus auditorius, it 

muſt 
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muſt: be properly covered with k bit of 
gauze. This, I am told, was frequently 
done by an empyric' ſome time ago in this 
city, who confined his practice entirely to 
the cure of deafneſs; and who is ſaid to 
have ſucceeded with this ſimple remedy, 
where regular practitioners had failed. 
I muſt, however, obſerve, that I ſpeak 
of this remedy only on the report of 
others; yet 1 cannot help chinking, that 
it is one which, in ſome cafes, may be 
productive of inconvenience. For not- 
withſtanding the covering with? gauze, 
ſhonid the pitch melt in the ear, it may 
give much uneaſineſs. And it is to be re- 
marked, that the pix Burgundica is one 
of thoſe articles in the Materia Medica 
which is very frequently adulterated. In- 
deed, the hiſtory of the preparation of it, 
as brought from Saxony, where this ar- 
ticle is prepared, is not well aſcertained. 
Some imagine that it is nothing elſe but 
common turpentine boiled up. But what - 
ever may be the original compoſition or 
preparation of it in that country, there is 


no 
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no doubt that there are ſome in the habit 
of making it in Britain, from a mixture 
of turpentine, with a proportion of roſin. 
From this circumſtance, probably, we are 
to account for its having very different 
degrees of confiſtency; and according as 
its conſiſtence is more or leſs firm, it is 
more or leſs apt to melt. Unleſs, there- 
fore, there be reaſon to preſume that it 18 
productive of good effects, in another 
manner than from. its operating as a ſti- 
mulus, I ſhould rather be diſpoſed to try 
ſome other practice. As a ſtimulant, I 
ſhould Bb more from nen 
ath:: [i TH 
Perhaps we may 1 the nai 
tion of garlic into the ear as being in this 
way more powerful than either of theſe 
articles. The ſmall bulbs of the root of 
garlic, or cloves, as they are called, are 
frequently employed 1 in this manner as a 
cure for deafneſs by the common people 
of this country. And ſhould the trial 
which we have already propoſed fail of 
3 the deſired effect, I mean ra- 
5 ther 
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ther to try this than the pix Burgundict. 
Beſides altering the ſtate of ſecretion, there 
is alſo reaſon to expect ſome effect from it, 
as altering the ſenſibility of the nerves: 
for on the want of due ſenſibility, as we 
have already hinted, rather than on the 
ſtate of the paſſage, the affection may de- 
pend. And it is with this view that, be- 
fore diſmiſſing the patient, Ihave thoughts 
of trying, for the cure of her deafneſs, 
the effect of electricity. If all theſe means 
prove abortive, I ſhall, I own, have but 
little expectation of obtaining a cure. And 
however diſtreſſing this diſeafe way be, it 
is an affection which, in many inſtances, 
is neither to be cured nor alleviated. 
Of the treatment neceſſary for the ſwell- 
ing of the belly and the vomiting, I ſay 
nothing; for I apprehend they will re- 
quire little el{>- than the regulation of diet. 
In this manner, then, I have given ſome 
view of the treatment already proſecuted, 
and hereafter intended, with the preſent 
patient. Yet it is not impoſſible, that 
from the recurrence of former ſymptoms, 
4:4 Hg or 
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or from freſh appearances, I ſhall be obli- 
ged, in different _y ulars, to > altos the 
plan here Fe 


SEQUEL. | 


This patient, during her farther conti- 
nuance at the Diſpenſary, remained en- 
tirely free from any return of the tinea 
capitis: And as, from the employment of 
the iſſue, conjoined with the camphora- 
ted oil, her deafneſs was conſiderably re- 
lieved, no farther trials were thought 1 ne- 
ceſſary for that affection. 


e 

A Caſe in which Anomalous Symptoms, ariſing 
From an Intermittent F. uw; Were treated 
by ihe Fun Bark. ee e IV JBC 


D — M T5 man aged twenty-nine, 
by occupation a chairman, admitted 

— 7. complains of obtuſe pain, and fre- 
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quently alſo of coldneſs, in the ſmall of his 
back. It is in general attended with ſhi- 

vering. From the ſmall of his back the 
pain ſometimes extends acroſs the lower 
part of the abdomen, and occaſions, as he 
ſays, a temporary ſwelling there; during 
Which his reſpiration is conſiderably af- 
fected. At other times the pain aſcends 
along the courſe of the ſpine, and affects 
the muſcles of his neck to ſuch a degree 
as to prevent him from moving his head. 
It affects alſo his j Jaws, face, and gums. 
In che laſt of theſe it occaſions a tranſitory 
ſoreneſs, and has looſened ſome of his 
teeth. 

His pulſe is natural, his cite is un- 
impaired, and his belly looſe. His urine 
is ſometimes pale and limpid, at other 
times of a very high colour. * 

Twelve weeks ago, in coming from the 
harveſt in England, he was attacked with 
a pain in the abdomen, attended with vo- 
miting and purging. To theſe ſucceeded 
the pains of which he has ever ſince com- 
plained, and by which he is now rendered 


very 
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very weak. He imputes his complaints to 
fatigue in coming home. ' He has taxen 
many medicines without any relief. 
Elixir guajacini volatili x.. 
8 yrupi fimplicis, fingulorum drachmas 
tres. M. Fiat hauſtus hora fomnt ſu- 
mendus. Nepetatur omni . 


February 15. The draughts Naw _—_ 
opened his belly, but have produced no 
ſweat. His pains are rather increaſed; - 
and he has been much affected, ſince four 
o'clock in the morning, with the ſhivering ; 
and coldneſs, which he now chinks re- 
turns with increaſed ſeverity every ſecond 
day. Intermittatur medicamentum, ſed ca- 
piat hora ſeptima veſpertina pulveris 28 | 
cuanbæ Jerupulum unum pro emetico; et 
* Calcts zinc grana tria. | 


Pulveris valerianæ ſylveſtris ue 
niam. M. Fiat W N ter quo 
_ tidie, 


February 22. The vomit operated well, 
ans the raren gave no uneaſineſs : but 
O 2 he 
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he is ſtill affected with the ſhivering and 


coldneſs returning ever ſecond day. And 
he obſerves, that it is particularly ſevere 


when the wind is from the eaſt. He ſtill 


continues to be frequently affected with 
the pains and with returns of the ſwell- 
ing of .his abdomen as formerly. Belly 
natural; pulfe 94. | 

Repetatur emeticum hora feptima veſperti- 
na.  Continuetur calx zinct, fed conſtent in- 
gule doſes ex granis quinque. 

March 1. The vomit operated weld and 
he has continued the powders regularly. 
The pains with which he was at firſt af- 
feed are now much cafier::. but for ſe- 
veral days paſt, he has been attacked regu- 
larly every evening at ſeven o'clock. with 
a ſhivering fit, and has afterwards: fweat- 


ed profuſely during the night. Pulſe 84; 


belly regular. Capiat, hora quarta pomeri- 
diana, pulveris ipecacuanhe ſcrupulum. Cra: 
mane capiat alternis boris pulveris corticis 
Peruviani ſcrupulos duos, donec uncias ' dugs 
fumpſerit, 
March 8. The vomit i operard wel) and 
Ye he 
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he has taken the Peruvian bark regularly. 
He has had no return of ſhivering for 
| theſe four days paſt, and his pains are 
conſiderably eaſier: but he is ſtill. at times 
affected with ſome degree of ſwelling. 
Pulſe 80; belly regular. Contmuetur cor- 
tex Peruvianus, ſed capiat tantummodo Jews 
drachmam veſperi et mane. 

March 15. He continues much eben 
and has had no return of any ſhivering 
fit. Continuetur cortex Peruvianus. 
March 22. Continues free from any re- 
turn of the ſhivering fits; and he is no 
affected with none of his other complaints, 
except ſome flight remains of ſwelling 


about his face and gums. Let him be 


diſmiſſed. 


OBSERVATIONS delivered April S: 


The caſe of his patient, in no very long 
time, terminated favourably in our hands. 
I muſt, however, own, that I ſhould not 
have been diſpoſed to give ſuch an opi- 
nion when he came firſt under our care. 
1205 O3 = 
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On crnkdecing the caſe of this-patient, I 
was inclined to look upon it as a ſingular 
affection ; and I acknowledge, that I ſo 
far miſtook the nature of it, as to treat it 
at firſt in a manner which I would not 
have done, had I properly underſtood. it. 

In the very accurate hiſtory of this pa- 
tient's complaints introduced into the re- 
giſter, you will find a collection of ſymp- 
toms ſomewhat anomalous. The chief 
complaints, however, were pains, attend- 
_ ed with ſwellings. But both the one and 
the other were in their nature tranſitory ; 


and beginning at a particular part of the 


body, they were propagated from thence 
in different directions. They occaſioned 
at the ſame time temporary affections of 
different functions, particularly reſpira- 
tion. Many, however, remained unaf- 
fected. The appetite was unimpaired, 
and the pulſe natural. Theſe complaints 
were referred by the patient to a particu- 

lar cauſe, viz. the influence of fatigue 

from walking. From this view of the 
1 8 I was, chiefly, doubtful in 


opinion, | 
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opinion, whether we ought to conſider it as 
a rheumatic or a nervous affection. In the 
ſymptoms here deſcribed, it will not be 
denied that there is ſome reſemblance to 
both. The temporary ſwellings were ra- 
ther in favour of the ſuppoſition of rheu- 
matiſm ; yet in the attack and progreſs of 
the paroxyſin, it had more reſemblance to 
a nervous affection: And this ſuppoſition 
| was in ſome meaſure corroborated by the 
affection of motion produced; for during 
the attacks, at leaſt after the pain had made 
a certain progreſs, he was unable to move 
his heat. 2 
On cheſe ſuppoſitions the treatment of 
this caſe was at firſt begun. I had ſoon, how- 
ever, reaſon to ſuſpeR, that neither the one 
nor the other ſuppoſition which I have now 
mentioned, was well founded; and the 
patient's diſeaſe put on an appearance 
which led to a different conjecture. He 
was attacked with his complaints more 
regularly at a determined hour; and the 
ſhivering at each attack, which had been 
obſerved even from the commencement, 
8 9 e 
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became more ſevere. From this circum- 


ſtance I'was firſt led to think that it might 
be an anomalous intermittent: and this 
conjecture is fince, I apprehend, in a great 
meaſure verified by the method of cure 
which has proved ſucceſsful. Perhaps few 


_ diſeaſes, with reſpect to their appearance, 


are ſubject to greater varieties than inter- 
mittent fevers. Of this ſufficient proof 
may be had from conſulting the elaborate 
work of Mr Sauvages. You will there ob- 


ſerve under how many different forms all 
the types of intermittents have been con- 


cealed. 5 
This ſuppoſition is further corrobora- 
ted by another circumſtance in the caſe. 
For it is to be obſerved, that there is here 
a probable cauſe which might have produ- 
ced an intermittent. The patient, indeed, 
himſelf aſcribed his complaints to fa- 
tigue. But immediately before the com- 
mencement of the diſeaſe, he had paſſed 
the harveſt in Lincolnſhire. The people in 
this country are much in the practice of 


hiring themſelves for the harveſt-work in 


Lincolnſhire and other fenny counties; 
from 
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from whence they often bring back inter- 
mittents: and to theſe they are expoſed, 
both from the marſhy ſtate of the country, 
and the ſeaſon of the year. I conſidered it 
therefore as more probable, that the diſ- 
eaſe had its origin there, than that it aroſe 
from the fatigue of walking home. Per- 
haps I may add, that this is ſtill further 
corroborated by the method of attack. It 
began with vomiting and purging; a cir- 
cumſtance by no means unfrequent at the 
| commencement of fevers of the intermit- 
NS | | 
I muſt own, however, even after adopt- 
ing this opinion, I was ſtill very doubt- 
ful. as to the prognoſis; and at no pe- 
riod of the affection did I look with any 
confidence for ſacceſs. Even on the ſup- 
poſition of an intermittent, I. ſuſpected 
that the complaint would be tedious: 
I ſuſpeRted this would be ſtill more the 
caſe, if it ſhould turn out to be a nervous 
affection; and the opinion of its being a 
rheumatic complaint, was of the three the 
leaſt probable. With reſpect to the ter - 
mination, ä I was happily diſap- 
pointed; 


4 


222 MEDICAL CASES 


pointed; for, from the practice adopted 


in intermittents, the patient ſoon reco- 


vered. 


1 muſt, however, obſerve, that even yet 
there is no abſolute ſecurity as to the cure; 
for during the ſpring ſeaſon, in particu- 
lar, intermittents are apt to recur. But 
ſhould the patient again apply to us from 
ſuffering a relapſe, we need not be alarm- 
ed; for after the diſeaſe has yielded ſo ea- 
fily already, we may entertain hopes 1n 
future that it will not prove obſtinate. 


And, at any rate, ſpring- intermittents, if 
the ſymptoms be moderate, are by no 
means dangerous affeQtions ; and, for the 


moſt part, as the ſeaſon advances, they 


diſappear even without medical aid. 


Our practice with this patient was at 


different times conducted on very different 


plans; which was ſolely the effect of un- 
certainty, and I muſt even acknowledge of 
miſtakes, with regard to the nature of the 
diſeaſe. On the ſuppoſition of rheuma- 
tiſm, I began the patient with the uſe of 
the elixir of guaiacum ; a remedy of which 
4 1 
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I have had, oftener than once, occaſion to 
ſpeak, and from which, in ſome inſtances 
of chat affection, I have ſeen the beſt con- 

ſequences. On the complaints, however, 
of the preſent patient, it had no effect; 
and at the ſame time the acceſſion became 

more regular. This led me to the opinion 
that the affection was of the nervous kind; 
and imagining that the pains might be the 
effect of periodical ſpaſm, I had recourſe 


to the calx of zinc. That we might be 


more certain of its action, I premiſed to 
its uſe the employment of an emetic. 
Theſe medicines, however, were not at- 
tended with any better effect: And at 
length the regularity of the fits continuing 
with increaſed ſhivering, I was led to the 
opinion of its being an anomalous inter- 
mittent. On this ſuppoſition, I reſolved on 
the trial of the common cure, the Peruvian 
bark. Even ſuppoſing the affection to be 
of the nervous kind, I was of opinion that 
it would not be productive of any bad ef- 
fe ; and if it was an intermittent, I had 
good ground to hope for a cure, The 
N „be event; 
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event, as I have already obſerved, verified 
this conjecture; and the patient, by the 
uſe of the bark, was ſoon freed from all 
his ſymptoms. I did not, however, reckon 

it prudent immediately to intermit the uſe 
of the bark; for by this means ſuch fe- 
vers are frequently ſuffered to relapſe, when 
that would not otherwiſe be the cafe. I 
continued. him therefore with the uſe of it 

for ſome time after the ſymptoms were in 
a great meaſure ended; yet I gave him 
only a doſe every morning and evening. 
During all this time rhere-was no fymp- 
tom of a relapſe : I reckoned it therefore 
unneceſſary that he ſhould continue at- 
tendance any longer. And as I have not 
fince heard of him, I preſumie he conti- 
nues in en health. $i 


Sagpar, WIE 
_ Tis patient continued free froth all the 
fymptoms with which Re had been affected, 
and returned to his uſual employment of a 
chairman; in the exerciſe of which he 
continued at the end of ſeveral ä 
perfect health. 


XVI. 
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XVI. 


5 Caſe 75 Dyſphagia, cured A the uſe 25 
Hag. 1 | 


WF. a married womap, in the 
J thirty-firſt year of her age itted 
February 14, 1777, complains of 25 5 
and painful deglutition, eſpecially on at- 
tempting to ſwallow any ſolid aliment. 
This occaſions ſo much uneaſineſs, that for 
theſe ſix months paſt ſhe has not eat any 
thing, but has lived entirely upon food in 
a fluid ſtate; which ſhe can ſwallow with- 
out much inconvenience; , Upon inſpect- 
ing the fauces nothing can be ſcen. But 
ſhe thinks that ſhe can feel two ſmall veſi- 
cations or ulcerated ſores at che root of hex 
tongue. Her pulſe and e are nal al, 
and her menſes regular. 
She Was firſt affected with, this, m- 


ruin abgut twelve * ago, without 
any 
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any. evident cauſe. Not long after it firſt 
began, a tumour appeared 1 in her throat, 


vhich ſuppurated, and ſoon again — | 


peared. Since that time ſhe has been af- 


feed with ſimilar tumours, which have 


always gone oft without coming to ſuppu- 
ration. She has taken mercury to a very 
conſiderable. extent; and likewiſe many 
other medicines, with the nature of which 


ſhe is unacquainted. But ſhe has derived 


no beneſit from any of them. 
Eliciantur ſcintille electricæ e faucibus ex- 


. ternis ter in ſeptimana, et capiat omni note 


tincturæ fuligims aaa duas bora decu- 


 bitus, © 
February 22. She has Gd . Bp 


ſtomach, from the tinctura fuliginis. She 
has been thrice electrified ſince the 15th; 
and ſhe thinks that ſhe can how ſwallow 


with more eaſe; but ſhe ſtill complains of 


conſtant pain in her throat. 

Intermittatur tinctura fullgimis, continuetur 
eleAricitas ut antea. 
March 1. The electricity has been re- 


the 


4 = 
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the pain in her throat; but ſhe now ſwal- | 4 
lows ſolid food with much more eaſe than 9 
ſhe has done for theſe ſix months paſt. = 
She now complains much of uneaſineſs and 5 
ſwelling at her ſtomach from wind, * i 
returns every day about noon. _— 

Continuetur electricitas; r . 

B Tindure aromatice unciam unam. © 9 
Aque menthe piperitidis uncias quatuurr. 
A. Capiat femuttciam quolidie 2 un- "Mn 
diecima ante meridiem. | 


March 8. She ill continues to ſwal- 
low with much more facility than former- | 
ly, and her ſtomach-complaints have been 
conſiderably eaſier ſince ſhe began to uſe | 
the mixture; but ſhe is ſtill much affected 
with the pain in her chroat. Continuentur 
medicamenta. | 

March 15. She is now free from hit | 
ſtomach- complaints, and ſhe ſwallows ſo- 
lid food with very little difficulty. But 

ſhe till complains of ſome fixed pain, 
which is now x arp confined to the left c 
.- | ade of herinori. | 
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Intermittatur miſtura. Contitiuetur electri- 
citas; et illinatur oleum camphoratum parti do- 
Lenti cervicis, omni mane et veſpere. | 

March 29. She did not get the campho- 
rated oil, as was ordered; and, as ſhe has 
been for ſome time in the country, the 
electricity has been omitted. She has now 


no difficulty in ſwallowing; but ſhe till. 


complains ſomewhat of the: ow pain in 
her throat. 

Intermittatur elefricitas ; ſed utatur oles 
camphorato ut anted u. a. 


: OBSERVATIONS delivered April 12. 


The diſeaſe of chis patient, both in its 


nature and appearance, is very peculiar. 
The affection conſiſts of one ſymptom 


only, difficult deglutition. This is well 


known to occur as a ſymptom in various 
diſeaſes; and it is in particular aden ob- 
ſer ved in eynanche. | 
But, beſides this, it 18 conſidered, in moſt 
noſologieal ſyſtems, as conſtituting a par- 
ticular * of diſeaſe by itſelf. In the 
2 ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of Mr Linnæus, it is termed Aglu- 
titio; in that of Vogel, Oeſophagiſmus. 
But, of all the noſologiſts, the moſt minute 
and accurate account of it is given under 
the article of Dyſphagia by Sauvages. To 
this genus he has referred noleſs than nine- 
teen different ſpecies; all of them inſtan- 
ces in which difficult deglutition aroſe from 
different cauſes: Yet the deſcription of 
none of them, by any means, correſponds 
to that in the caſe now before us. Of 
theſe ſome, as the paralytica, afford ex- 
amples of its proceeding from want of 
the moving power; others, as ſpaſmodica, 
from the effect of ſtricture occurring in 
the effort to ſwallow: and all the others 
ariſe from ſome particular local affection 
about the pharynx or œſophagus. He has 
mentioned no one, however, which was 
the mere effect of pain in the action of 
ſwallowing without any obvious cauſe; 
and that, too, where the pain was ſo ſitu- 
ated that, if there was any local affection, 
it muſt neceſſarily have been viſible. As 
far, however, as our obſervation went, no 
P | : ob- 
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obvious affection could here be diſcovered. 
The patient herſelf, indeed, alleged that 
ſhe had a feeling in her throat reſembling 
that which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
a veſication: and a gentleman who had 
occaſion to treat this patient before ſhe 
came under our care, thought that at one 
time he could diſcover ſomething of this 
kind. - Yet although ſuch might then have 
exiſted, I can have little doubt that they 
had diſappeared before ſhe came under our 
8 7 5 
At the time, therefore, when we began 
the treatment of this patient's caſe, we are 
to conſider her as ſubjected to difficult de- 
glutition, not from obſtruction, but from 
pain; and that pain, too, ariſing from 
parts which were viſible on. inſpecting the 
fauces, and ſeemed to be affected with no 
apparent diſeaſe. I have never before had 
occaſion to treat any caſe where the ſymp- 
toms were ſimilar to the preſent: and 
here, I apprehend, there is no room for 
entertaining any ſuſpicion as to the reality 
of the affection. The patient could have 
| no 
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ns object either in deceiving us, or thoſe 


under whoſe care ſhe had been before we 


treated her; and ſhe ſhowed no indication 
of that ſtate of mind which would lead 
her to deceive herſelf. Beſides this, pre- 

vious to her coming under our care, ſhe 
had been ſubject to diſeaſes of the throat; 
in which, on different occaſions, the ſymp- 
toms were obvious. Theſe are deſcribed 
in, the hiſtory before us, according to the 
account given by the patient herſelf. .I 
may now, however, add, that in the former 
fore throats there was ſomething which 
{he did not mention to the gentleman who 
drew up the hiſtory, Although ſhe be a 
woman of a decent appearance, yet her 
former fore throats were venereal. It was 
on this account that ſhe had taken the 
mercury mentioned in the hiſtory ; which, 
although it healed the ulcerations in the 
throat, had no effect in removing the par- 
ticular pain on deglutition. 

As to the cauſe of the preſent diſeaſe, 
then, I have little doubt that it derived its 
origin from a venereal infection, and from 

| Pf that 


— 


* 
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that, too, as inducing a venereal ſore throat. 
Yer I reckon: tt to be a matter of very great 
uncertainty, how far it could properly be 
conſidered as a venereal ſymptom, when 
we began the treatment of this caſe : that 
is, how far it could be viewed as ſtill 
depending on the venereal virus. I muſt 


oven, that as it had already reſiſted mercury, 
and as there were no obvious appearances, 


J was inclined to conſider it in a different 
light. From the circumſtance of the pa- 
tient being able to ſwallow liquids and 
not ſolids, it is evident that the pain was 
not given by the effort to ſwallow; for 


with a bolus of a proper ſize, leſs effort is 


required than in the deglutition of fluids. 


Accordingly, it is not unfrequent in the 


angina, chat patients have more pain in 
ſwallowing ſpittle than ſolid food: altho' 


there are certain ſtates of the inflamed 


parts in which the pain muſt ariſe from 

the touch of any ſolid; and then, pro- 

bably, it ariſes from the augmented ſenſi- 

bility of the ner ves, in conſequence of their 

being put upon the ſtretch. 
| | 8 
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I conſidered the preſent caſe, then, altho? 
of a different nature, yet to be in ſome 
' meaſure analogous to this. I viewed it as 
an inſtance of 'an increaſed ſenfibility of 
the pharynx, from a peculiar ſtate of the 
_ extremity of the nerves; and I ſuppoſed 
this ſtate of the nerves to have ariſen there 
from the venereal affection: to which theſe 
parts had been formerly ſubject. This, 
then, is my idea of the nature of the diſ- 
eaſe, Were J to give a name to it, I could 
only refer it to the dyſphagia of Mr Sau- 
vages; and to the different ſpecies which 
he has enumerated I would add another, 
under the title of Dyſphagia Doloroſa. 
But how far either the name is proper, or 
the conjecture well founded, may perhaps 
be matter of doubt. I am far from alle- 
ging that the ſuppoſition now ſuggeſted 
is founded on any certain, or even very 
probable grounds. I am ſenſible that it 
is not only liable to may difficulties, but 


that there are other ſuppoſitions on which 


the phenomena might be explained. Let, 
after attentively conſidering the caſe, I was 
| 3. 08 
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led to adopt the preſent conjecture, as what 
ſeemed to me leaſt improbable. And I 
cannot help thinking, that by the effects 
of the treatment, and the termination 
whieh it already ſeems to have had, the 
- conjecture has been in ſome degree verified; 
while, at the ſame time, nothing occurred 
during the courſe of the diſeaſe to lead me 
to alter this opinion. 

I muſt own, that when this patient came 
under our care, I was very doubtful as to 
the termination of this caſe. I was; how- 


ever, by no means diſpoſed to form a 


favourable judgment: for ſuppoſing the 
conjecture to be well founded, no affec- 
tions are more varied, as to their termina- 
tion, than thoſe of the nervous kind : they 
will ſometimes yield inthe moſt unexpected 
manner ; and at other times will remain 
obſtinately fixed without alteration, while 
even the moſt powerful medicines. have 
been employed. When therefore it had 

already continued ſo long, I did not, I 
pwn, look for any ſudden change for the 
better; and I imagined, that if ſuch 2 
| change 
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change did happen, i it world be from the 
diſeaſe turning out to be of a different na- 
ture from what I expected. But, without 
that being the caſe, it has now, I hope, 
had a termination more favourable than 1 


looked for. I would not, however, poſi- 
tively aſſert that this patient 1s already 


radically cured ; yet from the recovery 


being ſomewhat gradual, I cannot help 


thinking, that there is a better chance of. 


its being permanent. And at the ſame 
time I muſt own, that I am diſpoſed to 


aſcribe it to the treatment to which our 


patient was here ſubjected. 

Concerning the plan of cure to be fol- 
lowed in this caſe, I was no leſs uncertain 
than with regard to the prognoſis. Yet I 
reſolved to try ſomething on the idea 
already ſuggeſted reſpecting the nature of 
the diſeaſe. It will perhaps ſeem ſtrange, 
that with this view I ſhould have had re- 
courſe to electricity; a remedy well known 
to be of ſingular utility as augmenting ſen- 
ſibility, From this circumſtance it might 

be concluded very ill adapted to a caſe in 
7 4 Which 
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which I ſuppoſed the ſenſibility to be mor- 
bidly increaſed. I have, however, already 
oftener than once obſerved, that 1 conſider 
the power of electricity as a medicine to 
be as yet neither thoroughly underſtood 
nor properly explained. For my own 
part, as far as I have been able to diſcover 
the action of electricity, I am perſuaded, 
that it is not more uſeful in augmenting 
nervous energy where it 1s deficient, than 
in reſtoring to a natural condition, when 
it is morbidly affected in other reſpects, 
In what manner it produces ſuch a change, 
I cannot pretend to ſay, at leaſt with any 
degree of confidence. On this ſubject, how- 
ever, I have ſometimes indulged myſelf in 
- conjectures; and theſe I ſhall not ſcruple to 
ſubmit ta your conſideration, I conſider 
morbid ſenſibility as depending on one of 
two circumſtances ; on the ſtate of the ſen» 
tient extremities of thenerves, or on the con- 
dition of the nervous fluid. I cannot help 
thinking that electricity ma y have ſome 
influence on both. It will affect che ſtate 
of the extremities, from acting as a ſti- 
650 mulus 
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mulus to moving fibres. It will affect 
the ſtate of the nervous fluid, as every 
ſtimulus, applied to the extremity of the 
nerves, muſt communicate its effects to 
the origin. And by this means it may 
alter the ſtate of action in the brain in ge- 
neral, or at leaſt in that part of the brain 
furniſhing ſecreted fluid tothe nerves mor- 
bidly affected. For I am diſpoſed to think, 
that the brain is to be conſidered, not as 
one ſecreting organ, but as a collection of 
ſecreting organs; and that the fluid ſepa- 
rated at one time, which is conveyed into 
different ner ves, may not poſleſs the ſame 
general properties. 
It was in expectation of ſuch effects that 
I thought of employing it with the preſent 
patient. When I firſt directed it, how- 
ever, I had ſome idea that the pain might 
alſo, in ſome meaſure, depend on a ſpaſ- 
modic affection: and it was on this ac- 
count that, as an antiſpaſmodic, I ordered 
the tinctura fuliginis : But from the pain 
being to ſome degree conſtant, and from 
the 3 not complaining of any parti 
; cular 
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cular ſenſe of ſtricture, I was at laſt led to 
drop this opinion; and as the tinctura 
fuliginis occaſioned ſickneſs at ſtomach, I 
omitted it, employing the electricity alone. 
Here it may be proper to obſerve, that I 


employed electricity in the way of ſparks 


only; as it is in this manner that it exerts 


principally its action on the extremities of 
the ner ves; and this was the effect chiefly 


wanted in the preſent caſe. Even the firſt 
trials ſeemed to produce ſome good effect; 
and from continuing it for the ſpace of a 
fortnight only, ſhe ſwallowed more eaſily 


than ſhe had done for ſix months before. 


She became, however, at this time affected 
with periodical complaints from wind in 
her ſtomach. But this I conſidered as 
merely an accidental circumſtance, and 
unconnected with the diſeaſe already men- 
tioned. Yet I thought proper to order for 
this complaint a mixture of the tinctura 
aromatica with peppermint-water, which 
in a ſhort time was attended with the de- 


ſired effect; and by the continuance of the 
| dernen. the pavers is now entirely free 


from 
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from any difficulty in ſwallowing, inſo- 
much that I have not thought it neceſſary 
to continue it any longer. As, however, 
ſhe ſtill complains of ſome fixed pain, L 
have ordered friction of the parts exter- 
nally with camphorated oil, which I hope 
may ſoon remove it. But as this patient 
lives at a conſiderable diſtance, and is nav 
gone to her n habitation, it is doubtful 


whether we ſhall after this hear much with. 


regard to her. This, probably, will only 
happen if there be a return of the affec- 
tion. And if we hear nothing to the con- 


trary, I think we may infer that ſhe come 
Unues in good health, | 


 SxqyBL, 


This patient, after returning to her huſ⸗ 
band's houſe, which was at the diſtance of 
ſeveral miles from Edinburgh, continued 
for a ſhort time the friction with the 
camphorated oil, The fixed pain gradu- 
ally went off, and ſhe had no occaſion to 
uſe any other medicine. 
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XVII. 


4 Caſe of Paralf treated b Elettricity. 


W—- 8 1 8 aged fix, io 
February 18. 1777, is affected with 


almoſt the total loſs of the power of mo- 


tion of his right hand. His right leg is 


alſo much affected in a ſimilar manner. 
The hand and foot are ſomewhat incurva- 


ted; but the ſenſation of the parts affect ed 


is not much diminiſhed. His pulſe is na- 
tural, his belly rather bound, and his ap- 
petite ſomewhat impaired. 

He has laboured under theſe mature 


ſymptoms for near five years paſt. He 


was at that time affected with ſmall-pox, 
and ſoon after with the chincough and 
meaſles. ' Theſe fiſcaſes were very ſevere; 
and to theſe ſucceeded the preſent affec- 


tion, which has continued with "ey little 


variation ever ſince. PTY : 


For 


For the removal n l 
be uſed no medi cines. 
4 Accipiat, ter in ſeptimana, Aue elefrices 
quatuor ad gradum ſtcundum, et eliciauur 
Fentillæ electricæ e latere dexter. 
March 1. The electricity has been re- 
d continued, and he moves both his . 
leg and arm with greater eaſe ſince it was 
begun ; and his mother thinks that the 
affected arm is now ſomewhat more plump 
and full chan it was before che cleQtrical 
fparks were drawn from it. 
Continuetur eleAricitas, ſed accipiat nl 
vicibus ictus elecrricos: ſex ad gradum tertium. 
March 8. He now moves his arm with 
much greater facility than formerly. G nnn ©? 
tinuetur electricitat, et accipiat ictus offo ad | ” 
gradum tertium fingulis vicibus. © 
March 15. He continues to recover gra- 
dually the power both of his arm and leg. 
Continuetur electricitas, et accipiat iaus my 
decim r tertium. 
March 22. Continues daily te to gain 
more power of motion in his arm. And 
he walks both with much greater eaſe and 
| 5 firm 
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firmneſs than before. Con tinuetur elefri- 


citas, et ROTO u. 1 ad gradum 
tertium. 

March 29. Continues to recover. Cons 
tinuetur elefricitas, ut antea. ; 

April 5. Continues to recover. au- 
nuetur electricitat. N LAT 
April 12. Continues to recover both 
ſtrength and motion in the affected fide, 


1 


and feels no inconvenience from the elec- 
tricity. Continuctur, et accipiat ſingulis vici- 


bur ictus Oy ad om uur 


© Ons8RvATtoNs delivered April __— 


4 


The caſe of chi! patient affords us an 


T, baden example of a diſeaſe with regard to 


which there is no room for doubt. In the 


affection to which this patient is ſubjected, 


we have an evident inſtance of paralyſis: 
With this patient the power of motion 
merely is diminiſhed, and the ſenſbility 
very little / affected; while, at the ſame time; 


the circulation is, in a great meaſure, in its 
natural ſtat i in che 2 ** and theſe 


parts 
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parts are very little, if in any perceptible 
degree, waſted. At the ſame time, however, 
the extent of the diſeaſe is by no means 
inconſiderable. For here both the leg and 
arm of the right fide are affected to an 
equal degree; and as this loſs of motion is 
not accompanied with a want of ſenſibi- 
lity, which 1s the only thing that could 
ſhow evidently an affection of the other 
parts of the fide, we may conclude, that 
the diſeaſe extends to the other pal alſo, 
and that the paralyſis is really what 2 85 

be called Hemiplegia. | 
By ſome, hemiplegia is ub as 2 
genus of diſeaſe by itſelf. But if the term 
is at all to be uſed, it may, I apprehend, 
with greater propriety be employed for 
diſtinguiſhing” a particular ſpecies only of 
the genus Paralyſis. | 
In the preſent caſe you will rb; con- 
clude, that both for giving a prognoſis, 
and for conducting the practice, ſeveral 
queſtions are ſuggeſted. And one of the 
firſt and principal in the preſent inſtance 
is, Whether the loſs of motion proceeds 
3 from 
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5 from an FN 9s of the condition of the 


medium which conducts ſenſe and motion, 
or of the channels by which that medium 
is conveyed ? On the ſuppoſition that the 


latter is the caſe, it is next to be conſidered, 


Whether: it depends on eroſion, compreſ- 
fion, or any other cauſe ? And ſuppoſing | 
compreſſion to be the cauſe of the ſymp- 
toms, whether that compreſſion be at any 
part in the courſe of the nerves or at their 
origin? My conjecture reſpecting the pre- 
ſent: caſe is, that the cauſe is of a compli- 
cated nature. Here the diſeaſe ſeems evi- 
dently to have derived its origin from a 
long-continued ſucceſſion of preceding af- 
fections. This patient was attacked with 
the ſmall-pox, meaſles, and chincough, 
ſucceeding each other at very ſhort inter- 
vals; and by theſe he was left in the pre- 
ſent ſituation. Probably this ſtate has 
been rather occaſioned by their having 
given riſe to compreſſion, than by any 
other means. 'That this compreſſion, how- 
ever, does not act on the nerves in their 
RS 18 n * from the ex- 


I tent 
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tent of the diſeaſe, It would ſeem, that 
the operation is confined to one hemiſphere 
of the brain. And there probably ir aQs 
as alrering the ſtate of ſecretion by that he- 
miſphere; or, in other words, by giving 
a condition of action of that hemiſphere, 
furniſhing a nervous fluid with leſs than 
the natural degree of mobility. . 
This conjecture, with regard to the 
cauſe of the paralyſis, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, would not lead us to a favourable 
prognoſis; eſpecially when, with a patient 


at a period of life when the conſtitution is 


ſubjeRed to ſo many changes, it has alrea- 
dy ſabſiſted for ſeveral years. By natural 
means, however, the compreſſion, if it do 
exiſt, may yet he removed. And if- this be 
effected from a reſtoration of a due action 
of the brain, the diſeaſe may be completely 
cured. But even without this, by artificial 
means it may yet admit of being alleviated. 
And it is with ſuch a view that I have put 
the preſent patient on the uſe of electricity. 
For I imagine, that although the cauſe of 
the complaint remain, yet the action of the 


„ brain 
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brain may be ſo far altered, as to give at 
leaſt a greater degree of mobility to the 
nervous fluid than it has at preſent. And 
this I wiſh to effect, both by ſhocks acting 
upon the ſyſtem in general, and by ſparks 
drawn from the affected parts giving a 
peculiar ſtimulus to the extremity of the 
nerves, and from thence communicated to 
their origin. — 

Our patient has now n the elec- 
tricity for ſome time, and it has unqueſtion- 
ably been fo far productive of good effects. 
The arm has even in ſome meaſure changed 
its external appearance. It is ſomewhat 
more plump and full than formerly, and 
with this has recovered a conſiderable de- 
gree of motion. I may, however, obſerve, 
that the motion is as yet by no means com- 
pletely recovered, and that the progreſs 
was greater at firſt than it has been for 
ſome time paſt. 

Notwithſtanding what has been done, 
therefore, there is iome reaſon to fear that 

the preſent is one of thoſe inſtances where 
although from the firſt appearances there 


were 


were flattering hopes, yet the electricity 
will not be ſufficient entirely to remove 
the diſeaſe. I cannot help thinking, that 


this in ſome degree corroborates my con- 
jecture reſpecting compreſſion of the brain 


being the original cauſe; for this is an 
affection which electricity cannot rea- 
dily remove. And, while this compreſ- 
preſſion remains, although. the action of 
the hemiſphere of the brain affected may 
be in a great meaſure, yet it cannot be en- 
tirely, reſtored. If, however, he continue 


to attend regularly, I ſhall yet be diſpoſed 


to uſe this remedy for ſome length of time, 


and that, too, without any other mode of 


cure being conjoined with it, principally 
that 1 may ſee what can be done in this 
caſe by electricity alone. If, however, I 
find that it makes no farcher progreſs, I 
have next thoughts of recommending af 
iſſue in the neck; by which there is ſome 


chance at leaſt of removing ſerous com- 
preſſion from the brain. And, indeed, if 


the compreſſion be of any other kind, we 


can hardly now expect a removal of it. 


A242 . The 
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The preſent is alſo a caſe where ſomething 
may be expected from ſternutatories. Burt J 


conſider the patient as at too early a period 
of life for a trial of any ſtrong medicines of 


this kind. And the ſame circumſtance is 


alſo an objection to a mercurial courſe. In 


caſe of the failure of the means already 


ſuggeſted, then I fhall probably diſmiſs 
this patient; recommending it to him to 


make trial of other remedies, when he Is 


better able to bear them. 14318 65 


CY 12 he 24 


The electricity was coptianed fon a few 
weeks longer, and the patient was then 
diſmiſſed, without any other medicine 
being uſed. His complaints were not | 


5 gone, but very conſiderably re- 
lieved. 


XVIII. 
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A Caſe of Diarrhea attended with bloody fools, 
Hunter 2 en, N Wen 16. 


\ 


M e a woman aged get ad- 

mitted March 7, 1777, is affected 
with frequent dejections of feculent mat- 
ter in a diluted ſtate. The ſtools are ſome- 
times ſtreaked with blood, and attended 
with ſo. in her daun She alſo com- 


% w SS. 2 


18 Segen y affected with derbe when 
ſhe uſes vegetables in food, ſhe obſerves, 
chat for the moſt part they are diſcharged 
undigeſted. Her pulſe is natural, and her 
appetite unimpaired; but ſhe is affected 
with thirſt, particularly during the night; 
and her ſkin feels more dry than natural: 
her tongue, however, is moiſt. She has 
had no pee * for theſe fix | 
years paſt. Hot] | 
"Q 3 Her 


250 MEDICAL CASES 


Her preſent complaints began about nine 
months ago, and ſhe imputes them to 
cold. She has taken many medicines, 
but ſhe has derived very little relief from 
them. 

B Inſuft Faponici uncias ſex. 

| Laudani liguidi guttas quadraginta. 

Syrup! fe mplicts unciam unam. M. Capiat 
unciam unam omni note hora fomni, 
nec non capiat omni mane decotti Cam- 


Prebenfus uncias quatuor. 


March 22. Has taken her medicines 
regularly, from which ſhe feels no uneaſi - 
neſs at ſtomach. Her ſtools are now leſs 
frequent, and ſhe is leſs affected with teneſ- 
mus than formerly. The matter diſchar- 
ged does not now contain any mixture of 
blood; but ſhe ſtill diſcharges much ſlime. 

Continuentur medicamenta. 
April 5. She has taken no medicines 
for theſe eight days paſt, and her looſeneſs 
is now as frequent as it was before. There 
is a very great diſcharge of ſlimy matter, 
but no blood. Her pulſe is about eighty 
in 
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in the minute, but with frequent inter- 
miſſions; which, however, do not occur 
regularly. She is affected with much 
thirſt: and although her tongue be clean, 
yet it is more dry than formerly. 
Intermitiatur decoctum Campechenſe. Con- 
tinuetur infuſum Faponicum, ut antea ; et 
. Pulveris rbei ſcrupulum unum. 
Magugſiæ albæ ſemidrachmam, M. capiat 
dofin hora oda ua nend. e 
diebus. | 


April 12. She has ſtill frequent looſe 
ſtools ; but ſhe has diſcharged almoſt no 
flime finck ſhe began the powders, and 
ſhe is in other reſpects eaſier. Continuentur 
medicamenta. 

April 19. Her looſe ſtools have been 
rather increaſed in frequency for ſome 
days paſt, and ſhe complains of being 
more affected with ſickneſs at ſtomach. 

Intermittantur medicamenta ; et 4 

$ Laudani liquidi I guttas Sexaginta, 
Tincturæ rhei uncias guatuor. 
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- Hrupi ſimplicis uncias duas. © M. 
capiat ſemunciam omni nocte hora 
e 88 [x ; * * ol! 


"April 48 The jooſeneſs 1s ie confidanibly 


_ abated fince ſhe began her mixture. 


— Continuetur mi ſtura ut antca, 


Y O8$ERVATIONS nen 16. . - 
| The diſeaſe of this patient, with reſpect 
to its name, may be the ſubject of ſome 


diſpute. This is not, however, ſa much 
from any difficulty concerning its nature, 


as from the different ſenſes in which the 


ſame terms have been adopted. There are 
ſome who conſider gripes, teneſmus, and 
bloody ſtools, as always conſtituting dyſen- 
tery. And in this ſenſe, we would neceſſa- 
rily beſtow that appellation on the preſent 


affection. By the term Dy ſentery, however, 
I would wiſh to underſtand a particular fe- 


brile affection, depending on a {ſpecific con- 
tagion. Of ſuch an affeQion, .in the pre- 
ps caſe, there | is 0 rn for entertaining 

any 
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any ſuſpicion: and in the ſenſe in which ü 
I would adopt the term, I have little diſſi- 
culty in pronouncing the diſeaſe of che _ 
ſent patient to be a Diaraheaa. 

The thirſt and parched ſkin which here 
occur, are the natural conſequences. of a 
| ſerous diſcharge from the ſyſtem ; while 
teneſmus and bloody ſtools, as far as they 
do take place, are merely the effects of an 
abraded ſtate of the inteſtines. The want 
. of the menſtrual diſcharge for theſe fix 


' years paſt, is to be conſidered as the natu- 


ral ſtate of the ſyſtem: for it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that before this diſcharge ceaſed, 
our patient had arrived at her forty- fourth 
year; a period before which it is not un- 
common that women ceaſe to menſtruate. 
In the hiſtory of her diſeaſe, there is in- 
deed one circumſtance, which would lead 
ſome to conſider the affection as being 
ſomewhat complicated; that is; the ſtate in 
which vegetable matters are diſcharged by 
ſtool. We are told, that when theſe are 
employed in aliment, they come off undi- 
r This has been 3 — 


— 
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as conſtituting a particular genus of dif- 
_ eaſe; and in moſt noſological ſyſtems, it is 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of Lienteria. I 
apprehend, however, that it is improperly 
confidered as a ſeparate genus; and I can- 
not help thinking, that Doctor Cullen ha 
followed the beſt plan in conjoining it with 
the diarrhoea. The prefent inſtance even 
affords arguments for ſuch a conjunction: 
for here the lienterical affection holds only 
in a partial manner; and although the 
diarrhœa be of long ſtanding, this ſymp- 
tom has never gone to any great height. 
Reſpecting the termination of this caſe, 
Jam not entirely without apprehenſion. I 
eannot, indeed, as yet ſay, that it has had 
any conſiderable influence on the ſyſtem, 
The patient is neither much weakened, 
Har, to appearance, of an exhauſted habit. 
It has, however, already ſubſiſted for ſome 
eanfiderable length of time, and during 
that period has refifted the effects of va- 
rious medicines: of the nature of theſe, 
indeed, we have not been able to receive 
information; but there are many probable 
; | grounds 


JD # 
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grounds for preſuming, that they have not - 
been the leaſt powerful. Since ſhe came 

under our care, various articles have been 
uſed, without the effect of producing much 
change on her complaint. And with re- 
gard to this diſeaſe, it may be obſerved, 
that it is one which is apt to become habi- 
tual to the ſyſtem. When this is the caſe, 
there is both greater difficulty in the cure, 
and greater caution, is requiſite in the con- 


duct of it; as ſudden means of checking 


the diſcharge are often followed by Gila 
greeable conſequences. | 
In ſuch a caſe as the preſear, — va 
the object is to bring about rather a gra- 
dual than a ſudden; cure; and in attempt · 
ing this in the preſent inſtance, many re- 
medies, we are told, have been employed. 
Here, after the diſcaſe has been of ſo long 
continuance, there is little reaſan to ſy- 
ſpect any particular cauſe affording irrita- 
tion by which action may be induced; or 
at leaſt, if ſuch an irritating cauſe exiſted, 
1 could not imagine it of that nature which 


Se: 
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| u the preſent inſtance, tha: I confi- 

der the diſeaſe to be the effect of an in- 
creaſed” diſpoſition to action, and aug- 
mented ſecretion by the inteſtines. At 
the ſame time, this augmented ſecretion 
does not ſeem to be the effect of increa- 
ſed determination to the inteſtines: for 
of this there is no evidence from the ſtate 
of the pulſe, of heat, or any other cir- 
cumſtance. I would cherefore, upon the 
whole, conſider the affection before us as 
principally proceeding from a relaxed and 
writable ſtate of the inteſtines ; and the 
cure of it muſt depend on medicines capa- 
ble of reſtoring the proper tone, which 
will have at the ſame time the effect of di- 
miniſhing their” irritability.” This laſt is 
an end wich is moſt immediately ob- 
tained, atleaſt, by ſedative medicines. And 
_ theſe, in the preſent affection, may be pro- 
ductive of good conſequences. It is, how- 
ever, to be ohſerved, that Although, as T 
have already ſaid, I do not ſuſpect any par- 
ticular irritation to ſubſiſt conſtantly here; 
yet ſuch may be ocoafibnally generated. 

85 And 
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And from the ſtate of the bowels-now de- 


ſcribed, I may naturally ſuppoſe there will 
occur a remarkable diſpoſition to acidity; 
of which accordingly, at different times, 
evident indications have appearec. 

It is on theſe general principles that I 
have already had recourſe to the different 
medicines which have been uſed with this 
patient ſince ſhe came under our care; par- 
ticularly to the lignum Campechenſe, the 


| ſuccus Japonicus, * and rhubarb 6 as aſtrin- 


gents and tonics; to magneſia as an ab- 
ſorbent, and to liquid laudanum as a ſe- 
dative. Froin all theſe” the patient has 


obtained at leaſt a temporary relief; and 


they would probably have had more effect, 
if ſhe had continued to take them regu- 
rly without intermiſſion. From inatten- 


tion in this reſpect, however, after her com- 


j laints were ſomewhat abated, ſhe had 


gain a ſevere return. But ſince that, by 
the uſe of rhubarb, conjoined with à ſmall 


proportion of liquid laudanum they are 
again n abated. And if under 


this ; 
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this ſhe continues ro recover, I ſhall not 
think of changing it. 


If, however, the looſeneſs nil continues 
obſtinate, it is my intention to try with 
this patient a medicine which I have uſed 
but little, that is, the gum kino; an aſtrin- 
gent from the vegetable kingdom, which 
has not yet found its way into the greateſt 
part of the modern pharmacopœias: and 


what I think, indeed, ſomewhat ſtrange, it 


has not even a place in the Pharmacopceia 
Suecica, which I conſider to be one of the 
beſt pharmacopœias yet extant. Upon the 


authority, however, of trials related by 


Doctor Fothergill, which are publiſhed in 
the London Medical Obſervations, it has 
had a place in the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
pœia; and as it is found to make a very 


elegant tincture, I have thoughts of trying 
it in that ſtate. Should this alſo fail, I 


have thoughts of employing with this pa- 
tient the Peruvian bark, at the ſame time 
conjoining it with a ſmall proportion of an 
opiate; and from one or other of theſe 
means 1 am diſpoſed to hope for a good 
effect. 
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effect. I muſt, however, obſerve, that in 
the removal of the preſent affection, much 


depends on carefully avoiding exciting 


cauſes. And by cold producing a deter- 
mination to the inteſtines, or by acrid 
matter ſupporting irritation there, every 
other meaſure will be rendered abortive. 
I conſider therefore the cure here as de- 


pending more upon attention and regula- 


rity on the part of the patient, than on any 
practice which we can employ. 


SzQUEL. | 


Under the uſe of the mixture, with the 
tincture of rhubarb, this patient's looſe- 
neſs continued conſiderably diminiſhed. 
And her attendance at the Diſpenſary was 
ſoon afterwards diſcontinued, without any, 
other medicine being tried. 


Ax. 
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A Caſe of Venereal Gonorrhaa ; with an in- 
 quiry, Whether Gonorrbæa depends on in- 
1 ue matter of the ſame kind with that 
which produces Syphilis, or on an fefrious 
matter . a different kind, © 


i 


— , in the forty- third year of 
his * admitted March 25, 1777, is 
affected with a diſcharge of whitiſh viſcid 
matter from the urethra. He complains 
alſo of much ardor urinæ, and is affected 
with a flight degree of phymoſis. The 
| inflammation attending it, however, is but 
very inconſiderable, and the prepuce little 
thickened. He is alſo frequently troubled 
with ſtrangury; pulſe and heat natural, 
belly bound. 
He firſt percers ived the running about a 
fortnight ago. The other ſymptoms have 
mm ſupervened. - | 


He 


\ 
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He aſcribes his diſeaſe to venereal infec= 
tion; but he is not certain of the particu- 
lar time at which he received it. 

He has taken no medicine except a 
gentle purgative, from which he ee we 
derived ſome relief. = 

R .Pulveris ſalis nitri, go . 
gummi Arabici, e fer- 
pulum unum. M. f. Pulvis quater in- 
dies ſumendus. | TIO 


April 5. The running ſtill continues, 
The heat of urine is as much as before; 
and he thinks that there is rather more 
ſwelling and inflammation at the point of 
the penis. | 

Continuetur pulvis nitroſur, ut antea ; ſed ca- 
piat, cras mane, ſalis Glauberi drachmas decem 
in aquæ ferventis uncias ſex ſolutas. Et ite- 
rum repetatur talis doſis mane die Fovis, _ 

April 12. The ſalts operated well; and 
the ſwelling and inflammation at the point 
of the penis are conſiderably diminiſhed. 
He is alſo leſs affected with the ardor uri- 
nz; bur the running ſtill continues. In- 

R ter- 
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termittantur medicamenta, et capiat omni veſ- | 
pere et mane pulveris corticis Fu ſemi- 
drachmam. 

April 19. The ruaiog Is conſiderably 
abated ſince he began the uſe of the Peru- 
vian bark; and he is now but little af- 
fected with the ardor urinæ. Continuetur 
corte Pera vianus, ut antea. 


OBSERVATIONS delivered April 23. 


Reſpecting the diſeaſe with which this 
patient is affected, there is no room for en- 
tertaining any doubt. There can be no 
heſitation in pronouncing, that, when he 
came under our care, he was affected with 
a gonorrhœa virulenta, or that peculiar diſ- 
charge from the urethra which is the con- 
fequence of venereal infection. This, in 
the caſe before us, occurred in the moſt 
fimple ſtate, without any appearances indi- 
cating an affection of any other kind. And 
if it be not now entirely removed, it is at 
leaſt ſo far relieved, that it is productive 

of very little incovenience to him, I will 
' not 
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not, indeed, from this pretend to ſay, that 
the diſcharge may not yet continue for 

ſome time: yet, I apprehend, there can be 
no doubt in pronoucing a favourable prog- 
noſis. And, indeed, unleſs farther appear- 
ances take place, I ſhould,confider farther 
treatment as unneceſlary ; or at leaſt I 
ſhould: imagine, that it is only hereafter 
requiſite that the patient ſhould manage 

himſelf with a proper degree of caution 
reſpecting regimen. 

In the treatment of this = have not 
employed many medicines; and at the 
ſame time, theſe were chiefly meant with 
the intention of obviating ſymptoms. 
Although I am diſpoſed. to think, thac 
ſome of them have had a tendency to pro- 
duce a radical cure; yet I look on the re- 
covery to have been more the work of na- 
ture than of art. This, you will obſerve, 
was a treatment very different from what 
I ſhould have been obliged to follow in 
any, caſe of the ſyphilis. This, naturally 
leads us to the conſideration of the que- 
3 How far gonorrhœa and ſyphilis 

a | R 2 are, 
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are, as has generally been ſuppoſed, to be 
conſidered merely as different modifications UE; 
of the ſame diſeaſe ? = 
It has lately been the ſubject of debate, 

Whether the human race are ſubjected to 
one venereal diſeaſe only, or to two dif- 
ferent . affections? This queſtion I had 
lately occaſion to mention; but at that 
time I could enter no farther into the con- 
troverſy, than barely to point ont the ge- 
neral heads on which the diſpute is founded. 
J hope, however, that no. apology is neceſ- 
fary for taking a more full view of what I 
then ſaid upon this ſubject; eſpecially as 
it may be conſidered as a queſtion which 
is not merely a matter of ſpeculation, but 
connected with practice. And if I ſhall 
be able to render it probable that the diſ- 
eaſes are in reality different, it will at leaſt 
be a comfortable reflection for thoſe la- 
bouring under a gonorrhœa merely, to 
think they are not from thence liable to be 
affected with ſyphilis. I am, indeed, far 

from imagining, that any thing I can ſa 
upon this ſubject will afford ſatis factory 
evi- 
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: evidence that the diſeaſes are in reality 


different. Yet I muſt own, after conſider- 


ing this queſtion, I am, of the two, rather 
inclined to this opinion. And I ſhall now 
preſent you with the arguments by which 
I have been led to adopt this ſentiment. 
Before mentioning theſe, however, it is ne- - 
ceſſary to take notice of what is faid in ſup- 
port of the oppoſite doctrine; and to en- 
deavour to refute, or at leaſt to invalidate, 
theſe arguments. In ſupport of the opi- 
nion that the virus in gonorrhea and ſy- 
philis are the ſame, many arguments are 
advanced. The four following, however, 
may be conſidered as thoſe on which the 
enen ſtreſs has been laid. 
It is obſerved, that both gonorrhœa 
55 ſyphilis are very generally conſe- 
quences of the ſame remote cauſe, that is, 
communication with an infected female. 
2. It is aſſerted, that from a ſingle in- 
ſtance of expoſure to infection, a patient 
will be ſubjected to both the diſeaſes. 
3. It is maintained, that from the ſame 
female, and at che ſame time, one ſhall be 
R 3 af- 
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affected with ſyphilis, and another with 


gonorrhea. 


And, 4. it is contended, ap an affec- 


tion, beginning as a gonorrhœa, will, in 
conſequence of 117 treatment, be 
converted into ſyphilis. 

Theſe arguments muſt, at firſt ſight, ap- 
pear to be very convincing ; and if they 
be well founded, to the full extent here 
mentioned, they would neceſſarily eſtabliſh 


the doctrine, that the two diſeaſes depend 


on the ſame infectious matter. On accu- 
rate examination, however, they will, I ap- 


prehend, by no means be found fo con- 


cluſive as is in general imagined. Admit- 


ing ſome of them to be ſtrictly true, the 


concluſion by no means follows, that the 
matter of gonorrhcea and ſyphilis are the 
ſame; and reſpecting the others, it will 


not be denied, that there is at leaſt room 


for deception. To evince this, however, 


it is neceſſary to take a more op ora 
view of them. | 


That both diſeaſes, in EY much "Y 


n number of inſtances at leaſt, pro- 


ceed 


& 
I | 
| 
> 


} 
1 
18 
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cecd from the ſame remote cauſe, cannot 
be doubted ; and with males they may 
be conſidered as principally, if not even 
ſolely, derived from infection commu- 
nicated by ſome female. This, however, 


is by no means a ſufficient proof that 


both of them are of the ſame nature. And 
indeed this may be conſidered as merely a 
conſequence of both diſeaſes being chiefly 


| ſeated in the organs of generation. But it 


it is not more unnatural to ſuppoſe two dif- 


ferent kinds of infectious matter particu- 
larly acting on theſe organs than one. And 


this is no more an argument that the 
matter of -gonorrhcea and ſyphilis are the 
ſame, than might be uſed to prove that 


the matter of the ſmall-pox and itch are 


the ſame. For while the two former diſ- 
eaſes are chiefly obtained in conſequence * 


of contact by the organs of generation, 
the two latter chiefly ariſe from contact - 
by the ſurface. From the remote cauſe, 


then, nothing farther can be inferred than 
that both gonorrhea and ſyphilis are the 


effect of actual contact. And contact is 
e „ ca- 


= 
= 
— 
— 
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capable of inducing both ſyphilis. and go- 
norrhcea, when the matter is applied in 


other ways than by application to the organs 


of generation. Wherever the matter of the 
ſyphilis is properly applied to abſorbents, 
as from ſuckling an infected child, from 
cutting a finger in opening a bubo, or the 
like, ſyphilis is produced. Application of 
the matter of the gonorrhea in any other 
manner than by the orgaris of generation, 


is not ſo frequent. But in proof of the ef- 


fects reſulting from this alſo, there are, I 
apprehend, ſeveral facts which can hardly 
be diſputed. An ingenious gentleman, a 
ſtudent at this univerſity, about twelve 
years ago, oftener than once, gave himſelf 
a gonorrhœa by inoculation ; that is, by 
applying the matter of the gonorrhœa to 
the point of the urethra on a probe. And 
it has further been obſerved, that the ap- 
plication of the matter of the gonorrhcea 
to other mucous glands, -produces from 
theſe a diſcharge ſimilar to that which 
ariſes from thoſe of the urethra. . | 
This, I think, is ſufficiently confirmed 
| 2 by 
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by a fact, which I am well aſſured hap- 
pened in this city ſome years ago. A young 
man labouring under a gonotrhœa, was 
obliged to employ his handkerchief for a 
| ſhort time to fave his ſhirt. After obtain- 
10g dee he imprudently put the 
handkerchief in his pocket; and , without 
being aware of the conſequences, he uſed | 
it in blowing his noſe. The effect was a 
_ diſeaſe of the inſide of the noſe, and an af - 
fection of the mucous glands there, in every 
reſpe reſembling the gonorrhea. From 
theſe circumſtances, then, it appears, that 
the preſent argument is by no means con- 
cluſive; and that the ſameneſs of the re- 
mote cauſe proves nothing more than that 
both diſeaſes are the effect of contact. 
24ly, In proof of the matter being che | 
ſame, it is contended, that from commu- 
nication with an infected female for one 
time only, both diſeaſes are often the con- 
ſequence. This aſſertion I cannot pretend 
to deny: but it is far from proving the 
matter to be the ſame; and, indeed, is 
r reconcileable to the idea of their 
being 
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being different. If the female be affected 
with both diſeaſes, which is often the caſe, 
the patient is equally expoſed to both. It 
is therefore no more a proof that rhe 
matters of ſyphilis and gonorrhcea are the 
fame, than would be afforded of the ſame- 
neſs of the matter of ſyphilis and variola, 
if both theſe infections ſhould be given by 
the ſame perſon at the ſame time. And 
there 1s no doubt that this has happened in 
ſeveral inſtances. | 
No one, however, is from this dif whe 
to imagine that there is any ſimilarity in 
the infection of theſe diſeaſes. And, in- 
deed, when we conſider the condition of 
thoſe by whom yenereal infection is in ge- 
neral given, upon the ſuppoſition that the 
- contagion of the two diſeaſes is different, 
it can by no means ſeem ſtrange that both 
infections ſhould be mene at che 
ſame time. b 
As a third argument in ſuppore of this 
hypotheſis, it is contended, that from the 
ſame female one man will be affected with 
ſyphilis, and another with gonorrhœa. Of 
this you will hear of many inſtances ; and 
| at 
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at firſt fight the argument muſt ſeem con- 
vincing. On accurate examination, how- 
ever, ſuch inſtances will be found to be 
much leſs frequent than is in general ima- 
gined. In the greateſt number of caſes, 
there is little certainty from whence the 
infection is derived: it is commonly aſeri- 
bed to the moſt recent ſuſpicious expoſure. 
When we attend, however, to the lurking 
nature of the diſeaſes, it will appear, that 
in this there is much room for fallacy.' It 
is well known that ſyphilis will often ap- 
pear at intervals of months after the in- 
fection has been communicated. I have 
known this alſo ſometimes happen with 
regard to the gonorrhœa. Some years 
ago, I had occaſion to treat one inſtance of 
venereal gonorrhcea, where the diſeaſe had 
not the ſmalleſt ſymptom of ſyphilis, and 
where it made its firſt appearance at ſea at 
the end of four months from the time of 
any poffible infetion? From ' theſe cir- 
cumſtances, then, there is room for doubt- 
ing the foundation of this argument, even 
when 1 it is moſt Pawn aſſerted. But 


ad- 


| 
[ 
. 
[} 
=” 
. 
ö 
. 
N 
; 
| 


l K 
— „ — — _ r 
= — 22 2 7 %- 
—— 2 
: — CY — K — — ——— WG -QnK!ñ . v — m oe — ene . 
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admitting it to be true, that two different 


diſeafes may be thus communicated to dif- 
ferent males by the ſame female, yet this 
proves nothing, as it is by no means in- 
compatible with the ſuppoſition of the two 


contagions being different. The female 


may as probably have been ſubjected to 


both diſeaſes as to one only. And there is 


no difficulty in ſuppoſing that ſhe had 
been the means of communicating one to 


each. Had ſhe alſo been ſubjected to the 


icch, a third might have caught that in- 
fection, a fourth might have eſcaped with - 


out any diſeaſe, while a fifth might have 


had a conjunction of all the three. Even 
admitting, therefore, the aſſertion on which 
this argument is built to be no rare occur- 
rence, yet it by no means proves that the 
contagions of ſyphilis and gonorrbers are 


of the ſame nature. 


The fourth and laft argument which I 


think it is neceſſary to anſwer, is, that an 
affection which begins under the form of 


gonorrhea, will, in conſequence of impro- 


per treatment, be converted into a ſyphilis. 


Could 
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Could this be'eſtabliſhed, it would unqus- 


ſtionably prove the ſameneſs af the matter 


in both; and you will meet with many 
practitioners who will poſitively affirax 
that they have ſeen it. Here, however, 
there is more ground: for deception: than is 
commonly imagined; and on ſuch decep- 
tions the aſſertion ſeems to have been 
founded. It is often alleged to be the 
effect of aſtringents, injected at an early 


period of the diſeaſe. Andl it is not to be 


denied, that from an improper adminiſtra- 
tion of theſe, bad conſequences often re- 
ſult. In ſome inſtances they induce very 
conſiderable and obſtinate inflammations: 
in others, and that more frequently too, 
they give riſe to ſwelling of the teſticle, 

Neither the one nor the other of theſe ap- 
pearances, however, are to be conſidered as 
ſyphilitic ſymptoms; but as merely the ef- 
fect of inflammation, induced by a ſudden 
change in the ſtate of circulation: and ac- 
cordingly they are cured by the uſe of an 


tiphlogiſtic regimen and medicines. It is 


indeed true, that there have been caſes 
- where 
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where ſyphilis has ſucceeded gonorrhœa. 
But this as frequently happens, when the 
gonorrhœa has been treated in the moſt 
judicious and cautious manner, as when it 
has been precipitately cured. Nor is it ne- 
ceſlary for the explanation of this fact, that 
we ſhould adopt the ſuppoſition of the two 
diſeaſes depending upon the ſame matter, 
as it is very eaſily explained on the ſuppo- 
fition of the patient's having received both 
infections, one of which, for ſome time, 
had remained latent. And this circum- 
ſtance, we have already obſerved, fre- 


quently happens where only one diſeaſe 


has been communicated. 

Theſe I take to be the chief arguments 
en! in ſupport of. the opinion, that 
the matters giving the infection of the go- 
norrhœa and ſyphilis are of the ſame na- 


ture. And from the examination of them, 
it appears that they are by no means ſo 
concluſive as is in general imagined. After 


endeavouring therefore to refute, or at leaſt 


do invalidate; the proof of this hypotheſis, I 


come next to conſider the ſecond ſuppoſi- 
- BP | tion; 
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tion; by which it is contended that the 
matter of the ſyphilis and gonorrhcea are 
in reality eſſentially different. 

The arguments brought in ſupport of 
this hypotheſis are drawn from various 
ſources, but chiefly from the following: 

1. From the hiſtory of the progreſs of 
the two affections in different countries. 

2. From the . which ey 
exhibit. | 

3. From the method of cure * which 
each is moſt readily overcome. 

1. The hiſtory of the two affections af- 
fords many circumſtances which corro- 
borate the opinion of their depending on 
matter eſſentially different. This parti- 
cularly appears from their progreſs in Eu- 
rope and other countries into which they 
have been imported, It is very generally 
allowed, that, whether the diſeaſes be in re- 
ality the ſame or of a different nature, both 
of them are but of a recent date in Europe. 
Of late, indeed, an elaborate treatiſe has 
been written by Mr Sanches, one of the 
phyſicians to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, to prove 
| that 
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that che venereal diſeaſe was not brought . 
from America. But, notwithſtanding what 
he has ſaid to the contrary, I am ſtill in- 
clined to believe, that neither ſyphilis nor 
gonorrhœa were known till the diſcovery 
of America. The ſubject of the firſt ap- 
pearance of venereal complaints in Europe 
has been more laboured by Dr Aſtruc than 
by any other writer. He has been at the 
utmoſt pains in collecting facts upon this 
ſubject. Upon his authority it appears, 
that both diſeaſes did not appear at the 
ſame time in Europe, but that the ſyphilis 
had been obſerved many years before the 
gonorrhœa was: known. 

This, it may farther be etnies; his | 
not been peculiar to Europe, but has held 
alſo of other quarters of the globe to which 
ſyphilis has been carried from Europe. 
Sſyphilis, for inſtance, was very ſoon 
imported into China ; butwe have the au- 
thority of Dr Aſtruc for aſſerting, that at 
the time when he wrote, gonorrhcea was 
but a very recent diſeaſe in that country. 
Probably, as being a leſs obſtinate affection, 
3 : "IC 
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it was, from the length of the voyage, very 
generally cured before reaching that coun- 
try: or, at leaſt, though a running in ſome 
degree remained, yet the virulence might 
be overcome, 

. Theſe facts are corroborated by an ob- 
ſervation of {till later date, that is, che im- 
portation of the venereal diſeaſe into the 
iſlands lately diſcoyered in the South- 
Seas, particularly Otaheite, It is certain 
that ſyphilis was unknown there till theſe 
iſlands were viſited by the late circumna- 
vigators. And it is yet a matter of diſpute, 


whether the firſt communication was by 5 


the French or Engliſh : for they were vi- 
fited by both nations pretty nearly about 
the ſame time; and each nation ſeems will- 
ing to throw the odium of introducing ic 
upon the other. But by whoever it was 
imported, it would appear that they car- 
ried there one diſeaſe only. I am inform- 
ed by a gentleman, whoſe accuracy may 

be relied upon, and who viſited Otaheite 
along with Captain Cook in his laſt voyage, 

that at that time the gonorrhœa was {ll 
"hots en hee 
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unknown to them. This, however, we 
could hardly ſuppoſe to be the cafe, did 
both diſeaſes depend on the fame infeQi- 
ous matter. Thus, then, from the hiſtory 
of the progreſs of theſe diſcaſes, there are 
i ſeveral circumſtances which would lead to 
the ſuppoſition, that a peculiar infectious 
matter is neceſſary for giving each; and 
that the infection producing the one, will 
not give riſe to the other. 
r The ſecond ſet of arguments are drawn 
Thi | from the phenomena of the diſeaſe. Among 
* theſe there are many particulars pointed 
1 out, which give a preſumption that the 
"n matter of ſyphilis and gonorrhœa are eſ- 
| ſentially different. It is obſerved, that the 
1 ſyphilis, when neglected, uniformly in- 
tf creales in violence; and if it be not arti- . 
ficially removed, it will univerſally termi- 
nate in the death of the patient. The go- 
| norrhcea, on the other hand, has no ſuch 
Fo progreſs ; it is even a diſeaſe which, after 
| running a certain courſe, has a natural 
"0 tendency to cure: and, in many caſes, if 
the patient lives moderately, and avoids 
| cauſes 
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cauſes inducing inflammation, a natural 
cure will ſoon take place. Many practi- 
tioners are ſo much convinced of this, that 
they reckon medicines in this diſeaſe unne- 
ceſſary, or merely direct ſuch as may pleaſe | 
and amuſe the patient. I am far, however, 
from contending for the propriety of this 
practice to its utmoſt extent. I hold the 
uſe of ſome remedies to be in many caſes 
of the utmoſt conſequence. But till it 
muſt be allowed, that in other caſes they 
may be neglected, without any great dan- 
ger; and in general, the neglect is produc- 
tive of no other effect than that of render-' 
ing the preſent ſymptoms more uneaſy, 
and more tedious. There can, therefore, 
be no diſpute, that, as far as reſpects the 
progreſs of the affections, the phenomena 
of the diſeaſes are eſſentially different. 

A ſecond circumſtance from the pheno- 
mena of the diſeaſes marked out as demon- 
ſtrating a difference, is, that the infectious 
matter of ſyphilis uniformly produces ſy- 
philis, and the infectious matter of gonor- 
rhœa as conſtantly produces gonorrhœa. 
8 2 I 
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I have already, indeed, obſerved, that, with 
regard to the matter giving infection in 
ordinary caſes, we are in general in the 
dark. Few are fool -hardy enough to ex- 
poſe themſelves where they are certain of 
the exiſtence of either diſeaſe. But where 
the complaints of the perſon giving the 
diſeaſe are afterwards known, it is very 
generally obſerved, that, whether it be ſy- 
philis or gonorrhœa, the perſon infected 
receives the ſame complaint. Dr Boer- 
haave has poſitively aſſerted, that he never 
knew any one with the gonorrhcea alone 
give the ſyphilis: and he was, perhaps, 
as accurate an obſerver on this ſubject as 
any one either before or ſince his time. In 
general, it is as certain, chat one gonorrhcea 
is the conſequence of another, as that 
ſmall-pox gives the ſmall-pox. No one 
was ever infected with a gonorrhœa from 
cutting a finger on opening a bubo: no 
one was ever infected with a gonorrhœa 
from ſuckling an infant affected with ſy- 
- philis. Beſides, in no inſtance where the 
gonorrhcea was received by innoculation, 

a f or 
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or the intentional application of the matter 
to the point of the urethra, by way of expe- 
riment, has any ſymptom of ſyphilis ever 
appeared. It would ſeem, then, that each 
diſeaſe is an uniform conſequence of a par- 
ticular infectious matter; and whenever 
we are certain of what nature that is, we 
may alſo be certain of the diſeaſe which 
will follow. . | 

A third particular foes the phenome- 
na confirming the difference between the 
matter in the two diſeaſes, is drawn from 
the diſeaſes remaining ſo frequently ſepa- 
rate. It muſt, indeed, be allowed, that 
they are in many inſtances conjoined; yet, 
in by much the greater number of caſes, 
each runs its courſe, without the leaſt ap- 
pearance of the other. It has indeed ſome- 
times been ſaid, that gonorrhœa has been 
converted into ſyphilis : but it has never 
even been alleged that the ſyphilis has been 
converted into a gonorrhœa. We would 
naturally expect, however, that ſuch an al- 
ternation ſhould frequently happen, were 
the infectious matters the ſame. We would 
8 3 | na- 
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naturally expect, that when the matter of 
the ſyphilis acts on almoſt every other part 
of the ſyſtem, it ſhould, by an aQtion on 
the penis, induce a running. This, how- 


ever, is not obſerved to happen. Hence, 


while there is ſo great reaſon for belie- 
ving that it is applied, we are led to infer, 
that in its nature it is different from that 
giving riſe to a gonorrhœa. TOY a 

It has, indeed, been alleged, that in ſome 
inſtances gonorrhcea gives riſe to ſyphilis, 
I have, however, pointed out ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances leading to ambiguity in this 


reſpect; and it is at leaſt certain, that there 


are even but few inſtanc-s in which it can 


be pretended that this happens; eſpecially 


if we make a proper diſtinction between 
real ſyphilitic ſymptoms, and thoſe, ſuch as 
ſwelling of the teſticles, and the like, which 
are the mere conſequences of an obſtructed 
diſcharge, and which are in no degree ve- 


nereal. But were the infectious matter in 


the two diſeaſes of the ſame nature, inſtan- 
ces of the one ariſing from the other could 
neither be rare nor ambiguous. And, 

. ; 2 : | in- 
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indeed, in every caſe where gonorrhea ex 
; iſted, ſyphilis ſhould follow. In every 1 in- 
ſtance of gonorrhaa, infectious matter is 
neceſſarily applied to an innumerable mul- 
titude of lymphatic abſorbents on the glans 
penis. It is certain, however, that, in by 
much the greater number of caſes, there is 
no inconvenience from thence; and in 
ninety- nine at leaſt of an hundred inſtan- 
ces, there is no appearence of ſyphilis. We 
. can only ſuppoſe this to happen, however, 
in conſequence of one of two circumſtan- 
ces: either this matter is incapable of be- 
ing abſorbed ; or, although abſorbed, it is 
innocent. But whichever ſuppoſition we 
adopt, it leads us to conclude, that the 
matter of ſyphilis and gonorrhcea are eſ- 
ſentially different. | 
The third and laſt ſet of arguments are 
thoſe drawn from the method of cure. It 
is certain that the remedies by which the 
one is overcome, are eſſentially different 
from thoſe curing the other. Formerly it 
was, indeed, the practice in every inſtance 
of both diſeaſes, to employ mercury. And, 
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perhaps, where there is reaſon to appre- 
hend that a ſyphilitic taint has been com- 
municated at the ſame time with gonor- 
rhœa, this is the moſt prudent courſe. 
But it is beyond diſpute certain, that for 
the cure of gonorrhcea alone, mercury is 
not neceſſary; and it is even to be doubted 
if it be uſeful. The cure is more readily 
effected by more ſimple medicines. - 
There can be no doubt, on the one 
hand, that the treatment ſerving to remove 
gonorrhœa, is by no means fitted for the 
cure of the ſyphilis; and, on the other 
hand, that the treatment ſuited for the 
cure of ſyphilis, is not calculated for the 
removal of gonorrhea. Of this there is 
undoubted evidence from attending to the 
caſes of thoſe who are unfortunate enough 
to labour under both diſeaſes at the ſame 
time. Where this happens, recourſe is uſu- 
ally had to the means of curing the ſyphi- 
lis, as being the affection from which the 
greateſt immediate danger is to be dread- 
ed, and from the continuance of which 
* * | + the 
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the greateſt evils are to be apprehended. 


Under this 'treatment, indeed, the gonor- 
rhœa will very generally bediminiſhed; but 


this dimunition takes place in no greater 


degree than would happen from the ſame 


length of time alone, conjoined with the 


antiphlogiſtic regimen. And the cure of 


the gonorrhea is by no means in propor- 
tion to the influence which mercury has in 


healing chancres, diſcuſſing buboes, or re- 


moving other ſyphilitic ſymptoms. Be- 
ſides, in very violent inſtances of the gonor- 
-rheea, it is obſerved to be uninterrupted in 


its courſe, or even increafing in ſeverity 


during the uſe-of mercury to a great ex- 
tent; while, at the ſame time, this mer- 
cury proves effectual in removing the 
ſymptoms of ſyphilis. Thus, then, there 
is no room to doubt, that, with reſpect to 
the method of cure at leaſt, the two diſea- 
ſes by no means agree. And this, it muſt 
be allowed, is no inconſiderable evidence 
that they ariſe from infectious matter of 


a 
.- 


a nature eſſentially different. 
From all theſe circumſtances taken s- 
* ther, 


facts with attention; for I apprehend, that 
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ther, I cannot help thinking, that this 
opinion, which I have now endeayoured 
to ſupport, is at leaſt in ſome degree pro- 
bable. 5 F 

I am far, however, from imagining, that 
what I have now thrown out will by any 
means afford conviction. I offer the pre- 
ſent obſervations rather as the ſubject 
of future reflection, than as a ground 
for preſent deciſion: and 1 ſhall be glad, 
if theſe remarks ſhall lead you to examine 


it is by this means alone that the preſent 
controverſy can be finally determined. 

I muſt, however, conclude, as I have 
already -obſerved, that from every view 


which I have been able to take of this 


matter, I am inclined to conſider the diſ- 
eaſes as eſſentially different. And on this 
opinion, the practice in the inſtance before 
us proceeded. Of this, then, it next fol- 


lows that we ſhould offer a few obſerva- 


144 


tions; and as we ſhall not probably again 


ſee much of this patient, we may now offer 
ſuch remarks as are ſuggeſted. 
2 4 In 
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In this caſe, before the patient came un- 
der our care, the diſeaſe had been nearly 
of a fortnight's ſtanding. By this therefore 
I was precluded from the trial of ſach 
practices as might be ſuppoſed to operate, 
either by diſſolving the mucus, ro which 
the infectious matter adhered; or by diſ- 
charging it, from increaſing the ſecretion. 
At the time when this patient came under 
our care, the inflammatory ſtage of the 
diſeaſe might be conſidered as nearly about 
the height. I thought, therefore, that it 
ought at firſt to be the principal object to 
mitigate this. The ſymptoms, however, 
were not in ſuch a ſtate as to require, with 
this intention, any great evacuations. And, 
I apprehend, that the more evacuant me- 
dicines can be avoided during the inflam- 
matory ſtage of the diſeaſe, the leſs danger 
there is of the continuance of a — 
for any great length of time. 

It was on this account, that at firſt I had 
neither recourſe to bleeding nor purgatives. 
But, beſides enjoining the antiphlogiſtie 
regimen, I directed, merely as medicines, 
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the uſe of diluents and refrigerants. With 


the laſt intention, I employed powders of 


nitre with gum Arabic; with the firſt, the 
infuſion of lintſeed : from theſe J hoped, 
in ſome degree, to diminiſh the general 
impetus of circulation. I concluded, how- 
ever, that they would ſtill have more effect 
as counteracting the heat of urine; and 
by this means would obviate the moſt 
urgent ſymptom, the ftrangury: for 1 
concluded, that this was ſolely the effect 
of the ſtimulus of the urine on parts, the 
ſenſibility of which was augmented; and 
this I expected to diminiſh from ſheathing 
the acrimony of the urine by the demul- 
cent quality of the gum Arabic and lint- 
ſeed. But I expected ſtill more benefit from 
increaſing the proportion of the watery to 
ſaline parts, by the introduction of dilu- 


-ents into the ſyſtem, and by the diuretic 


powers of the nitre. 
From theſe practices, b I did not 


_reap-all the good effects which I expected; 
and the ſtate of the inflammation at next 
report was ſuch, that [ reckoned at neceſ- 


ſary 
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fary to obtain a depletion of the ſyſtem by 
cathartics. With this view, I had recourſe. 
to one of the refrigerant kind; the opera- 
tion of which I reckon moſt certain, the ſal 
Glauberi. From this, with the continuance 


of the former courſe, the ſymptoms of in- 


flammation ſoon diſappeared: And when 


there remained no fymprom of any conſe- 


quence but the running, I conſidered the 


| Nate of the veſſels to be the great object 
of attention. With the view of reſtoring. 


to their former vigour the ſecreting or- 


gans in che urethra, the powers of the ſy- 


ſtem themſelves are often fully ſufficient, 
And, unleſs either where the diſcharge is 


exceſſive in point of quantity, or where it 
runs on to a very great length, it is neceſ- 


ſary, perhaps, to do but little. Where re- 


medies are requiſite, many may be had re- 


courſe to. And what I reckon amongſt 
the moſt powerful of theſe, are cold-bath- 
ing and aſtringent injections. 1 did not, 
however, look upon either to be requiſite 
in che caſe before us. I had therefore re- 
courſe to one which may, 1 apprehend, be 

| | more” 
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more frequently employed with ſafety, that 
is, Peruvian bark; and which, under proper 
adminiſtration, is not without very conſi- 
derable effects. To the extent, indeed, in 


N which it was here given, I could not ex- 


pect very great benefit from it. But when 
exhibited early in the diſeaſe, all that is re- 
quiſite is, that it ſhould be given in a ſpa- 
ring manner: for, unqueſtionably, it has 
ſome tendency to remove a diſpoſition to 
inflammation; and in ſome particular 
conſtitutions, the running is even ſo ſud- 


denly checked by this, as to give riſe to 
uneaſy ſymptoms, particularly a ſwelling 


of the teſticles. On this account I began 


the patient with the uſe of it, to the extent 


of a dram only every day. It was, how- 


ever, my intention, if circumſtances ſhould 


require or permit it, afterwards to increaſe 
the quantity. 

I cannot with great confidence affirm, 
that the Peruvian bark had here any re- 
markably good effect: but at leaſt it was 
productive of no bad conſequences ; and 
I muſt own, that 15 am diſpoſed to refer to 

it * 
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it the diminution of the running which 
foon afterwards happened. And Iam now 
inclined to think, that unleſs from impru- 
dent management on the part of our pa- 
tient himſelf, his complaints will in no 
long time have a favourable termination. 


"Sep | 3 


It was not — neceſſary to increaſs 

the quantity of Peruvian bark given to this 
patient. And as his fymptoms difiip- 
peared, his attendance at the Dy 
Was n diſcontinued.” | 
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A Hydrocephalus of the Cranium. 
OE , admitted the 11th of 


April 1777, near three years of age, 
is affected with a conſiderable enlargement 
of the cranium, which has a monſtrous 
appearance. The head meaſures in cir- 
cumference, taken a little above the eyes, 


about twenty-eight inches; and from ear 
to ear, along the courſe of the ſagittal 


ſuture, it meaſures near ſixteen inches. 


The whole upper part of the head is ſoft 


11 


and elaſtic, and nothing reſembling bone 


can be felt for a ſpace of ſeveral inches in 
diameter. The ſame feel is alſo diſcover- 
able in the courſe of moſt of rhe ſutures, 
particularly in the back-part of the head, 
about the angle of the lamboid ſuture. 
Her mother thinks that ſhe is alſo af- 


fected with total blindneſs, The pupils 
4 | of 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 293 


of her eyes are very much dilated, and 

cannot be. contracted by the action of 

light, while at the ſame time there occurs 
an almoſt conſtant ſtrabiſmus. | 

She is unable to walk or ſtand, neither 

has ſhe ever been able to articulate; but 

at times ſhe utters uncommon ſhrieks. 

She has frequently been obſerved to pick 

her noſe and to grind her teeth. 

Her pulſe beats above an hundred 
ſtrokes in the minute; but the heat of 
her ſkin is nearly natural; her apppetite 

is voracious, and ſhe drinks much. 
More than two years ago ſhe was ſeized 

with a fever, attended with convulſions, in 
a very ſevere manner. From that time 
her head has been obſerved gradually to 
enlarge, and all the other ſymptoms have 
ſupervened. At the time of her birth 
there was nothing uncommon in the ap- 
pearance of her head. Her mother is in- 
elined to attribute her diſeaſe to the fever, 
and ſhe knows no other cauſe to which it 
can be aſſigned. 

A great variety of medicines have been 
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tried, with a view to the removal of her 
complaint ; but without producing any 
diminution of the ſize of her head, or any 
mitigation of any of her other ſymptoms. 
Applicetur emplaſtrum weſicatorium inter 
ſeapulas, et paſtea fiat fonticulus ope unguenti 
epiſpaſtici; nec non 
R Tindturæ Jalappe ſemunciam. 


Syrupi ſimplicis uncias duas. 
M. Capiat cochleare parvulum omni ſe- 


mibora donec ſupervenerit catharſis. 
Et repetatur talts dofis bis in ſepti- 
mand. 


April 19. There was a very copious diſ- 
charge of water from the bliſter; but, not- 
withſtanding the application of the iſſue- 
ointment, it is now perfectly healed. The 
mixture purged Her briſkly, and her belly 
ſtill continues open. 

Auopflicetur iterum emplaſtrum 8 
inter ſcapulas, ut antea; fed intermittatur 
miſtura. | 


Osskk- 
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This patient for ſome time paſt has not 
been brought to the Diſpenſary, probably 
from the place of her reſidence being at the 
| diſtance of ſome miles from Edinburgh. 
Had ſhe continued regular in attendance, 
the would rather have afforded us an op- 
. portunity of marking the progreſs of che 

_ diſeaſe, than of the cure. Reſpecting the 
nature of the affection to which this pa- 
tient is ſubjected, there is no room for any 
doubt. From the firſt view of her head, 
the diſproportion which it bore to the reſt 
of her body could not fail to ſtrike the moſt 
inattentive obſerver: while at the ſame 
time, in this enlargement, the face, unleſs 
in as far as 1t 1s formed by the bones of 
the cranium, had evidently no ſhare. That 
part of the head, however, which in a na- 


tural ſtate is occupied only by the brain, 


was here augmented to a- very great, de- 
gree. 

Such an affection, though not every day 
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to be met with, yet upon the whole can 
hardly be reckoned an unfrequent occur- 
rence with infants, inſomuch that there 
are alſo two others ſubjected to the ſame 
diſtemper at preſent under our care as Diſ- 
penſary patients. Such enlargements are 
univerſally found, on diſſection, to ariſe, 
not from any morbid increaſe of the na- 
tural contents of the cranrum, but from a 


ctropſical affection: And that the caſe be- 


fore us affords a ſtriking inſtance of the 
hydrocephalus, can admit of no doubt. 

Under this general term, however, very 
different affections are comprehended. 
And, perhaps, there is no affection in 
which the . ſymptoms are more varied, 
from the ſeat of the water. Practitioners 
in general divide this affection into Hy- 
drocephalus externus and internus. By 
the laſt, they underſtand thoſe inſtances 


where the water is depoſited within the 


ventricles of che brain. By the firſt, all 
thoſe caſes where the water is exterior to 
the brain itſelf. If we examine the noſo- 
logical ſyſtems, however, we will find that 
| FN the 
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the definitions in all of them, except that 
of Mr Sagar, apply only to the external: 
And his definition is a very vague one; for 
it is no more than that the Wann 
is a dropſy of the head. | 
All the definitions into which the en- 
largement of the head enters as a charac- 
teriſing ſymptom of the diſeaſe, will by no 
means apply to the hydrocephalus inter- 
nus, in the ſenſe in which we would adopt 
the term: And this ſymptom of enlarge- 
ment of the head enters the definition of 
all the other noſologiſts. By hydrocepha- 
lus internus, we would underſtand thay 
diſeaſe which is ſo accurately deſcribed by 
Dr Whyte, that few practitioners who have 
read his work with attention will be at a 
loſs to diſtinguiſh it, after it has made a 
certain progreſs. Although, indeed, in 
its earlier ſtages, it is a diſeaſe of a moſt 
inſidious nature; and, till very lately, we 
may perhaps ſay that it was not under- 
ſtood. This I the rather mention, as the 
terms hydrocephalus interior and exterior 
are 3 by Sauvages in a ſenſe dif- 
1 ferent 
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ferent from that in which they are com- 
monly underſtood. By hydrocephalus in- 
terior, he means thoſe caſes where the 
water colleted within the cranium di- 
{tends and opens the ſutures, as in the in- 
ſtance before us. By the exterior he means 
thoſe caſes in which a mere anaſarcous at- 
fection occurs partially to the integuments 
of the head. N 
From theſe different ſenſes of the ſame 
term, difficulties may ſometimes ariſe. I 
apprehend it would not only be the means 
of avoiding confuſion, but would even far- 
ther ſerve ſome good purpoſe, at leaſt in 
the prognoſis, if the affection were divided 
into three ſpecies. Theſe, indeed, properly 
ſpeaking, are perhaps to be conſidered ra- 
ther as diſtinct genera than ſpecies; at 
leaſt if, as in other parts of the body, we 
ſuppoſe genera to be conſtituted by the 
cavity in which the water is effuſed. 
Theſe I would diſtinguiſh by the follow- 
ing terms : 

I. Hydrocephalus of che ventricles, 

when 
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when the water is ſituated . theſe 
cavities. 5 

2. Hydrocephalus of the cranium, when 
it is ſituated between the brain and ſkull. 

3. Hydrocephalus of the integuments, 
when it is ſituated totally exterior to the 
Hull. 

That the inſtance WA us is of the ſe- 
cond kind, can admit of no doubt. And 
although this be leſs rapid in its progreſs 
than the firſt kind of hydrocephalus, that 
of the ventricles, it 1s perhaps not leſs mor- 
tal. It has even been diſputed whether 
there be inſtances of recovery in any caſe. - 
To this opinion, however, I cannot agree ; 
for I am perſuaded that I have witneſſed 
more than one inſtance of recovery even 
from hydrocephalus of the ventricles : and 
if this be the caſe, I will not be diſpoſed 
to think that ir may not occur with regard 
to hydrocephalus of the cranium. 

Some, however, are ſo much perſuaded 
of the fatal tendency even of the laſt, that 
they adviſeno meaſures to be taken during 
the courſe of it. They imagine, that if 

5 4 theſe 
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theſe have have any effect, it will only be 
to haſten the death of the patient. I muſt 
then look upon the caſe before us, from the 
nature of the affection, to be of a very dan- 
gerous tendency ; and there are unque- 
{tionably but faint hopes of cure to be en- 
tertained in caſes much more favourable 
than the preſent: for it is here to be ob- 
ſerved, that the diſeaſe is not merely cha- 
racteriſed by the enormous increaſe of the 
ſize of the head. Though it has not given 
riſe to all, yet it has produced ſeveral of 
the ſymptoms ariſing from the hydroce- 
plhalus of the ventricles; ſuch, for example, 
as the ſtrabiſmus or peculiar ſquinting, 
the dilatation of the pu pils, and loſs of 

ſight. | 
There is no doubt, that in the me 
inſtance, as well as in hydrocephalus of the 
ventricles, theſe are the effects of com- 
preſſion on the brain. And to the ſame 
cauſe we, may alſo refer ſeveral other ap- 
pearances in the caſe before us; particularly 
the inability to uſe the legs, and the want 
of che power of articulation, although the 
| 1 child 


\ 


AND OBSERVATIONS. or 


.child be now above two years old. 'To . 


theſe I think we may add, with reſpect to 


the intellectual faculties, as far at leaſt as 
they can be judged of at ſo early a period 
of life, that there occurs, if not abſolute 
idiotiſm, at leaſt a very conſiderable de- 
gree of it. For of this, I apprehend, we 
had ſufficiently ſtrong evidence in the wild 
ſhrieks ſhe emitted. From all theſe parti- 
culars, then, taken together, we may con- 
- clude, that the affection, in the inſtance 
before us, is in a very advanced ſtate ; and 
indeed it has already ſubſiſted for n near the 
ſpace of two years. 

I muſt, however, remark, chat I have 
known inſtances of longer duration, and 
where the head had increaſed to a greater 
ſize, where the ſame appearances were not 
induced. And I have ſeen a child farther 
advanced in life with a much larger head, 
who could not only articulate, but was 
even extremely talkative. It would appear 
then, in the inſtance before us, that the 
progreſs of the affection, as deſtroying the 

powers of the ſyſtem, had been great even 
| | : A for 
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for the time for which it had ſubſiſted. 
And without a cure, or at leaſt ſome al- 
leviation of the complaint, there is little 
proſpect that ſhe will hold out much 
longer. 

Beſides what I have already mentioned, 
there is another circumſtance to be taken 
into account in giving a prognoſis in all 
ſuch caſes as the preſent, that is, the cauſe 
to which the affection may be referred. 
And from this, as far as it goes, I would in 
rhe preſent caſe rather draw a favourable 
judgment than otherwiſe. Often the diſ- 
eaſe begins without any perceptible cauſe; 
in which caſe: there is reaſon to dread that 
it has its origin in the conſtitution. It is 
often a diſeaſe not ſupervening after birth, 
but born with infants: a circumſtance 
which ſtill farther demonſtrates that it has 
its origin in the habit irſelf, But in the 
caſe before us, the diſeaſe was neither con- 
genial nor without an obvious cauſe; at 
leaſt this affection was attributed to a fe- 
ver and convulſions with which ſhe was at- 
tacked about two years ago. From that 

time 
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time the head was obſerved gradually to 
enlarge. It is true, indeed, theſe may be 
ſuſpected to have been the conſequences of 
the affection upon its firſt attack; and 
there is no doubt that the firſt ſtage of the 
hydrocephalus of the ventricles is marked 
by a fever. But as it is never obſerved to 
to be a ſymptom of the hydrocephalus of 
the cranium, we may conclude that it was 
not ſo in the preſent inſtance. And as 
dropſical affections, in general, are often a 
conſequence of fever, we may infer, that 
this took place in the inſtance before us. 
But allowing the diſeaſe not to be origi- 
nal, but acquired, and the cauſe of the af- 
fection obvious, whatever foundation theſe 
circumſtances might give for a favourable * 
prognoſis in other inſtances, they can af- 
ford but little ground for it in the preſent. 
For after the occurrence of ſymptoms in- 
dicating the affection of all the more im- 
portant functions, a recovery would indeed 

be very extraordinarx. 
This, however, is, I che no auff 
cient reaſon why we ſhould not make a2 
trial 
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trial of different practices: for I hold, that 
even in the moſt deſperate caſes, patients, 
while they will ſubmit to treatment, are 
not to be deſerted. In ſuch deſperate caſes, 
I conſider a practitioner as warranted even 
to make a trial of doubtful remedies. And 
even where he does not chooſe to employ 
ſuch, there 1s, perhaps, no inſtance in 
which meaſures may not be taken, which, 
without danger of any prejudicial conſe- 

- quences, have at leaſt a proſpect of afford- 
ing ſome relief, On theſe principles, then, 
I proceed to ſpeak of the treatment in the 
caſe before us. It is evident that, as in 
dropfical affections in general, there are 

here two great objects to be had in view. 
I. The evacuation of the water mn 
3 within the cranium. 
The prevention of future accumula- 

tion. | 
Here, as in other caſes, al the diferetic 
modes of diſcharging the water may be 
referred to two heads, natural or artificial 
outlets. The former unqueſtionably fur- 
niſhes us with the moſt ſafe, the latter with 

3 ” 
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the moſteffectual, mode of evacuation; that 
is, by means of theſe we can at leaſt draw 


off the water, whatever may be the future 


event of the diſeaſe. It muſt be allowed, 
however, that in this affection ſome of the 
artificial modes are very doubtful. Among 
theſe I may mention what of all modes is 
the moſt certain, puncture into the ar 
containing the water. 

Reſpecting the propriety of this opera- 
tion, very oppoſite ſentiments are enter- 
tained by the moſt eminent moderns. 


Some repreſent it as a mode of cure, not 
only free from danger, but never to be ne- 


glected. Others confider it as a certain 
means of precipitating the death of the pa- 
tient, From my own experience on this 


ſubject, I can fay nothing. I have never 


either directed this operation to be per- 
formed, or ſeen it tried under the direc- 
tion of any other. I muſt own, however, 
I ſhould not entertain from it any ſanguine 
hopes of ſucceſs. At the utmoſt, we can 
look for no farther benefit from it than 
from tapping in aſcites; that is, it ſerves 


merely 
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merely for producing evacuation of the 
water, and not for preventing the return. 
And it is ſtill matter of diſpute how far, 
even in aſcites, tapping is of any great ad- 
— vantage. Some of the moſt eminent prac- 
titioners in London, indeed, have lately 
recommended early tapping in very high 
terms: but I am well aſſured, that even 
thoſe who were once the ſtrongeſt advo- 
cates for it, are now much leſs fond of it 
than formerly ; while others, and theſe 
too of the firſt eminence, condemn it very 
ſtrongly in almoſt every inſtance. 

If, however, evacuation by an outlet of 
this nature be exceptionable in aſcites, it is 
ſtill more ſo in hydrocephalus of the cra- 

nium. For it is well known, that in aſ- 
cites, even the greateſt inconvenience will 
ariſe if the diſcharge be not compenſated by 
due preſſure. Hence, before proper ban- 
dages were invented, it was given as a con- 
ſtant direction, that in aſcites, the whole 
water ſhould not be drawn off at once, but 
at different times; and if it is to be at- 
tempted in hydrocephalus, the ſame in- 
3 junction 
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junction muſt be obſerved. For here, from 
the ſtate of the matter forming the cavity, 
vig. the bone, preſſure cannot have any ef · 
fect; or if the intervals betwixt the fu- 
tures may admit of this, yet it cannot have 
influence in an equable manner. Not- 
withſtanding all theſe objections, however, 
when other remedies are ineffectual, and 
where the diſeaſe is evidently on the in- 
creaſing hand, it is to be conſidered as gi- 
ving the only poſhble chance of a recovery. 
And though, as the chance is unqueſtion- 
ably a bad one, it is never to be enforced 
yet it ought, I apprehend, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, to be propoſedt. - 
Perhaps there are few cafes where the 
evident concurrence of circumſtances re- 
quire it more manifeſtly than in this before 
us. But to the operation, an unſurmount- 
able objection is the mother's dread at the 
thought of it. By this, therefore, we were 
here determined to try what might with 
ſafety be done by other artificial or natural 
outlets. We have an artificial outlet, not 
only to appearance leſs formidable, bur in 
| reality 
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reality leſs datgtrous, in that which is ex- 
cited by bliſters, eſpecially when the diſ- 
charge is continued under the form of an 
iſſue. From theſe, applied even to the head 
itſelf, there is leſs to be apprehended than 
in the hydrocephalus of the integuments, 

and more to be expected than in the hydro- 
cephalus of the ventricles. Here, however, 
I choſe to give the preference to the appli- 
cation of them in the neighbourhood of 
the head; which, while it is productive 
of nearly the ſame ad vantages might ſeem 
leſs alarming. 

It was my intention to have ſupported 
the diſcharge by the uſe of epiſpaſtic oint= 
ment. But although, from the bliſter it- 
| ſelf, there was a very copious evacuation, 
yet, by the iſſue-ointment, the diſcharge 
was not ſupported, probably from want of 
a proper application. Perhaps, however, 
it is a matter of doubt, whether from this 
there is any real diſadvantage; for if there 
be not an equal, yet, at leaſt, there is a 
very conſiderable diſcharge obtained by 


3 bliſters: and to ſuch repetition I 
had 
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had here recourſe. What has been the effect 
of it, however, I have not ſince been able 
to learn. But, beſides bliſters, I employed 
alſo a mixture, with tincture of jalap, 
which I hoped would operate as a briſk 
purgative. This 1 directed as an evacu- 
ant of water by a natural outlet. But as 
of this I ſhall have more occaſion to ſpeak 
in other caſes, I ſhall ſay nothing of it here. 
And of my future plans with this patient, 
I need make no obſervations, as we ſhall 
not probably ſee her again. | 


1 


This patient did not return to the Diſ- 
penſary; and as her reſidence was at the 
diſtance of ſeveral miles from Edinburgh, 
I have never been able to learn the event 
of the caſe. 
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XX. 


4 Caſe. in which there occurred a peculiar 
morbid Senſibility of one of the Hands. 


— R , a man in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age, admitted April 

1 5th 1777, complains of very violent pain 
affecting all the fingers of his left-hand, to 
ſuch a degree as entirely to prevent him 
from being able to move them. They 
are all drawn in towards the palm of his 
hand; and he alleges, that even the ſlighteſt 
attempt to extend them, occaſions the moſt 
excruciating pain. None of them are diſ- 
coloured, or otherwiſe obviouſly affected. 
Yet even the ſlighteſt touch gives very 
great uneaſineſs; fo that to avoid contact 
with other bodies, he is obliged to keep his 
hand conſtantly in a very large bag. In 
every other reſpec he is in good health. 
But the pain of his hand totally incapa- 
Citates 
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citates him from following any employ- 
ment. 

Twelve months ago he received a ſtroke 
on the metacar pal bone of the middle fin- 
ger, near to the joint. This gave him 
much pain at the time, but produced no 
wound. It, however, prevented him from 
being able to extend his fingers for ſome 
time; and a few months after this acci- 
dent, all his fingers began to contract; in 
which ſtate they have continued ever ſince. 

He has uſed warm fomentations, and a 
variety of other medicines, without ef- 
fe. a 8 
Habeat fotum electricum per hore quadran- 
tis ſpatium ter in ſeptimana; et niſi exinde 
vebemens oritur dolor, eliciantur A elec 
trice e manu ſiniſtra. | 
April 26. He has been regularly 8 
trified ſince laſt report, and the electrical 
ſparks occaſion ſome pain in his hand; but 
it is not of long continuance. He is now 
able to move his fingers a little but the 
pain of his hand, on being iouchey till 
continues as before. vie: 
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OBSERVATIONS delivered Fune 6. 


The diſeaſe of this patient furniſhes us 
with an example of what I reckon a very 
ſingular affection. I muſt own, that I have 
never before met with any caſe which 
could be ſaid very nearly to reſemble it. 
Nor can I aſſign a place for it in any noſo- 
logical ſyſtem. Therefore, withour at- 
tempting to give any name to this diſeaſe, 
we muſt try how far we can give any pro- 
bable conjecture as to its nature. It is evi- 
dent that the affection, whatever its na- 


ture may be, is totally a local one. It is 


confined entirely to the left-hand; and 


there marked merely by one ſymptom, 


that is, pain. The contraction of the 
fingers, and lofs of motion, as far as 
we can learn, are to be conſidered ſolely 


as conſequences of this. At the fame 


time, there is no tumour, ulceration, in- 
flammation, or any obvious cauſe from 


which we can ſuppoſe the pain to ariſe. It 


is well known, however, that all pain is 
| the 
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the conſequence of impreſſions communi- 
cated from the ſentient extremiries of the 
nerves to their origin; and theſe impreſ- 
ſions are varied by many different cir- 
cumſtances, particularly by the ſtate of 
the ſentient extremities, and by the con- 
dition of the nervous fluid. With theſe, 
in a certain condition, the force of the 
impreſſion is either totally taken off, or 
greatly diminiſhed ; while, on the other 
hand, when they are in a contrary condi- 
tion, its influence 1s greatly augmented, 
inſomuch that an impreſſion, which uſu- 
ally is capable of giving very little, or ra- 
ther no ſenſation, will produce even an 
excruciating degree of pain. From the 
ſuppoſition therefore of ſuch a change in 
the ſtate of the nervous fluid, we may, I 
apprehend, account for the ſingular affec- 
tion in the caſe before us. 

This patient is affected with excruciating 
pain on the urritation occaſioned even by 
the moſt gentle touch, or ſlighteſt attempt 
to motion. And he complains even of 
conſtant pain, probably from that irrita- 

| Wy: tion 
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tion which muſt ever be occaſioned by the 
circulation, and ſuch other cauſes. 

But while ſach a ſuppoſition would af- 
ford ſome ſolution for this phenomenon, 
it is {till farther corroborated by the cauſe 
inducing the affection. There can, I ap- 
prehend, be little doubt that our patient is 
right in his conjecture, in attributing the 
diſeaſe before us to a ſtroke. This ſtroke, 
although not ſo violent as to occaſion any 
wound, produced ſuch pain as to prevent, 

for ſome time, the uſe of the extenſor muſ- 
cles of the fingers; and, with the continu- 
ance of this pain, the ſenſibility ſoon aroſe 
to its preſent height; inſomuch that he 
dreads the moſt diſtant approach towards 
his hand, even in the moſt gentle manner. 
There can, then, I apprehend, be little 
doubt, that by 'the ſtroke, though no 
wound was produced, an injury was done to 
ſome ſubcutaneous nerves; and that from 
this the diſeaſe is to be conſidered as ſolely 
originating. I would then conſider the caſe 
of the preſent patient to be one of thoſe 
anomalous affections of the nervous kind, 
| , . 
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to which no name can be given, and which 


is rather characteriſed by its peculiarity, 
than by any particular ſymptoms. 

To the preſent caſe, as I have already 
obſerved, I have never ſeen any thing very 
ſimilar. | Yet in the caſe of Janet Wilſon, 
one of our patients during the winter- 
courſe, we had an affection which, to me, 
ſeemed 1n its nature ſomething to reſemble 
it. There, indeed, from the ſear of the af- 
fection, I gave it the name of that genus 
of diſeaſe which the noſologiſts diſtinguiſh 
by the title of Dyſphagia. But we had in 
her caſe, Limagine, an. inſtance of difficult 
deglutition totally ariſing from increaſed | 
ſenſibility. And from this alſo there was 
both a conſtant uneaſineſs, as in the caſe 
before us; and an excruciating pain on be- 
ing touched by ſolid ſubſtances, as in the 
action of ſwallowing. 

I have heard of a caſe ſtill more e nearly 
reſembling the preſent, which 1s mentioned 
by a celebrated teacher of medicine at Lon- 
don in his lectures. In that caſe, without 
any evident diſeaſed ſtate, there was a pain 
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terrible than they are really dangerous. 
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fimilar to the preſent, ariſing from the 


ſecond joint of the thumb; and on the 


{ſlighteſt touch the moſt excruciating ſen- 
ſation was induced. With this patient the 
affection reſiſted an almoſt infinite variety 
of means of cure; and even the diviſion of 
the nerve leading from the thumb had no 


other effect but to produce a change in the 


ſeat of it. After the nerve was divided, 
the pain began, not at the thumb, as be- 
fore, but immediately above where the in- 
ciſion had been made. 
What, at length, was the fate of that 
caſe, I do not know. If we were, however, 
to form any conjecture as to the termina- 
tion of the preſent, from what we ſaw of 
Janet Wilſon, we ſhould be diſpoſed to form 


| a favourable judgment. And I own, that 


I do not here ſee any thing which can 
greatly alarm us. I conſider the patient, 


although he be in a very diſtreſſed ſitua- 


tion, yet to be by no means in a highly 
dangerous condition. And, indeed, the 
nervous affections in general are more 


At 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 31) 


At the ſame. time, in anomalous. caſes, - a 
judgment ſhould never be pronounced with 
very great ccnfidence; and it is hard to 
ſay what turns they may ſometimes even 
ſuddenly take. ' I am ſorry, however, to 
obſerve, that, whatever may be the pro- 
greſs of this diſeaſe, we ſhall probably have 
but little opportunity of abſerving it; for 
our patient has now diſcontinued his at - 
tendance at the electricity, and I have not 
been able to learn where he lives. If, how- 
ever, I can diſcover his place of reſidence; 
I ſhall reckon it worth while to attend to the 
diſeaſe, even although we may not be-able 
to prevail upon him to make trial of any 
medicines. I muſt, however, own; I'am 
_ diſpoſed to think, that without ſome arti- 
ficial cure the affection will be very. te- 

dious. 
HBHefore he came under our care, his. dit. 
eaſe had continued, with very little altera- 
tion, for the ſpace of twelve months; and 
during that time it had reſiſted the uſe of 
various remedies. It is not improbable 
that all our attempts, ſhould he ever return 
tO 
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to be treated here, will not be more fortu- 
nate. Had he, however, continued at- 
tendance with us, I ſhould, art leaſt, have 
given a fair trial to different medicines; 
from which, L apprehend, ny might 
have been expeted. 

Here it will naturally occur to you, from 
what l have ſaid of the nature of the diſeaſe, 
that I conſider the great object in the cure 
to be the reſtoration of proper ſenſibility 
to the nerves. The ſenſibility of the nerves, 
where there is no obſtruction to the inter- 
courſe with the ſenſorium, I conſider as 
depending on two circumſtances: firſt, on 
che condition of the ſentient extremity; 
and, ſecondly; on the condition of the ner- 
vous fluid. And as I view the brain to be 
not one ſecreting organ, but a great num 
ber of ſecreting organs, I imagine the fluid 
may be morbidly altered in one nerve, 
while it is not ſo in another: and I am 
diſpoſed alſo to think, that from an action 
on the extremity of any nerve, the ſtate of 
ſecretion, at that part of the brain furniſh- 
ing it with fluid, may be altered; for in 

every 
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every caſe, impreſſions on the extremity of 
a nerve are immediately communicated to 
its origin. 

On theſe Wange then, I kde 0 
increaſed ſenſibility here as depending upon 


both the circumſtances which have been 


pointed out. Perhaps, however, it depends 
more on a change in the ſtate of the ner- 
vous fluid than in the ſentient extremity of 


the nerve: at leaſt, that this took place, 


with regard to the caſe to which I have 
compared the preſent, was evident from 


the uneaſineſs remaining after the nerve 


was cut, and from its ariſing above the 
inciſion. Suppoſing this, tberefore, to be 
the cauſe of the augmented ſenſibility, 
the proper ſtate is to be reſtored, both by 
an alteration in the condition of the ner- 
vous fluid with which the part is ſupplied, 
and of the ſentient ESETETRIGHY: of the nerves 
with which it is furniſhed... 
Thoſe who heard the obſervations which 
I offered. on the caſe of Janet Wilſon, will 


not be ſurpriſed that, with theſe inten- 


tions, I ſhould have had recourſe to elec- 
4 | tricity, 
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tricity, eſpecially as I was diſpoſed to ima- 
gine that it produced ſo good effects in 
that caſe. It may at firſt ſight, indeed, ſeem 
ſtrange, that I ſhould have here employed, 
fordiminiſhing morbid ſenſibility, aremedy 
which 1s known to be ſo powerful an agent 
in augmenting it, or reſtoring it when it is 
diminiſhed or loft. But I am inclined to 
believe, that theſe effects are produced in 
conſequence of its altering the ſtare of ſe- 
cretion; and that by an analogous altera- 
tion, it will reſtore the nervous fluid to 
the natural ſtate when it 1s otherwiſe af- 
feed. | 

But whatever be the principle of action, 
I am perſuaded, from facts, that electricity 
is capable of diminiſhing morbid ſenſibi- 
lity. And on theſe grounds I directed it 
to the preſent patient. In a caſe, however, 
where, from the ſlighteit touch, exquiſite 
pain was induced, it was neceſſary to be- 
gin with the utmoſt caution. On this ac- 
count, I began by directing for our pre- 
ſent patient the electrical fomentation; that 
is, che mere charging his body with elec- 
trical 
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trical fire, In this way of exhibition, I 
am of opinion that the electricity operates 
as a ſtimulus to the whole ſyſtem. But it 
does not affect any part ſo immediately as 
if either ſhocks are given, or ſparks drawn 
from thence. It was on this account there- 
fore that, at the ſame time, I ordered that 
a trial ſhould be made whether the patient 
was able to have ſparks drawn from the 
extremity of the fingers of the left-hand. 
Almoſt contrary to expectation, I found 
that in this way he was able to bear it; 
for although it excited ſome pain, yet that 

pain was but of {ſhort continuance. 
After he had but for a ſhort time uſed 
the electricity in this manner, there was 
the appearance of ſome progreſs in the 
cure; for although the pain from the touch 
ſtill continued, yet he was able to move his 
fingers a little. At this time, however, our 
electrical machine met with an accident, 
which neceſſarily gave an interruption to 
the uſe of this remedy, and it was not again 
got ſo ſoon out of the hands of the work- 
man as could have been wiſhed. During 
| this 
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this period, the patient called ſeveral times 
without being electrified; and, after re- 
peated diſappointments, he at laſt forſook 
us. I muſt own, that I was very forry for 
this; both on his own account, as I imagi- 
ned that he had ſome chance of recovery 
from it; and on ours, as it prevented the trial 
which we had in view. If I ſhall ever fall 
in with him again, provided his diſeaſe is 
in the ſame ſituation, I ſhall adviſe him to 
renew the uſe of the electricity. Of other 
meaſures, however, which ' ought after- 
wards to be taken, ſhould the electricity 
prove abortive, it is unneceſſary to ſay any 
thing, ſince there is but little proſpect that 
we ſhall hereafter have any opportunity of 
treating this caſe. 


* 


W * * * ; 

As this patient never afterwards re- 
turned to the Diſpenſary, the future pro- 
greſs and the event of his caſe are not ac- 
curately known. But ſome of the gentle- 
men who attended the lectures met him 
ſome 


[ 
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ſome months afterwards in the ſtreet, and 
he informed them that his complaint ſtill 
continued nearly in the ſame ſtate as be- 
fore. At that time he was under the di- 
rection of another practitioner. 


XXI. 


A Caſe of Convulſion, treated with the Pilulæ 
Ceæruleæ. 


J—  M-—, a man aged twenty-nine, 
by trade a ſhoemaker, admitted 18th 

of April 1777, is affected almoſt every 
evening, ſoon after going to bed, with 
convulſive motions of different parts of 
his body, particularly of the legs and arms. 
The length of time for which theſe fits 
continue is conſiderably varied. Some- 
times they laſt for half an hour, ſame- 
times for the ſpace of an hour, when they 
in general terminate by inducing a pro- 
fuſe 
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fuſe ſweat. During the continuance of 
the fit he is affected with dyſpnœa and ver- 
tigo; and for the moſt part it is attende 
alſo with an involuntary diſcharge by ſtool 
and urine. Immediately after the convul- 
ſive motions ceaſe, he in general falls aſleep, 
and reſts well during che night. He com- 
plains, however, of being much diſtreſſed 
through the day with a ſenſe of weight 
and oppreſſion about the præcordia; and 
he is alſo frequently diſtreſſed with flatu- 
lence. * TEES 
His appetite is ſomewhat impaired ; and 
his belly is bound, unleſs when he uſes 
purgative pills. But his pulſe and heat are 
natural. BED 
He has been affected with theſe com- 
plaints for about the ſpace of three weeks. 
Before that, he was never ſubjected to any 
ſimilar affection; and none of his parents, 
or near connections, were ever known to 
be liable to any ſuch diſeaſe. During the 
fits none of his ſenſes are impaĩired; and he 
can ſpeak to thoſe around him, although 
not without difficulty. 
| | He 
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He imputes his affection to exceſſive 
drinking of ſtrong liquors, with which he 
had been frequently intoxicated to a great 
degree before his fits began. 
le has uſed ſome remedies with which 
he is unacquainted, and from which he 
has derived very little, if any, relief. He 
is at preſent in the habit of raking Ander- 
ſon's pills, to ſuch an extent as to produce 
two or three looſe ſtools every day. | 

Intermittantur pilul cathartice, ei 

g Laudani liquidi guttas viginti quinque. 

Syrup 7 implicts drachmat duas. 

Aqua menthe unciam unam. M. Fiat 
haufius fumendus omni note hora ſom- 
ni; nec non ſumat omni mane PR 
cæruleam unam. 


April 26. He has taken his medicines az 
directed, and he has had no fit for theſe 
ſeveral days paſt. But, about eleven o'clock 
this forenoon, he had a flight attack, His 
belly has been very bound; and, in order 
to obviate the coſtiveneſs, he has had occa- | 
ſionally recourſe to the Anderſon's pill. 
In termittatur Hauſtur; continuentur pilulæ 
2 X cCeærulcæ, 
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cerulee, et capiat alternis nofibus pilula- 
rum. ex colocynthide cum aloe grana * Hora 
fomni. | 

May 9. He had a very ſevere fit on 
Wedneſday laſt, which began about one 
o'clock in the morning, and continued 
near an hour. But he has had no other 
ſince the laſt report. He is, however, fre- 
quently affected with ſickneſs at ſtomach; 
and with vomiting: He has in general an 
eaſy ſtool every day fince he began the uſe 
of the purgative pills. 

. Continuentur medicamenta. 

May 16. He has had no fit fince the laſt 
report, and he has been but little affected 
with the ſickneſs or vomiting : but he 
complains much at preſent of 'pain about 
the region of his ſtomach. Belly regular, 
although he has taken but few of the pur- 
gative pills. 

Intermittantur pilule ex tolocynthide cum 
aloe; continuentur pilulæ cæruleæ, et capiat 
pilulam unam omni mane et veſpere. 

May 23. He had a ſevere fit on Friday 
n, and another on Saturday; but 

ſince 
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fince that he has had no return of them. 

Continuentur pilalæ cerulee, fed capiat pilu- 
lar duas omni nocte et pilulam unam omni mane, 
May 30. He has had no fit fince the 
laſt report ; but he complains much of 
ſickneſs at his ſtomach ; ; yet his * 
is ſomewhat mended. 

Continuentur pilulæ cerulee ut antea. 


OBSxRVATIONS delivered Fune 10. 


The caſe of this patient is, in ſome re- 
ſpecs, Gngular 3 and affords, I apprehend, 
an example of a diſeaſe not every day oc- 
curring in practice. His diſeaſe conſiſts 
of paroxyſms which give evident indica- 
tion of their being of the nervous kind. 
Theſe, : at their firſt commencement; were 
in ſome reſpects periodical, returning every 
evening at a certain hour. This ſtate of 
appearances, however, was but of ſhort 
duration; and in no long time he was 
ſubject to attacks of them with the ſame 
irregularity as if they had been fits of the 
hyſterical or epileptic kind. It may far- 

X 2 ther 
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ther be obſerved, that to hyſterical and 
epileptic fits, they had, in ſeveral particu- 
lars, ſome reſemblance, And ſach affec- 
tions, it is well known, are, in the preſent 
age, by no means an unfrequent occur- 
rence. 

It would 1 therefore, oidiogt 
itſelf as a probable ſuppoſition at leaſt, 
that the diſeaſe of our preſent patient may 
be a peculiar modification of either. When 
we examine, however, the caſe with atten- 
tion, ſtrong objections occur to both ſup- 
poſitions. It cannot indeed be denied, that 
both diſeaſes put on very various appear- 
ances; yet, amidſt all theſe, there are cer- 
tain characteriſtical ſymptoms, which, with 
each, are uniformly preſent, and which, 
whatever may be the variety in the appear- 
ances, ſerve to point out the true nature of 
the affection. 

Hyſteria, in every inſtance, is attended 
with a peculiar affection of the alimen 
tary canal, and with a particular ſtate of 
mind, the patient being ſubject to a re- 
markable fluctuation of ſpirits, both in 

| _ 


F: 
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point of . and deſpondency. _ % 
No indication, however, either of the one 
or the other, is to be found in the caſe be- 
fore us. The patient indeed, as might na- 
turally be imagined, is ſomething alarmed. 
by the diſeaſe to which he has now be- 
come ſubjected. ' But, by this, the affec- 
tion of mind which has been induced, 
approaches to the deſpondent condition 
attending melancholia or hypochondriaſis; 
and there are no marks of that variable 
ſtate of temper which is the concomitant 
of hyſteria. Here, it muſt be allowed, that 
affections of the alimentary canal are not 
entirely wanting; and that theſe alſo con- 
ſtitute, as it were, a conſtant part of the 
paroxyſm: For we are informed in the hi- 
ſtory of the diſeaſe, that the firſt attack of 
the fits was attended with an irreſiſtible 
inclination to a diſcharge both of fæces 
and of urine. Such a diſcharge we muſt 
ſuppoſe to be cauſed by ſome involuntary 
muſcular action. And it might proceed 
either from the action of the containing 
organs, as the bladder and rectum; or 
« 5} na from 
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from the action of other muſeles, as the 
abdominal ones, giving compreſſion to 
theſe viſcera. On the laſt of theſe ſuppo- 
ſitions, which, of the two, is not the leaſt 
improbable, we have, in this caſe, no pro- 
per affection of the alimentary canal. But, 
even adopting the firſt to be the real cauſe 
of the involuntary diſcharge, yet this 1 is an 
affection very different from that murmur- 
ing of the belly, or ſenſe of a ball riſing to 
the throat, which occurs in hyſteria. Be- 
ſides, although this appearance at firſt took 
place, yet it has for ſome time ceaſed ; and 
he has had, even of late, ſeveral very ſe- 
vere fits, * Ver there was no ſuch appear» 
ance. There can be no queſtion, then, 


that the eſſential ſymptoms of Hyſteria 


are here wanting, and that we muſt look 
for the affection under ſome other genus. 
To the fuppofition of its being an epi- 
lepſy, another affection of the nervous 
kind, to which it has alſo ſome reſem- 
blance, there are ſtill greater difficulties. 
Even in the convulſive agitations of the 


legs and arms, there 1 is an obvious diſſimi- 


litude, 
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litude. There 'the motions are violent, 
but without rapid ſucceſſion. - In the caſe 
before us, they are of that quick nature 
which gives the ridiculous contorſions in the 
chorea Sancti Viti. Beſides this, a ſtill more 
eſſential ſymptom of the epilepſy is here 
wanting; for, during the whole continu- 
ance of the fit, the patient retains every 
ſenſe, and can even ſpeak tolerably di- 
ſtinctly. But in epilepſy this is by no 
means the caſe. The ſenſes, both external 
and internal, are manifeſtly affected. The 
recovery from the fit is, in general, with 
marks of delirium, and with incoherent 
ſpeech. And I am even diſpoſed: to con- | 
ſider the total abolition of ſenſe, at leaſt 
for ſome length of time, as an eſſential 
characteriſtic of that affection. 
In the preſent caſe, we have clonic 
ſpaſms of voluntary muſcles, without any 
affection of the mental faculties; and I 
look upon it as affording us a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the Convulſio, ſtrictly ſo called, 
This affection, in different noſological ſy- 
ſtems, you will find diſtinguiſhed by the 
X 4 titles 
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titles of Chorea, Scelotyrbe, Hieranoſos, 
and the like. But although it be divided 
by ſome noſologiſts into ſo many genera, 
yet it is by no means a common com- 
plaint. I would not, however, be under- 
ſtood to repreſent it as never occurring. 
It is particularly known to practitioners 
under the form of what is called the Cho» 
rea Sancti Viti; a diſeaſe in which ſuch odd 
motions occur, as afford at the ſame time 
an object of pity and of laughter. Beſides 
this, according to the muſcles affected, and 
the mode of the affection, it puts on va- 
rious appearances. For the deſcription of 
theſe I may refer you to the practical wri- 
ters in general, particularly to Dr Syden- 
ham. You will, however, find a remark- 
able caſe of this affection related by Dr 
White of Vork, in the fourth volume of 
the Medical Commentaries; and, from 
the hiſtory which he gives, it will appear, 
that this affection is, in ſome inſtances, 
much more diſtreſſing than it was with 

our patient. | 
From the favourable concluſion of that 
caſe, 
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eaſe, I ſhould be diſpoſed to entertain 
greater hopes of the preſent than I would 
do otherwiſe. I muſt, however, obſerve, 
that, reſpecting the prognoſis, I cannot 
here ſpeak with very great confidence. I 
do not indeed ſee any ſymptoms, which 


- _ threaren imminent danger; and I have 


therefore endeavoured, as much as I could, 
to quiet the apprehenſions of the patient. 
Such affections, however, are, in general, 
the conſequence only of a change being, 
as it were, induced on the conſtitution, 
Hence, when they have once taken place, 
they cannot eaſily: be removed. I ſhould 
not therefore be ſurpriſed if the (preſent 
' caſe be found to reſiſt the efficacy of medi- 
cines for ſome time, or even at length to 
baffle our utmoſt efforts. l Sod 
Such a termination is the rather to be 
feared, as there is ground for preſuming 
that che patient will continue to be ſub- 
jected to the cauſe at firſt inducing the af- - 
fection. For I have little doubt in adopt- 
ing his own ſuppoſition, that it was the 
effect of frequent hard drinking. This is 
455 | ge- 
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generally enumerated among the cauſes of 
convulſio by practical authors, and is, I 
believe, one of the moſt common. At leaſt, 
the only inſtance of proper chorea Sancti 
Viti which lever ſaw, was, Lapprehend, with 
juſtice, to be attributed to the ſame cauſe. 
And indeed the unſteadineſs and ſhaking 
of the hands, which very generally occur 
from hard drinking, are perhaps not leſs 
an approach to this than ta a ſtate of pa- 
ralyſis. PB | 
Suppoſing this to be the cauſe, it is not 
to be doubted that he will again be expo- 
ſed to it: for I am informed by the tradeſ- 
man to whom this patient is a journey- 
man, that he has of late years fallen very 
much into the habit of drinking; a habit 
which, when contracted, is not eaſily re- 
linquiſhed. From this circumſtance, there- 
fore, I conclude, that the cure will as much 
depend upon himſelf as upon any thing 
we can do for him. 

While he continues to attend us, how- 
ever, meaſures may, I apprehend, be taken 
with ſome proſpect of ſucceſs, And I am 

even 
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even diſpoſed to think, chat the diſeaſe has 
already, in ſome r yielded to AA me; 
dicines employed. | | 
TI come next, then, to explain the prin- 
ciples on which I have hitherto proceeded 
in what I have already done, and briefly 


to ſtate the furure W er which I Ps = 55 ; 


view. 
I conſider all Amden addon to be * 
effect of nervous influence, whether the 
motion in that fluid be excited by the ac- 
tion of a ſtimulus, by the power of voli- 
tion, or by any other means. I would 
chen place the proximate cauſe of this diſ- 
eaſe in what we may call an inordinate 
motion of the nervous fluid. For exciting 
this motion a certain ſtimulus is requiſite 3 
and that this ſtimulus again may have ef- 
fe, a peculiar irritability of the moving 
fibre is neceſſary. We may therefore con- 
fider two great objects as chiefly chiming 
our attention in the cure. 
1. The removal of the exciting cauſes. 

2, The removal of that condition of the 
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moving fibre;, without which theſis canine 
can have no effect. 

If either the one or the other of theſe 
ends be completely obtained, it is evident 
that the acceſſion can no longer occur. To 
the firſt we are conſtantly and almoſt un- 
avoidably expoſed. It is therefore chiefly 
on the laſt footing that a radical cure is to 
be expected. And by the removal of ſuch 
a condition of the ſyſtem, not only con- 
vulſio, ſtrictly ſo called, but even the 
much more obſtinate affection of epilep- 
ä fia, i is ſometimes overcome. 

In the caſe before us, ſome W 
| heal been taken with both theſe inten- 
tions; but I chiefly put dependence here on 
the laſt. As the fits came at firſt by regu- 
lar acceſſions, I imagined that ſome benefit 
might be derived from anticipating them: 
And it was with this view that I directed 
an opiate to be taken at the uſual time of 
the attack. With the intention alſo of ſe- 
curing a regular diſcharge by the belly, 
and thus, at leaſt, preventing one cauſe 


of '1 ä I have employed purgati ve 
pills. 
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pills. But T have chiefly truſted the cure 
to the uſe of the cuprum ammoniacum, 
under the form of the pilalz corulez; 
than which I know no medicine more 
powerful in removing a diſpoſition to con- 
vulſive affections. And I had lately oeca- 
ſion to treat a caſe of the epilepſy, where 
there is little doubt that this has been the 
means of obtaining a radical cure. It is 
my intention, therefore, to give it a fair 
trial in the preſent caſe; and with that 
view I have already augmented the doſe 
from one to three pills in the day. To this 
extent, it has had no other obvious ope- 
ration than that of ſupporting the ſickneſs 
at ſtomach of which he complains. I am 
diſpoſed to think, however, chat it has al- 
ready had ſome good effect on his diſeaſe. 
I conſider it as in a great meaſure produ- 
cing the long intermiſſions which have of 
late taken place. And I am even in hopes 
that, by means of it, the cure may be ef- 
fected. 

If, however, I ſhould either be diſap- 


pointed, or the diſeaſe prove tedious, I 
TO 
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Have thoughts of conjoining with it cold 


bathing. And if both prove abortive, it 


is my. intention to try this patient with the 


Peruvian bark. During this courſe; how- 
ever, it 1s requiſite for him to avoid as 
much as poſſible every cauſe exciting the 
paroxyſms or ſupporting prediſpoſition: 
And, above all, I have enjoined ſobriety ; 
on which perhaps, more than any other 
circumſtance, the cure in the inſtance be- 
fore us muft depend; 


SEQUEL: 


This patient continued on the uſe of the 
pilulz cœruleæ for ſome weeks longer: 
And, without either increaſing the doſe, or 
employing any other medicine, his affec- 
tion was entirely removed, and his atten- 


dance at the Diſpenſary diſcontinued. 
XXII. 
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XXI. 


4 Caſe in hich W periodical Pains f 
the Inteftines were removed by the oe of 
the Pilulæ . rt 


— O-—;, a man in the bortieth 

year of his age, admitted May 10. 
1777, by trade a baſket- maker, of a low 
ſtature, thin habit, and dark complexion, 
complains of being, at times, affected with 
very violent pain of His belly. This pain 
is attended with conſiderable ſwelling and 
diſtention of the part, which ſeems to ariſe 
from wind; and on the diſcharge of wind 
he is always relieved. This pain extends 
upwards from the under part of his belly 
through his whole body, and it is particu- 
larly ſevere under his arm-pits. After a 
ſhort continuance, the diſtention ceaſes; 
but he is affected with pain, ro ſome de- 
gree, * the remainder of the day, 
after 
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after each attack ; but during the night it 
in general calls. 

He is affected with an attack of this kind 
almoſt every day, particularly when the 
weather is cold. They are always prece- 


ded by the diſcharge of about two ſpoon- 


fuls of an infipid watery fluid from his 
mouth. And this he takes as a ſignal for 
looſing his apron and waiſtcoat; for un- 
leſs he does ſo, the ſwelling of his belly 
and ſevere pain, which inſtantly ſuper- 
vene, occaſion much greater uneaſineſs. 
During theſe attacks he complains of much 
thirſt; and when the returns of the pain 
are frequent, he is troubled with obſtinate 
coſtiveneſs; at other times, his belly is re- 
gular. His appetite is good; he ſleeps 
well; pulſe 64; heat natural. 

He has been ſubjected to theſe complaints 
for theſe twelve years paſt. And from the 
beginning they put on nearly the ſame ap- 
pearance as at preſent. But of late the at- 
tacks have become more frequent and 
more ſevere. | | 
He knows no particular cauſe to which 
Pa. 1 theſe 
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theſe complaints can be aſcribed; and he 
has uſed but few medicines, from which 
he has derived only very light temporary 
relief. He obſerves, however, that when 
| his belly is looſe his complaints are much 
eaſier; and nothing affords him ſo much. 
relief, when his pain is very ſevere, as 4 
warm cloth applied to his abdomen); which, 
however, is frequently ineffetual. 

Capiat omni nocte hora Janne Pilularum, gums . 
moſarum grana decem. 

May 16. He diſcharges much wind 
downwards ſince he begin the uſe of the 
Pills; and they have the effect of Keeping 
his belly gently open. He has had no re- 
turn of che diſtention or violent pain. * 

Continuentur pilulæ gummoſe, _ 

May 23. He ſtill continues to discharge 
much wind downwards, and has had no 
attack of the violent pain fiace he began 
the uſe of the pills. Belly regular. 2 

Cyntinuetur medicamentum. Fee 

May 30. He continues free from any 
return of his pain, and is in other reſpects 
in perfect health, 
* Obſer- 
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The caſe of this patient bad "ery ſoon 
a favourable termination under our care; 
or at leaſt he had ſuch an. intermiſſion 
from his affection, that 1 judged 1 it unne- 
ceſſary for him to continue his attendance 
any longer. I would, however, by no 
means be aſtoniſhed if he ſhould be again 
affected with a return of his former ail- 
ments; and I muſt own, that the relief he 
| obtained from his complaint was much 
ſooner than I ſhould have expected. For 
I conſider his caſe as by no means with- 
out ſingularity. It is eaſter, I apprehend, 
to form a probable gueſs as to the nature 
of this affection, than to give it either a 
proper name, or to explain all the pheno- 
mena. It is evident, that the eſſential part 
of his diſeaſe conſiſts in pains; beginning 
in the abdoinen; and theſe, while they 
continue, ſubſiſt with very great violence. 
Among noſological writers, all pains of the 
inteſtines, not ariſing from any fixed cauſe, 


are 


/ 
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are referred only to the general head of Co- 
lica. To the beſtowing this denomination 
on the preſent. affection, there is, however, 
ſome objection. From its tranſitory na- 
ture, as well as from the frequency of its 
returns, it differs, in appearance at leaſt, 
from what is generally known by the title 
of Colica; and that, too, even when colica 
ariſes from flatulence ; which manifeſtly 
appears to be the cauſe of mo in the i in- 
ſtance before us. | 
But, beſides this, chere a are en other 
anden in the preſent caſe. As an ex- 
ample of theſe, we may mention the par- 
ticular ſymptom preceding the attack, the 
uncommon flow of ſaliva into the mouth. 
In what manner this is connected with the 
other parts of the affection, I muſt own, I 
am totally at a loſs to ſay, It is indeed 
obvious, that an increaſed ſeparation of 
fluids by the ſalivary glands is the effect 
of many different peculiar ſenſations. Thus, 
for example, it ariſes not unfrequently 
from particular ſounds. We may at leaſt 
conjecture, therefore, that it is produced, 
n in 
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in the preſent inſtance, by a cauſe ſome- 
thing ſimilar; and chat it depends on a pe- 
culiar ſenſation ariſmg from the bowels, 
which precedes the violent pain. 

I may here obſerve, that this is not the 
only inſtance in which I have known ſuck: 
an appearance to occur. I have had oc- 
caſtor: to treat ſeveral caſes of epilepſy, in 
which a flow of mfipid watery fluid into 
the mouth was the forerunner of the at- 
tack. And there F was diſpoſed to ima- 
gine that it might be explained on the 
fuppoſition now thrown out. But whe= 
ther, in the one cafe or the other, the ſup- 
poſition was well founded, F will not- pon: 
tend to affirm. 

As the affection of this patient is bogu- 
Jar in the circumſtances preceding the pain, 
10 it is alſo in the conſequences of it, or 


at leaſt in the direction in which it is pro- 


pagated. We are told, that in every at- 
rack it begins at the under part of the bel- 
ly, and that in the pained part there is a 
manifeſt ſwelling and diſtention. It is 
1 however, propagated from the part 

„ where 
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where it has its origin, through the trunk 


of the body in general, and it terminates 


as it were under the arm-pits, in which it 
is particularly ſevere. From what cauſe 
it is determined in this particular di- 
rection, I cannot pretend to ſay. Some 
would be diſpoſed to refer it to the conti- 
nuity of membranes; while, at the ſame 
time, they would refer the ſeverity of it 
under the arm-pit*to rhe termination and 
interruption of theſe. | 

To this' reaſoning, I muſt own that I 
know no very ſtrong objection: at the 
fame time, I can hardly conſider it as con- 
firmed by the phenomena; for although; 
in particular caſes, as in the preſent, pain 
may always follow a certain direction; 
yet when we compare together different 
caſes, the courſe in which pains are pro- 
pagated , is very much varied, while at 
the ſame time, in all theſe inſtances, the 
connection of the membranes is the ſame, 
I am therefore diſpoſed to conſider the di- 
rection in which it is propagated, to be, in 


* Taſe, the conſequence of the particu- 
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lar condition of the parts which are more 
eſpecially affected; but at the ſame time, 
it is probably rather from the condition 
of the nerves in the part N of 11 1 
ſolids. 4 

Yet, on whatever hon we are to ex- 
plain the appearances which are either the 
forerunners or the conſequences of the 
preſent attacks, we can, I apprehend, have 
little doubt in aſcribing the principal part 
of the complaint to an affection of the 
ſpaſmodic kind; and we muſt conſider 
this ſpaſmodic affection to ariſe from di- 
ſtention of the inteſtines by wind. This 
is equally evident, both from the ſwell- 
ing of the belly, and from the relief which 
the patient receives on the . of 


wind. 2 


On this idep of the nature of the affec- 
tion, 1 did nor deſpair of being able to 
bring about a cure, or at leaſt of allevia- 
ting the ſeverity of the pains, and of di- 
miniſhing the frequency of the attacks. 
When I conſidered, however, the violence 
of the attacks, I was 1 to think that 

it 


* 
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it would not be caſily effected. And when! 
reflected that it had ſubſiſted for the ſpace 
of twelve years, I imagined it would not 
be brought about in a ſhort ſpace of time. 


While, therefore, I looked for a favourable - 


termination, I yet dreaded that the caſe 
would be tedious. In this, however, it 
appeared, from what afterwards happened, 
that my apprehenſions were groundleſs. 
I conſidered the cure of this affection as 
turning on two circumſtances. The firſt 
was the frequent expulſion of wind from 
the inteſtines, by which the cauſe indu- 
cing the ſpaſmodic affection would be taken 
off; and the ſecond, the removal of the 
diſpoſition to ſpaſm, from which, although 
the irritating cauſe might in ſome meaſure 
remain, yet it would ſoon ceaſe to be pro- 
ductive of the former effect. It was with 
the view of anſwering both theſe inten- 
tions that I had here recourſe to the uſe of 
the pilulæ gummoſz, in which I truſted 
chiefly to the ſtimulant and antiſpaſmodic 
powers of the aſa foetida. 
There is little reaſon to doubt that this 
| Y 4 OT TIE? medi- 
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medicine fully anſwered the intentions 


which I had i in view. From the time that 
our patient began to uſe this medicine, he 
had a free diſcharge of wind downwards; 
and it ſeemed to have further the effect of 
occaſioning a regular evacuation of fecu- 
lent matter by ſtool; for during the uſe of 
the pills his belly was moderately open. 


With theſe changes the patient was at the 


ſame time freed from any return of the 


violent pain; and, after ſuffering no re- 


lapſe for the ſpace of a month, I thought 
it unneceſlary to perſiſt any longer i in the 
uſe of the medicine. diſmiſſed him 
therefore, for the time at leaſt, cured, [ 
will not, however, ſay that he will con- 
tinue free from all return. But if this 
ſhould be the caſe, we will probably hear 
of him again; and, by che uſe of the ſame 


medicines, his complaint, I hope, may be 


removed. 


- 


2 ** * # 


*; 


This patient did not again a make apph- 
cation 
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cation at the Diſpenſary after he was. diſ. 
miſſed. And when inquiry was made af 
ter him at the end of ſeveral months after 
he was diſmiſſed from the Diſpenſary, he 
ſtill continued free from any return of his 
former complaint, and in other dap 
in nan dne. | | 


XXII | 


0 7 nate cutaneous haue, of the. bre, 
| en „ 


—— Nee a woman in the thirty- 

fifth year of her age, of a moderate 

ly full habit and middle ſtature, has, on 
different parts of the trunk of her body, 
an eruption, appearing under the form of 
dry whate-coloured- ſcales, rifing a little 
above the ſurface of the ſkin. Her legs: 
and arms are alſo overſpread with an erup- 
tion of the ſame kind; but few appear on 
her face. Theſe dry ſcabs are of different 
ſizes; 
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 fizes; ſome of them leſs than a ſixpence, 
others larger than a ſhilling. 
* Theſe white ſcurfs ſometimes ſpontane- 
ouſly fall off, and the parts below appear 
5 red, but are not in any de- 
gree ulcerated, and never manifeſtly diſ- 
charge any matter. When the white dry 
ſcurfs fall off, the parts below are ſome- 
what hot and itchy, but not to any great 
degree; and in a ſhort time they are again 
gradually covered by other was ſcabs of 
the ſame nature, 

She is never free from this affection for 
any part of the year; but the eruption is 
uſually obſetved to be moſt extenſive du- 
ring ſpring and autumn. Beſides the erup- 
tion, ſhe complains alſo of being frequent- 
ly affected with headach, attended with 
ſome degree of vertigo, which principally 
attacks her in the morning, and is for the 
moſt part eaſier towards night. Her ap- 
petite is good; her heat natural; and her 
pulſe beats about eighty ſtrukes in the mi- 

nute. Her belly and menſes are regular. 
This eruption firſt appeared about four 
28881 | teen 
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teen years ago, and was then nearly to as 
great an extent as at preſent. During the 
period of its continuance, it has at differ- 
ent times yielded to medicines directed for 
the removal of it. But ſhe has never been 
long free from it. She does not know what 
the medicines were. But about five years 
ago, when ſhe was in the Royal Infirmary 
for this complaint, where ſhe remained 
for the ſpace of about fixteen' weeks, ſhe 
received very conſiderable relief from the 
uſe of pills, which had che effect of ren- 
dering her teeth looſe. 

She aſcribes this complaint to fa ha- 
ving eat much ſalmon, and afterwards 
drunk freſh milk; as, ſoon after ſhe. had 
done fo, the preſent affection began. None 
of her parents or near relations have ever 
been ſubjected to any ſuch complaint. 
And her diet, as well as her mode of li- 
ving, in other reſpects, has been in no par- 
ticular different from that of other ' people 

of her own rank. | ritt un. 
8 Mercurii corroſivi — ene . 
tuor aquæ ſontanæ uncias' ſeptem fiat. ſalulid, et 
hs adde ſpiritus lavendulæ compoſi tæ un- 
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ciam mam M. 'Capiah ſenungiam omni no 


bora ſamni. ro 

May 13. She has taken che e re- 
gularly; and it has never produced any 
ſweat during the night: but the firſt doſes 
-griped her alittle, and occaſioned ſome looſe 
ſtools in the morning. Now, however, it 
neither prodùces gripes nor looſeneſs; but 
ſhe does not obſerve any obvious change 
in the eruption or in the ſtate of her other 
complaints. | 

Continuetur medicamentumt ut antea.. 

May 16. Her ſymptoms continue as be- 


fore, and ſhe has no —— from the 


ſolution. 

Cyntinuetur eee 

May 23. The eruption is ſomewhat di- 
miniſhed on the trunk of her body, but 
on her arms it continues much in the ſame 
ſtate as formerly. In other reſpects, how- 
ever; ſie now thinks that ſhe enjoys better 


health than. at the time mes the Ani 


her medicines. 


Contunuetur ſolutio. 
n 900 The i on her arms is 


— d B An \- nothing 


nothing diminiſhed ; and that on the 
trunk of her body abe 
laſt report. The folution has of late occa= 
ſioned much ſickneſs at ſtomach, and ſe- 
vere gripes, with ſome looſeneſs; but it 
has never had any effect in producing 
moiſture on the ſkin during the night. 
Inter mittatur n mercurii Mt Subs 
binats, - dE 5 ik 9413 
B Acidi virriolici Aenne moda 
Aque fontane ſeſcuntiam. —_ 
Syrups ſimplicis Jemuncant, . 
Capiat drachmam unam ex aqua. Saba 
omni mane. © 
June 10. The mixture with the vitriolic 
acid occaſions fickneſs at ſtomach,” but 
without vomiting. She ſtill complaing of 
gripes; and is particularly affected with 
them in the afternoon, when they are in 
general attended with ſome degree of looſe= 
neſs, The eruption on her arms, and alſo 
on the trunk of her body, is much dimi- 
niſhed ſince ſhe began this medicine. 
Continuetur miftura vitriolica. Sed capiat 
drachmam unam mane et veſpere; nec non ca- 


Piat, 
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piat, bis in 'feptimana; falis Glauberi ſeſcun= 


ciam ex 0 0 wr unciis ofto pro cat har- 


Hee * AI 12 5 HJ ENELYT 4} « f 
June 17. The two doſes! of Glauber's 


falts operated rather ſeverely; but the 
mixture with the vitriolic acid fits eaſily on 


her ſtomach. And the eruption is re 

almoſt entirely gone from every part 

the ſurface of her body, ee a lets 

about the-wriſts and ankles. ' 
Continuetur mixtura e . antea; et 

repetatur ſal Glauberi bis in Jeptimana, ed 


cupiat unciam ee e 


„„ 


Orsxavarioxs delivered June 24. 


| 85 The affe&ionunder which this | patient la- 


bours, at leaſt the far greater part of it, is an 
obvious one. It affords us an evident ex- 
ample of a cutaneous diſeaſe, and that, too, 
not leſs extenſive than diſtinctly marked in 
its appearance. Some parts, indeed, of the 
ſurface of the body are more affected with 


it than others: and this 1s particularly the 
caſe 


N 
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caſe with reſpect to the fuperior extremi- 
ties. But, beſides theſe, the inferior. ex- 


tremities alſo, and the trunk of her body, 


when ſhe came under our care, were in 
many places covered with the ſame erup- 
tion. But, excluſive of the diſeaſe obvi- 
ouſly appearing, there were alſo. marks in- 
dicating here a general affection of the 52 
ſtem; for of ſuch an affection the headach 
and vertigo, to which ſhe is frequently ſub- 
jected, afford undoubted evidence. Theſe, 
however, are not to be conſidered as by 
any means conſtituting a ſeparate diſeaſe, 
or giving what could be viewed as a com- 
plicated affection. They are merely to be 
conſidered as ſymptoms from the cutane- 
ous affection, and that probably depend - 
ing on the diſcharge by the ſurface. - ' | 
Notwithſtanding the extent of the diſ- 
eaſe, however, it would appear that her 
health, in ſeveral reſpects, is very little af- 

feed. ; Her pulſe and heat are at the na- 
tural ſtandard ; while, at the ſame time, 
the diſcharges by ſtool, urine, and other 
excretions, are in a healthful condition, 
Wo and 
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and her appetite 8 Ape 1 could; 
therefore, conſider her as being ſubjected 
to no other ene but the r cuta- 
nous affecti en. | 
Of the dikinction of cutaneous fees 
tions, and of the general cauſes to which 
they are to he attributed, when ſpeaking 
of ſome other caſes, I have already had oc- 
cafion to make ſome remarks. According 
_ ro the diſtinction which I then attempted 
to-eſtabliſh, there can be no doubt in re- 
ferring the preſent caſe to the head of the 
Lepra. And here I find very diſtinctly 
almeſt all the eharacters of the lepra, as 
defined by che greater number of noſolo- 
giſts. True, indeed, it is here faid, that 
there is neither any itchy nor painful ſen- 
ſation from tlie eruption. And it is to be 
obſerved, that the former of theſe, the 
itehy ſenſation, is introduced into the de- 
finition of lepra by moſt noſologiſts. But 
it cannot, I imagine, be conſidered as an 
eſſential part of the diſeaſe. And, not- 
withſtanding the account given by our 
pavrnt, it 18, 1 unk, extremely doubtful 
= 3 whether 
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whether this ſenſation, has been entirely 
wanting. 

Of all the 3 deſcribed by Mr Sau- 
vages, the preſent moſt nearly reſembles 
his Lepra Græcorum, or, as it is called or- 
dinarily, the Lepra. And it is here to be 
obſer ved, that the parts affected are with- 
out pain, and in ſome meaſure inſenſible. 
Thus, as far as any itchy ſenſation does 
occur, it is chiefly confined to the parts 
ſurrounding the ſcabs. 

This affection, we may cblerve, takes 
place, now at leaſt, but rarely in this coun- 
try; and I may ſay, that I never before 
ſaw an inſtance occurring preciſely in the 
ſame form as the preſent. The eruption 
is more dry and ſcaly, and at the ſame 
time theſe ſcales ſmaller in ſize, and ex- 
tending farther over the body, than is ge- 
nerally the caſe. 

From every circumſtance, I was diſpoſed 
to conclude, that we ſhould find this affec- 
tion very obſtinate. The diſeaſe, in the 
ſtate here deſcribed, is generally remarked 
to be ſo. But it may be conſidered as till 

4. farther 
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farther unfavourable in the inſtance before 
us, that the affection is by no means in a 
recent ſtate. Before this patienr came un- 
der our care, it had already ſubſiſted four- 
teen years; and during that period a great 
variety of medicines had been 'tried in 
vain. To fome, indeed, we are told, that 
it ſeemed for a little time to yield ; but it 
ſoon again returned to its former condi- 
tion. When, therefore, there is thus far 
evidence of its being rooted in the conſti- 
tution, e cannot reaſonably expect an ex- 
peditious cure; and there is even reaſon to 
apprehend, that in the end we ſhall be as 
much foiled as other practitioners have 
been. 1 may, however, aſſert, that the at- 
tempts to cure which we have already 
made, have not been altogether without 
effect: and I am not without hopes that 
we ſhall be able to diſmiſs this patient 
conſiderably relieved, and that ſhe will at 
leaſt continue ſo for ſome time. | 

I have formerly obſerved, that, with re- 
ſpect to the principles on which the prac- 
Lice in ſuch a caſe onght to proceed, I am 
much 
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much at a loſs. - Theſe are in a great mea- 
ſure to be accommodated to the particular 
cauſe from which the affection more im- 
mediately ariſes ; and while: ſuch cauſes 
are in their nature very different, they 
cannot always, with any degree of cer- 
tainty, be determined. 
In the caſe before us, there are * —_ 
cumſtances throwing much light on the , 
particular cauſes which have operated. In 
this way, there is no concluſion to be 
drawn from the remote cauſes. The pa- 
tient herſelf aſcribed her affection to eat- 
ing fiſh with milk. For this conjecture, 
however, I am diſpoſed to think there is 
no foundation. Not only patients them- 
ſelves indeed, but practitioners alſo, are 
led to conſider the uſe of fiſh as a power- 
ful cauſe of cutaneous diſeaſes; and I do 
not mean to deny that it may be the caſe. 
But when this happens, it is not the effect 
of a ſingle meal, bur of the long-continued 
uſe of fiſh; and of theſe as then conſtitu- 
ting the greateſt part of the aliment. | 
Here, however, the diſeaſe 1 1s aſcribed 
Z2 to 
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the uſe of fiſh at one meal only; and then 
to the imprudent mixture of them with 
milk, which ſhe took at the ſame meal. 
Though ſuch a mixture is very generally 
forbid, I ami inclined to confider it as 
merely a popular prejudice. And at any 
rate, if it gave riſe to a cutaneous affec- 
tion, we might conclude, that it would be 
merely of a tranſitory nature; ſuch as is 
frequently obſerved to proceed, in ſome 
habits, from the uſe of ſhell-fiſh ; and in- 
deed, in particular conſtitutions, from the 
action of different articles of diet on the 
ſtomach. | 
From the obſtinacy and extent of the af- 
fection with this patient, I was inclined to 
. confider the diſeaſe as in a great meaſure 
depending on the general ſtate of the 
fluids. Hence I imagine; that a cure was 
chiefly to be expected from an alteration 
of the maſs of blood. And it is not im- 
probable, that a radical recovery, if it be 
obtained, will be more the effect of diet 
than of medicines. It is on the idea now 


mentioned, however, that I have thoughts 
of 
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of attempting the cure rather by internal 
than by external meaſures: Though Imuſt 
at the ſame time confeſs, that the remedies. 
which I have already employed are uſed 
rather on an empirical than on a rational | 
footing. 

I have already ſaid, chat I look upon the 
greater part of cutaneous affections as to 
be cured rather by external than by internal 
means. And I imagine, that even the lat- 
ter ſometimes have influence by topical ac- 
tion on the affected parts after entering by 
circulation. | 

How far the bbc which we have 
here uſed may have acted on theſe prin- 
ciples, I ſhall not pretend to ſay. But I 
am inclined to think, that this is particu- 
larly the caſe with reſpect to the firſt me- 
dicine which we employed, the mercurial 
ſolution. I am perſuaded, that there is not 
a more powerful medicine than mercury, 
where a change is required in the general 
maſz of the fluids. At the ſame time, I 
ſuppoſe it to act alſo as a ſtimulant, and as 
an evacuant by different excretories from 


23 the 
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the body. It exerts theſe effects more eſpe- 
cially on the excretories at the ſurface, 
when it is thrown into the ſyſtem in an 
acrid or ſaline ſtate. And of all the acrid 
mercurial preparations, I conſider the cor- 
roſive ſublimate mercury to be the moſt 
powerful. 

I was therefore in hopes han in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, it might have been produc- 
tive of good effects. It is often, however, 
inconvenient; as it occaſions gripes, and 
other affections of the alimentary canal, 
eſpecially when it is continued for a con- 
ſiderable length of time without intermiſ- 
ſion. With the preſent patient, after ſome 
weeks continuance, it produced theſe ef- 
fects; and as, during that time, the pro- 
greſs of cure was, at the utmoſt, but very 
ſlow, I ſubſtituted in its place a different 
medicine. 

The medicine I then ordered was, in- 
deed, one which, in ſuch complaints, has 
been very little uſed. And I chiefly em- 


plovyed it in the preſent caſe, as I imagined 


that, if it ſucceeded in an affection ſo ob- 
| ſtitinate, 
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ſtinate, it would afford me the ſtrongeſt 
confirmation of its efficacy, This medi- 
cine was the vitriolic acid, taken inter- 
nally. It was firſt, I believe, introduced 
in this manner againſt cutaneous affection 
in the armies of his Pruſſian Majeſty, as a 
cure for the itch. Since that time it has 
been much uſed in the continent of Ger- 
many, particularly at Goettingen, by Dr 
Baldinger, one of the moſt eminent pro- 
feſſors there, as a cure both for the Scabies 
Sicca and Humida. The ſucceſs which i it 
has had in his hands is ſufficient, 1 think, 
to lead to future trial ; and, with the pre- 
ſent patient, the appearances are at leaſt ſo 
far flattering. She had not uſed it for 
many days, when the eruption, even where 
it was before the worſt, was very much di- 
miniſhed. In this ſituation, however, I rec- 
koned it prudent to have recourſe to the uſe 
of repeated purgatives. Not that I dreaded 
any thing from what is generally called 
the repulſion of the eruption, but becauſe 
I concluded that it muſt occaſion a change 
in the circulation, from which there was 

24 ſome 
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ſome inconvenience to be apprehended. 
And ſuch inconvenience- in practice, I 
think, I have already had occaſion to ex- 
perience. In one inſtance in which I uſed 
the vitriolic acid againſt an eruption of 
the herpetic kind, very ſoon after it was 
begun, the progreſs to cure appeared to be 
very rapid. But the removal of the erup- 
tion was ſucceeded by a dropfical affec- 
tion ; which I was inclined to attribute to 
the cure of the cutaneous diſeaſe, and 
which, I thought, might have been avoid- 
ed by affording another outlet. It was 
with the intention of affording fuch that 
I here employed the ſaline purgative. It 
was uſed, however, only with the view of 
obviating conſequences ; and, in this caſe, 
it is my intention to try, at leaſt for ſome 
time, what can be effected by the internal 
uſe of the vitriolic acid alone. If this do 
not ſucceed, I have thoughts of applying 
it externally, united with hog's-lard. In 
ſuch an union it forms an ointment by no 
means inelegant, which I am inclined to 
think will poſſeſs ſeveral advantages over 

the 
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the ointments made with fulphur as their 
baſis. = | 

Should all theſe meaſures fail, ane are 
ſtill many others to which recourſe may be 
had. But it is unneceſſary to ſuggeſt any 
thing at preſent; as, after the trial already 
propoſed, I ſhall be directed by the appear- 
ances which may then take place. | 


Sp EI. 


The eruption, which had overſpread 
every part of this patient's body, was in 
the ſpace of a few weeks almoſt entirely 
gone. In this ſituation it was thought un- 
neceſſary to continue the vitriolic acid to 
the ſame extent as before. It was there- 
fore ordered to be given in ſmaller doſes, 
and leſs frequently repeated than before. 
But, not long after this change had been 
made, ſome freſh ſpots appeared on her 
arms; and theſe could neither be made to 
yield to the internal uſe of the vitriolic 
acid, nor to the external application of it 

in 
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in the * of ointment. After theſe me- 
dicines had been tried for what was thought | 
a due length of time, recourſe was had to 
a ſecond trial of the corroſive ſublimate 
mercury. A ſolution. of this was both 
taken internally, and applied outwardly 
to the affected parts in the form of poul- 
tice. To theſe practices this local affec- 
tion, at leaſt, yielded; for no eruption 
returned on the trunk of her body, or on 
the inferior extremities. And, about the 
end of October, ſhe was diſmiſſed from 
the Diſpenſary, free from her complaints. 
But, about the beginning of April, her 
former affection returned; and ſhe became 
again a patient at the Diſpenſary, where a 
temporary removal of the diſeaſe was once 
more obtained. 


XXIV. 
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XXIV. 


4 cp of Henoptyfe. fp 


H-—, a man in the fifry-firſt 
J year of his age, by trade a blackſmith, 
admitted the 2d of June 1777, is affected 
with a very violent cough, which is at 
preſent attended with the expectoration of 
a viſcid yellow- coloured matter. At dif- 
ferent times he has expectorated very con- 
ſiderable quantities of florid red blood, 
nearly in the ſame ſtate as if it had been 
diſcharged from a vein. About two weeks 
ago, he thinks that he alſo diſcharged a 
conſiderable quantity of blood by vomit- 
ing; and he frequently diſcovers a little 
in the matter which he at preſent expecto- 
rates. But the matter diſcharged hasneither 
any fetid ſmell nor diſagreeable taſte. He 
is alſo affected with conſiderable difficulty 
of breathing, great oppreſſion and pain-at 
his breaſt, and a very high degreeof debi- 
lity, 
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lity, inſomuch that he can walk only in 
the moſt infirm manner. His habit 1s, to 
appearance, very much exhauſted, being 
remarkably thin and ſpare ; which, he 
fays, was not formerly the caſe. When 
there is a conſiderable diſcharge of blood, 
it eaſes both the cough and difficulty of 
breathing for a ſhort time. But theſe 
{ymptoms ſoon again return, and he thinks 
that his complaints are increaſing in vio- 
lence. He ſleeps ill in the night; his ap- 
petite is much impaired ; his pulſe beats 
about ninety-ſix ſtrokes in the minute ; 
and his belly is in general regular. 
Ile has been affected with his preſent 
complaints, particularly with the bloody 
expectoration, at times, to ſome degree, 
for theſe ſeveral years paſt. And the de- 
bility which they have induced has been 
ſo great, that, for theſe laſt three years, 
he has been almoſt totally incapable of 
working. | 

He attributes theſe complaints to cold, 
to which he was expoſed before the com- 
mencement of them, and which at that 

| [Te time, 
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time, induced a ſevere cough: He has uſed 
many medicines, with the nature of which 


he is unacquainted. And he has never 


W's any conſiderable relief from them: 
> JInfuft roſarum uncias duas; 
_ Mucilaginis gummi Arabic, 


Syrupt implicis, fingulorum unciam mam. 


Ague hHyſſopi uncias tres.” M: 

 Capaat ſemunciam tertia quaque hora. 
June 10. The mixture fits eaſily on bi 
ſtomach; but he has had frequent returns 
of the bloody expectoration to a conſide- 


rable extent, and he is ſtill very much di- 


ſtreſſed with cough. His pulſe beats an 
hundred ſtrokes in the minute; but it is 
at preſent neither hard nor uy Wwe his 
belly is regular. * 
Continuetur miſtura, et 
& Pulveris ſalit nitri, 
Pulveris eee, Arabiti, nee ſemi 
drachmam. M. Capiat doſin veſpere 
et mane, SER 
June 17. The mixture fits eafily on his 
ſtomach ; but he complains of having 
been affected with gripes from the pow- 
2 . om 


r 
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ders. His breathing is now conſiderably 


relieved, his cough is ſomewhat eaſier, and 
he has had no bloody expectoration ſince 


the laſt report. Pulſe an hundred belly 
regular. | 
Intermittatur * obs nitri. Cuntinu- 
etur miſtura, cum infuſo roſarum, ut antea. 
July 1. He has taken none of the mix- 
ture for ſome days paſt; and he ſtill con- 


tinues free from the bloody expectoration: 


but he is affected with much cough, which 
is particularly ſevere during the night; 


and he complains alſo of pains in his 


breaſt and other parts of the trunk of his 


body. Pulſe ninety- four; belly regular. 


Inter mittatur miſtura; et 
B Mucilaginis gummi Arabict, 
Syrupi ſimplicis, ſingu lorum unciam unam. 
Tincturæ thebaice drachmas duas, 
_ Aque hyſſopt uncias guatuor. M. 
Capiat unciam unam omni nofte hora 
omni. 


OssER- 


eee a7 


of * 


Onspnvarions delivered Yah 8. 


That this eee is ſobjected to diſeaſe, i is 
evident e even from the moſt light attention 

to his appearance. In his emaciated habit, 
we have evident indication of ſome cauſe 
giving exhauſtion of the general ſyſtem; 
and, from his mode of reſpiration, chere 
can be little doubt in fixing this cauſe to be 
in the breaſt; although, at the ſame time, 


the deferipthbn given by the patient would 


ſeem to lead to à different ſuppoſition. 
For, according to his account, he was af- 
fected, about a fortnight before he came 
under our care, with a ſevere vomiting of 
blood. This might therefore lead to a 
ſuſpicion, chat the cauſe of che affection 
was rather in the ſtomach than in the 
lungs ; or, in other words, that the prin- 
cipal part of the affection to which he is 
ſubjected is rather Hæmatemeſis than Hz- 
moptyſis. Here, however, it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that, between theſe two, patients 


are not always very accurate in their di- 
N 2 ſtinctions. 


* 
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ſtinctions. They are apt to include under 
the title of vomiting, almoſt every preter- 
natural diſcharge by the mouth. And in 
this caſe there is particularly room for de- 
ception, when, by the action of vomiting, 
the expectoration of blood is promoted. 
That the blood with our preſent patient is 
in reality diſcharged from the breaſt, is 
evident from the mixture ſtill appearing in 
what is ſpit up from the lungs by cough- 
ine | 
The _——— therefore 1 18, that the 
: eee of our patient, as to his diſ- 
charging blood by vomiting, is a miſtake, 
eſpecially when we conſider that Hæmate- 
meſis is but a rare affection, and very ge- 
nerally occurs only as a ſymptom of other 
complaints. I would here then conſider 
the evacuation of blood as wholly a Hz- 
moptyſis. And this is the rather probable, 
from the other complaints with which it is 
conjoined, particularly from the cough. 
Cough, indeed, may be conjoined with 
Hzmatemeſis as well as with any other 
affection; but it is by no means a ſymp- 
tom 


$ 


AND OBSE W IONS: 373 


S #+.# 3 


On the aagag g; it is an miret an- 
comitant of hemoprylſis ; and it muſt, 
indeed, be a conſtant ſymptom of every 
diſeaſe where matter is lodged in the breaſt. 
It is to be obſer ved, however, that the 
cough occurring in Hæmoptyſis takes place 
in very different ſtates. Sometimes there 
is merely a ſhort tickling cough, without 
any ſeverity; and this is to be conſidered 
as proceeding from no other cauſe than 
from the irritation which the blood occa- 
ſions in the air-veſieles. This perhaps is 
the moſt common ſtate of the cough ; and 
hence, in ſome of the beſt definitions, it 
18 characteriſed by the title of Tuſſicula. 
Where the hæmoptyſis is with this ſtate of 
the cough, at may be conſidered as the ef- 
fect either of a peculiar determination to 
the lungs, or of a general plethoric habit. 
And the hzmorrhagy occurring is to be 
viewed always as being of the active kind, 
that is, as depending upon the action of 
the. blood- veſſels themſelves being aug- 
mented and giving rupture; not on rup- 
A's ture 


5 
| 
1 
1 
4 
1 
at 
# 
J 
1 
| 


| 


— — —— onde — 2 * * 1 


— — ICE 


1 
l 

[ 

{ 

1 

f 

F 
wy 

= 

| 
35 


1 
4 
: 
y 
os | 
3 
iS 
. 
1 
: 


CO OE : er ͥ 5 1 


374 MEDICAL CASES 


ture proceeding from other cauſes, and a 
conſequent diſcharge of blood merely from 
the ordinary impetus of the circulation. 

In caſes of ſuch active hæmorrhagy, be- 
fides the ſtate of the cough, the affection 
1s alſo diſtinguiſhed by other marks of a 
plethoric habit; particularly by a fluſh- 
ing of the countenance, and a general flo- 
rid ſtate of complexion; by a fenfe of 
weight and oppreſſion; and particularly, 
by what may be called a hæmorrhagical 
diſpoſition, that is, a tendency to the eva- 
cuation of blood by other parts, as well as 
by the veſſels of the lungs. All ſuch ap- 
pearances, however, whatever may have 
been the caſe formerly, are, at preſent at 
leaſt, wanting in the inſtance before us, 
and the cough is here remarkable a9 for 
frequency and ſeverity. 

A diſcharge of blood may take place 
from the lungs, in conſequence of paſſive 
hæmorrhagy, as well as from that of the 
active kind. And among other cauſes in- 
ducing a rupture of veſſels, violent cough 
is to be juſtly enumerated, It occurs, 

| there- 
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therefore, as a queſtion: of ſome import- 
ance, Whether the hæmorrhagy with our 
preſent patient be of this or the former 
kind? And I muſt own, that, from the 
ſtate of the cough, together with the pre- 
ſent condition of his habit, I am diſpoſed 
to view it now, at leaſt, ' whatever may 
have formerly been che caſe, as of the paſ- 
five kind. It is true indeed, that, beſides 
dyſpnœa, which may be conſidered as a 
conſequence of the air- veſicles being filled 
with other matter, this patient complains 
alſo of a pain at his breaſt; which is per- 
haps to be viewed as one of the ſtrong- 
eſt marks of increaſed action, or what is 
called hæmorrhagic effort, giving riſe to 
increaſed diſcharge. But it is to be obier- 
ved, that pain, as well as cough, is of dif- 
ferent kinds; and it is not improbable, 
that the pain here occurring is merely the 
conſequence of oppreſſion and of general 
uneaſineſs; particularly as it is not re- 
marked that it is attended with any ſenſe 
of heat, which is an almoſt conſtant con- 
comitant of that peculiar increaſed action. 
461504 Aa 2 „ 
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But although, from theſe conſiderations, 
I would view the hæmorrhagy as at pre- 
ſent of the paſſive kind, yet I would not 
infer that it has always been ſo; for, from 
beginning in a different ſtate, it may have 
given riſe to a debilitated condition of the 
veſſels, and may have even been the ori- 
gin of ſome fixed cauſe producing che 
cough; Of this there is ſome preſumption 
from the continuance of the affection, and 
from the extent of the hæmorrhagy being 
ſuch as to give the appearance of vomit- 
ing. Let, when we conſider the cauſe of 


the affection, as far as that is obvious, we 


may perhaps conclude, that from the be- 
ginning it was of the ſame nature as at 
preſent. 

But any inquiry 8 he W 
ſtate of this patient's. diſeaſe is now per- 
haps immaterial, as the treatment is un- 
queſtionably to be accommodated to his 
preſent condition. And reſpecting this 
there is another queſtion of greater conſe- 
quence claiming attention, that is, Whe- 


ther we can n him as ſubjected to 


Phthi- 
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Phthiſis Pulmonalis, or not? I have for- 
merly had occaſion to point out three dif- 
ferent cauſes giving origin to Phthiſis. 
Theſe were, Catatrh, Tubercle, and Hæ- 
morrhagy. Whenever, therefore, Hzmop- 
tyſis exiſts, there is reaſon to dread Phthi- 
ſis pulmonalis as a conſequence: and, in 
a diſeaſe which makes its progreſs ſo im- 
perceptibly, every ſymptom giving any 
indication of it is e to be at- 
tended to. * 
In the caſe before us, A are Gi 
particulars which favour the ſuppoſition 
of a phthiſis; and it may be imagined, 
that it is in conſequence of ulceration or 
vomica originating from this cauſe, that 
the cough is ſupported for ſo long a time, 
and with ſuch ſeverity. The ſtate of ex- 
pectoration alſo may be conſidered as gi- 
ving ſome countenance to this ſuppoſition. 
For there is here room for ſuppoſing that 
the yellow viſcid matter expectorated is of 
a purulent nature. It muſt be owned, chat 
we are ſubjected to ſome difficulty from 
the want of a proper diagnoſtic between 
| TY pus 
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pus and mucus. It is well known, how- 


ever, that both the particulars mentioned 
as deſcriptive of the matter in the preſent 


inſtonce, the yellowneſs and the viſcidity, 
are ſtrictly properties of mucus, The lat- 


ter is even more a property of mucus than 


of purulent matter; and here ſome at 


leaſt of the moſt common marks of pus 
are wanting, particularly a fetid ſmell 


and taſte. I would then conſider this 


mark of a phthiſical affection to be 
wanting; and, from the circumſtance of 
the viſcid mucus alone, we may perhaps 


explain the ſeverity and 6 of the 
cough. 


It is farther to be obſerved, that other 
characteriſtic marks of phthiſis are alſo 
wanting. Though his breathing be af- 


fected, yet it is not obſerved to be parti- 
cularly laborious when he lies on either 


ſide. The pain of the breaſt is not fixed 
to any particular ſpot; and although his 
pulſe be quick, yet it is not with thoſe re- 


gular acceſſions which diſtinguiſh the hec- 
tic feyer. Beſides, even the circumſtance 


of 
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of the continuance of his diſeaſe alone may 
be conſidered as an objection to the ſup- 
poſition of phthiſis. Before he came un- 
der our care, he had been liable to the hæ- 
morrhagy for the ſpace of three years. If, 
however, the phthiſical affection had oc- 
curred when the hæmorrhagy was greateſt, 
we may conclude, that, before this time, our 
patient would have been cut off. And it 
is well known, that hæmorrhagy not un- 
frequently occurs from the lungs, without 
inducing phthiſis: for this laſt is the con · 
ſequence of ulceration and ſuppuration ſuc- 
ceeding the rupture of veſſels; and ſuch a 
ſuppuration is rather to be conſidered as 
proceeding from a depraved condition of 
the lungs, than following as a neceſlary 
conſequence from the rupture of veſſels. 
When fuch a habit does not exiſt, the rup- 
ture 1s naturally healed up by the firſt in- 
tention... 
From all theſe circumſtances, hes! Iam 
diſpoſed to conſider the preſent patient as 
not yet, at leaſt, ſubjected to the phthiſis. 
Aa. on this ſuppoſition, his chance for 
ASS © recovery 
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recovery is unqueſtionably berter than we 
fhould 6therwiſe pronounce it to be. I 
muſt, however, view the preſent caſe as 
being, upon the whole, of a very danger- 
ous tendency. It is fo in every inſtance, 
even in the ſlighteſt; but it is particularly 
dangerous when it has continued for ſo 
long a time. After this has been the caſe, 
we can hardly expect to prevent a return, 
even from the flighreſt accident; and the 
utmoſt that can be looked for, is, I ima- 
gine, to give a temporary relief to the pa- 
tient. Iam much afraid, that, by this af- 
fection, or the conſequences of it, our pa- 
tient will yet be cut off; and although I 
at preſent ſuppoſe him to be free from 
phthiſis pulmonalis, it may nevertheleſs 

ſoon occur. 15 5 
It is, however, our buſiicks to take ſach 
meafures as may ſerve to remove his pre- 
ſent complaint. The general principle on 
which this is to be effected, muſt, in ſuch 
caſes, very much turn upon the condition 
of the patient. Even where tlie hæmor- 
—_ is of a paſſive Br and the quan- 
tity 


' AND OBSERVATIONS. 38 


tity of blood in che ſyſtem not motbidty 
augmented, it is yet ſometimes neceſſary 
to diminiſh the impetus of circulation. 
For, in the ordinary impetus, we may have 
a cauſe capable of ſupporting the hæmor- 
rhagy ; and, from the reduction of this 
| below the natural ſtandard; other remedies 
will operate with greater ſucceſs. Where, 
however, the ſtate of the general impetus 
is ſuch as to preclude any meaſures; with - 
this view it may be neceſſary particularly 
to diminiſh the impetus at the lungs, and 
that either by reſtraining the action of the 
veſſels there, or by mind a determi- 
nation to other parts. | 
With theſe different intentions now men- 
tioned, blood - letting, cathartics, bliſters, 
iſſues, emerics, and various other articles, 
are, according to circumſtances, employed 
wich advantage. In ſome caſes, however, 
none of rheſe practices are admiſſible; par- 
ticularly in caſes where the patient, as in 
the inſtance before us, 1s much exhauſted. 
The farther diminution of impetus, even 
nd that a morbid augmentation ofii it 
| ſhould 
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| ſhould be demonſtrated by an increaſed 
quickneſs of pulſe, is not to be attempted 
by evacuants. The utmoſt that can be 
done is to moderate it by the uſe of refri- 
gerants. In ſuch a caſe, the great object 
to be aimed at in the cure, muſt be the 
conſtriction of the bleeding veſſels, and the 
removal of every circumſtance which can 
give riſe to a freſh rupture. 39 

It was on theſe principles that I expected 
to give at leaſt temporary relief to this pa- 
tient; and I put the chief dependence on 
ſuch a medicine as I thought-would have 
| ſome chance of producing conſtriction 
of the veſſels. With this intention, I 
might have employed many different a- 
ſtringents; but I conſidered none as pre- 
ferable to the infuſum roſarum. I do not 


£3 ſuppoſe it powerful from any great efficacy 


which it derives from the roſes ; although 
theſe, it muſt be allowed, do poſleſs an 
aſtringent quality, and enter this formula 
to ſuch an extent, that we may expect the 
utmoſt effects which they are capable of 
producing. But there can be no doubt 

* that 
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that we poſleſs other vegetable aſtringents 
ſtill more powerful; and I confider the chief 
efficacy of this medicine as ariſing from 
the vitriolic acid entering its compoſition, 
While, however, I exhibited it as an aſtrin- 
gent, I wiſhed alſo to employ it as a means 
of alleviating the cough: And it was with 
this intention that I here united the infu- 
ſum roſarum with the mucilage of gum 
arabic, ſimple ſyrup, and byſſpp-water. 
Theſe articles, of themſelves, would have 
formed a mucilaginous mixture; and al- 
though they were conjoined with aſtrin- 


gents, yet I did not think that this would 


diminiſh their power of lubricating and 
ſheathing parts againſt irritation. I ho- 
ped therefore, that by this means the ſe- 


vere cough, which I conſidered as the chief 


_ cauſe giving riſe to the rupture, night be 

mitigated, 

But while I formed theſe ens 
from this preſcription, I did not think it 
ad viſable to truſt to it alone: And although - 

I could not here venture on evacuants as 

2 n of reſtraining the impetus of cir- 

4 culation 5 


—— 2 — 4 2 


— 


— — — — 
J . * * IS » 8 


i 
: 
: '' 
SB It 
i 11 
= 

* 4 
(2 
4 
© * 
! 
1 
1 
in 
in 
Fi 
14 
F i} 
* 9 
1 : 
14 
11 

1 
1 | 
5 11 


A * 
Noe ' _ ” 
L ö _ — * 3 — — 7 
i — — 2 9 2 3 
—— 8 —— * ” i - h — 
— — g — — —— — — — — 5 
= . ond — * 
o 
pa 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


- ——— — 
— nö ²˙ w ² -wÜ ö . 
= — —— — — 


381 MEDICAL CASES 


culation; yet, while our patient's pulſe 
continued to beat an hundred ſtrokes in 
the minute, I conſidered ſomething as ne- 
ceſſary with this intention. With this 
view, then, I had recourſe to nitre as a re- 
frigerant ; and that it might fit more eafily 
on the ſtomach, I combined it with the 
gum arabic; from which alſo I expected 
ſome good effects as a demulcent. The 
former of theſe medicines, his mixture, 
ſeems 1n a great meaſure to have been at- 
tended with the deſired effect; for, after 
the uſe of it for ſome time, the cough was 
not only mitigated, but he had no return 
of bloody expectoration. The latter pre- 
ſcription, however, did not ſeem to have 
had much influence on the ſtate of circu- 
lation; and as our patient imagined it had 
the effect of producing gripes, I —_— it 


adviſable to omit it. 


During che continuance of thi mixture 


for about a fofttäght, he rempined_. per- 


fectly free from the ſpitting of blood. Still, 

however, the cough was ſevere, and parti- 

unn, ſo about * While, there- 
fore, 
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fore, I ſaw nd farther immediate occafion 
for employing aſtringents, I reckoned the 
means of mitigating the caugh ſtill more 
neceſſary; and it was with this intention 
that I omitted the infuſum roſarum, and 
introduced a proportion of an anodyne. 
What effect this preſcription has had, how- 
ever, I have not yet learned; but I hope it 
may have had ſome influence, as diminiſh- 
ing the cough: and if this be the caſe, 
there is at'leaſt:a:better chance that he will 


not be ſubjected to à return af the hæ- 


morrhagy. This, however, imagine, 1s 
hardly to be expected; but if it do return, 
unleſs the circuraſtances of his caſe be 
much changed, l ſhall probably } have again 
recourſe. k. to the 5 Jams 3 as formerly; 


Nr 8 Srapke. 


This 3 ere 1 return | 


of the hæmoptyſis, but to a {light degree 
only; and, without che uſe of any other 
medicines than thoſe before directed, he 

was diſmiſſed from attendance at the bil 
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penſary about the beginning of Auguſt. 
His ſtrength was then conſiderably re- 


cruited, and all ws en Ig much 
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A Caſe in ubieb violent Pains in the Stomach 
and Bowels, arifing from Flatulence, were 
Ear ae 98 ee ont 


; 3: 


_ M a man in 68 thirty- bin 
year of his age, admitted the 14th 


of June 1777, of 'a dark complexion and 
middle ſtature, complains of being affect- 


ed with violent pain about the cartilago 
enſiformis, which from thence extends 
downwards through the abdomen. The 


attacks of this pain are not of very long 


continuance; but they return, at ſhort in- 


torvals, with great ſeverity. They are al- 


ways ſomewhat relieved upon a diſcharge 
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of wind, either upwards or downwards. 


And he obſerves, that after every meal he 


diſcharges wind in great quantities by 
eructations. He is often alſo affected with 
borborygmi, attended with local diſten- 
tions of the inteſtines from winl. 

When the pain is very ſevere, he is af- 
fected with violent headach and ſlight ſhi- 
verings. But although theſe ſymptoms 
only attend very violent attacks of the 
pain, yet the uneaſineſs about the carti- 
lago enſiformis is in ſome degree conſtant; 
and in the mornings, even without very 
violent pain, he has ner {ome degree of 

His pulſe beats ado: ſeventy ſtrokes i in 
the minute; his belly is regular; and he 
ſleeps well in the Works but his rl 
is impaired. 

Hehas been ſubjected to theſe ee 
to a conſiderable degree, for theſe three 
years paſt. They are ſomewhat eaſier dy- 
ring the winter; but they always return 
with increaſed violence in the ſpring 
. ſeaſon. He de this affection to a 
Jaundice, 
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jaundige, to which he was ſubjected about 
eleven years ago; as, ſince that time, he 


has never been entirely free from ſome af- 


fections in his bowels, although it be only 
ſince the period mentioned above chat they 
have appeared in che preſent form. 

f He. has at, Utes, uſed different, * 


Anderfon' + pill for ſome length of time, 
Int without derwing any relief from them. 
— 5. > UMA: lenke 2 20 "ks | 


Anm. A 4: 
EY, 2 . he flat maſſa 415 vi- 
denda in pilulat granorum guinque. 
. Capiat grana decem on note Bora ſomni. 
* — 24. He has in general one or two 
looſe ſtools every day from the pills. He 
is now leſs affected with flatulence ; but 
he ſtill: complains-af uneaſineſs at the ſcro- 
hiculus cordis. He thinks, however, that 
it is now lower ſeated: than formerly: and 
he has been leſs affected with headach ; 
but he {till complains of weakneſs. 
Cantinuentur pilulæ ut antea. 


July 
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July 1. The pills have now no farther 
effect than that of keeping his belly gen- 
tly open. His headach continues eaſier; 
and he complains leſs of weakneſs: but he 
is ſtill affected with pains at the under | 
part of his belly. 

Continuentur pilule ut antea. | 

July 8: He has had four looſe ſtools 
from the laſt doſe of the pills. For ſome 
time paſt he has had no return of the vio- 
lent pain at the pit of his ſtomach; and 
all the other ene are very conlide- 

rably relieved. | 
 Continuentur pilale; fed capiat grana guin- 
que ſolummodo omm note. 

July 15. The pills ſtill keep his belly gen- 
tly open, although he takes but one every 
night. He continues free from any re- 
turn of the ſevere pain at the cartilago en- 
ſiformis; and is very little affected with 
any of his former complaints. 

Let him be diſmiſſed; but let him con- 
tinue to uſe the pills occaſionally. 


„ D.  OB$ER- | 
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OBsERVaTIONS delivered Auguſt 1. 


With regard to the name of the diſcaſe 
of this patient, there is ſome difficulty ; 
but as to the nature of it, I apprehend there 
is little room for doubt. By much the 
moſt urgent part of his complaint is a 
pain in the abdomen, in ſuch a fituation, 
that there is a poſſibility of its ariſing 
from different viſcera; particularly, we 
might conjecture the ſeat of it to be in 
different parts of the alimentary canal. It 
may either originate from the ſtomach, or 
from the large flexure of the colon; but 
whether it be ſeated in the one or the 
other, that it is not from any fixed cauſe, 
appears. from two circumſtances. In the 
firſt place, it is not a conſtant pain, but re- 
turns only at times; and, ſecondly, it 1s not 
confined to the place at which it originates, 
but it is propagated from thencedownwards 
through other parts of the abdomen. To 
this it may be further added, that no fixed 
affeQion can be diſcovered on the moſt 

accu- 
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' hecurate examination of the place at which 
the pain commonly begins ; and that the 
pain, on the diſcharge of wind, is confi» 
derably relieved. | | 

From this laſt circumſtance, we have 
not only a proof that it does not depend 
upon any fixed cauſe; but we are led even 
to form a probable conjecture, if not to ar- 
rive at certainty, reſpecting the cauſe which 
induces it; and there can, I apprehend, be 


little doubt that wind confined in the ali- 


mentary canal immediately gives riſe to the 
pain. We may even, I imagine, go one 
ſtep further, and conclude, thar this wind 
acts in inducing the affection, from being 
pent up in the ſtomach. Of this, I ap- 
prehend, there 1s ſufficient evidence from 
the relief given by eructations, and from 
* farther obſerving that eructations are uni- 
formly remarked to be the conſequence of 
eating. I conſider, therefore, the moſt ur- 
gent ſymptoms in this caſe to be the im- 
mediate effect of wind in the ſtomach. 
Beſides this, however, he is affected with 
ſome other ſymptoms, particularly head- - 
| Bbz2 ach 
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ach and ſhivering. But theſe are well 
known to be frequently the conſequence 
of an affection of the ſtomach: and that 
they are ſo in this cafe, is at leaſt highly 
| Probable; for the headach and vertigo are 
obſerved only to occur when the pain from 
the wind is violent. We may therefore, I 
imagine, confider wind in the ſtomach as 
the cauſe of all the ſymproms with which 
this patient is affected. | 
For properly underſtanding the nature 
of the diſeaſe, however, it is neceilary to 
conſider from whence the wind in the ali- 
mentary canal ariſes. "This we can con- 
ceive to be the effect only of two cauſes : 
Either it muſt proceed from latitude being 
afforded for the extrication of an uncom- 
mon quantity of air from the ordinary 
matters employed in aliment; or it may 
proceed from ſubſtances being employed 
in aliment, from which air muſt be extri- 
cated to a very great extent. In the caſe 
before us, there is, I imagine, reaſon for 
ſuppoſing that both cauſes, in ſome degree, 
operate. That it is in ſome degree the 
effect 
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effect of aliment, may be W from the r 
particular ſeverity of it during the ſpring 
ſeaſon. It is well known, that then the 
flatulent vegetables are employed in great- 
eſt abundance. But the preſumption is, that 
this was neither the ſole, nor even the prin- 
cipal cauſe; otherwiſe it ſhould not occur 
with the preſent patient in ſo much higher 
a degree than with other people. We may 


conclude therefore, that there alſo took 7 


} lace with him that peculiar ſtate of the 
ſtomach moſt favourable for the extrica- 
tion of wind. This, however, is well 
known to be the conſequence of a weak- 
ened tone, which probably operates prin- 
cipally as giving riſe to a greater remora of 
the food in the ſtomach than would other- 
wiſe take place. On this fooring, then, 
the real nature of the diſeaſe may be ſup- 
_ poſed to conſiſt in chronic weakneſs of the 
ſtomach ; and, for my own part, I ſhould 
have little heſitation in giving it the appel- 
lation of Dyſpepſia. 
It muſt, however, be led; that the 
EY marks of that affection, as 
B b3 defined 
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defined by the beſt noſologiſts, are not 
here preſent. But if we conſider this term 
as applied to ſtomach-ailments, theſe here 
are ſufficiently marked in the pain of the 
ſtomach, attended with flatulency and e- 
ructations. Mink 

Any obſervations on the prognoſis are 
now almoſt precluded, as the patient 
is already diſmiſſed free from com- 
plaints. I may, however, obſerve, that 
the termination was more ſpeedily favour- 
able than I expected. I did not indeed 
conſider the affection as in any degree 
dangerous, but I was of opinion we ſhould 
find it tedious ; for altho' the ſymptoms 
were not numerous, they had proceed- 
ed to a very great degree of violence. Of 
this there was ſufficient evidence in the ſhi- 


verings, headach, and other affections of the 


ſyſtem which it produced. But, beſides the 
ſeverity, they had already been of a conſi- 


derable ſtanding. He had been ſubjected to 


this affection for the ſpace of three years 
nearly to the ſame degree as when he came 


under our care. And he had been affected 


with 
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with ſome ſymptoms even for the ſpace of 
eleven years before. We might therefore 
imagine, that the ſtate of the ſtomach 
which we have here ſuppoſed to take place, 
was in ſome degree rooted in the conſti- 
tution, and that it would by no means be 
eaſily removed. I muſt now add, that al- 
though this patient has been diſmiſſed free 
from complaints, I do not ſuppoſe an en- 
tire removal of this affection to have taken 
place. But although the cauſe be not 
eradicated, the conſequences reſulting from 
it on the ſyſtem may for the time be re- 
moved, and the patient obtain by this 
means at leaſt a complete temporary cure. 

This I imagine to have been the utmoſt 
that took place in the caſe before us. Yet 
even this is to be reckoned an object of 
ſome conſequence ; and unleſs ſome freſh 
exciting cauſe occur, it may be the means 
of producing even a radical cure. From 
ſuch a temporary relief the tone of the 
ſtomach has a better opportunity of being 
reſtored, than perhaps from the uſe of any 


medicine whatever. 
B b4 The 
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The next object of inquiry is, How hes: 5 


this relief has been effected by the means 
proſecuted while the patient was under our 
care? Here, on the idea which we have 
given of the nature of the diſeaſe, the great 
object of cure was the reſtoration of a pro- 
per tone to the alimentary canal. And this 
we may canceive to be effected on one of 
two principles ; either by the uſe of ſuch 
meaſures as immediately act in increaſing 
the tone of the ſtomach, or by the remo- 
val of ſuch cauſts as ſerve farther to weak- 
en it. It was on the latter of theſe prin- 
ciples that I here attempted the cure; and 
with this view I employed a combina» 
tion of aloes and aſafœtida. From theſe I 
hoped, that, in conſequence of the anti- 
ſpaſmodic power of the medicine, the wind 
would no longer be pent up in the ſame 
manner as before; and that, by the ſtimulus 
which it would occaſion to the alimentary 
canal, the action of the ſtomach and inte- 
ſtines might be ſo far augmented, as to 
prevent that flow progreſs and detention 
of the aliment which might give riſe to 

| any 
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any — of wind. Theſe &ifferent 
intentions ſeem to have been fully anſwer- 
ed by this medicine: for, while it had the 
effect of operating as a gentle cathartic, 
the patient was at the ſame time freed 
from all uneaſineſs from wind; and while 
the pain became leſs ſevere, it ſeemed alſo 


to have ſhifted its firuation; for he ſoon 


after deſcribed it to be ſeated lower in the 
bowels, and he had not conrinued the uſe 
of his medicine for any long period when 
it was entirely gone. In this ficuation, 
I reckoned it unneceſſary either to put the 
patient on the uſe of any other medicine, 
or to direct longer attendance. He was 
therefore diſmiſſed, with injunctions, if 
he ſhould be ſubjected to any return of 
his complaints, to give us information of it. 
But I have ſince had occaſion to ſee him 
oftener than once, and he {till continues in 
n health. 


; 


eee 
This patient has not, as far at leaſt as 
I can learn, been fince ſubjected to any 


return of his diſeaſe. 
XXVI. 
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XXV. 


A Caſe in which Lumbrici, lodged in the in- 
teftinal Canal, were removed by the uſe of 
Calomel and Tinfure of Falap, 


„a boy in the third year of 
his age, admitted June 10. 1777, has 
of late been obſerved frequently to diſ- 
charge worms of the lumbricous kind, 
which in general are about eight or ten 
inches in length. He complains of pain 
in his belly and breaſt; which is not con- 
ſtant, but attacks him, at ſhort intervals, 
with conſiderable violence. He is fre- 
quently obſerved to pick his noſe. He is 
often affected with teneſmus, and he makes 
frequent attempts to diſcharge urine with- 
being able to paſs any. ; 
Nile ſleeps tolerably well during the 
night: but he is affected with conſiderable 
thirſt, and his appetite is much impaired. 
* belly is in general regular; but with 
the 


— — 
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the teneſmus he diſcharges a ſlimy mucous 
matter. .In the ſtate of his urine there is 
no preternatural appearance. 

He has now been affected with theſe 
complaints for about the ſpace of three 
weeks. His mother knows no cauſe to 
which they can be aſſigned; and he has 
uſed no medicines, excepting a ſingle doſe 
of rhubarb. * | 

R Calomelanos granum unum, . 

Conſerve roſarum quantum ſufficit, fiat 
bolus ſumendus hora ſomnt ; nec non 

B Tincturæ Falappe Semunciam, | 

Syrups /+ mplicis uncias duas, M, Capiat 
ſemunciam cras mane, et repetatur omni 
hora donec ſupervenit catharſis. 

June 13. The bolus fat eaſily on his 
ſtomach, and the purgative operated briſk- 
ly. During the operation of it, he diſ- 
charged two large worms, each about ten 
inches in length. 

Repetatur bolus, ut antea, veſpere fie Solis, 
et catharticum mane die Lune. ed” 
June 17. He has not got his medicines 
as directed. No more worms have been 

obſerved 
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obſerved to be diſcharged fince laſt report, 
and he ſtill complains much of the pain of 
his belly. 

Habcat medicumenta ut antea preferipta. 

june 20. He has taken the bolus and 
purgative as preſcribed ; the laſt of which 
operated briſkly, and he has diſcharged 
one large worm. Another was obſerved 
at the anus; but it again made its way 
into the inteſtine. 

Repetantur bolus et catharticum ut antea, 
bis in ſeptimana. 

July 1. He has taken his medicines 
twice ſince the laſt report. From the firſt 
purgative he diſcharged five worms ; from 
the laſt, fix. All of theſe were about eight 
inches in length. He does not now com- 
plain of the gripes ; but he is ſometimes 
obſerved to pick his noſe, and ro grind his 
teeth during his ſleep. | 
Repetantur medicamenta ut antea. 
July 11. He has taken his medicines 
twice ſince the laſt report. From the firſt 
purgative he diſcharged two worms; but 
the laſt did not operate. 

| Ne pe- 
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' Repetantur medicamenta ut ante. 
July 29. He has diſcharged three worms 
by each of the laſt purgatives; one of them 
was about eleven inches in length, the 
others were rather ſmaller. He has taken 
no medicines for theſe eight days paſt; du- 
ring that time no worms have been obſer= 
ved. He does not now complain of gripes, 
and his other ſymptoms are conſiderably 
diminiſhed. _ 

Continuentur medicamenta ut antea. 


OBSERVATIONS delivered Auguſt 1, 


In the caſe of this' patient, we have an 
example of a diſeaſe, reſpecting which we 
can, I imagine, entertain no doubt. The 
principal ſymptoms which here occur, the 
pain of the breaſt and belly, accompanied 
with a teneſmus, are fach as may ariſe 
from different cauſes. When theſe, how- 
ever, are accompanied with picking of the 
noſe, it gives preſumption that they may 
We from worms. But this preſump- 

—2 tion, 
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tion, in the caſe before us, is put beyond 
all doubt, from the diſcharge of worms 
by ſtool. 


When we have thus certain evidence of 


the exiſtence of theſe animals in the ali- 


mentary canal, there can be no heſitation 
in pronouncing them to be the cauſe of 
all the ſymptoms. And the preſent caſe 
affords an inſtance how little dependence 
is to be put on particular ſymptoms as di- 
agnoſtics of worms, which ſome are diſ- 
poſed to confider as affording certain evi- 
dence whether they be preſent or not. Of 
theſe many, particularly the ſwelling of 
the upper lip, on which ſome are diſpoſed 
to put ſo much confidence, are here want- 
ing. And as, in caſes of ſcrophula, it may 
often take place when there are no worms, 
ſo. it appears alſo that it may be abſent 
when theſe are really preſent in great num- 
bers in the alimentary canal. 

As giving riſe to worms in the preſent 


caſe, no particular cauſe is aſſigned; we 


may conclude, however, that the ova or 
firſt rudiments of them have been acci- 
8 dentally 
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dentally introduced into the alimentary 
canal, and that they have been generated 
there in conſequence of their finding a 
proper nidus. It is from the circumſtance 
of the more ready introduction of the ova 
that worms are particularly apt to occur 
as a cauſe of diſeaſe during the ſpring ſea- 
ſon, when undreſſed vegetables are much 
taken. And it is probable thatſuch a cauſe 
may have operated her. 
Reſpecting the termination of this — 
there are, I think, grounds for entertain- 
ing favourable expectations. Although, 
from what we have already ſeen, we may 
conclude that they have been preſent in 
the bowels to a conſiderable number, yet 
they have induced no ſevere ſymptoms; 
and, while theſe ſymptoms were of no long 
continuance before he came under our 
care, they have, ſo far at leaſt, already 
yielded to the medicines uſed. I hope 
therefore, that in a ſhort time his preſent 
complaints may be brought to a favour- 
able termination; eſpecially as the worms, 
8 are e the cauſe of the preſent affec- 
1 tion, 


Q 
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tion, the Teretes, or, as others have called 
them, the Lumbrici, are, of all the different 


kinds commonly preſent in the alimen-⸗ 


tary canal, the moſt eaſily combatec. 
In the caſe before us, unqueſtionably 
the great object of the cure is the expul- 
ſion of the worms themſelves, and of the 
ova. While, however, they are alive and 
vigorous, they exert efforts: for retaining 
their place; hence it is of great advantage, 
before employing the means of expulſion, 
to weaken and debilitate, worms. With 
theſe intentions, various remedies are in 
common uſe. And I might here have em- 


ployed, as a means of diminiſhing or de- 


ſtroying the vital power of the worms, the 
decoction of cabbage- tree bark, or other 
articles ſuppoſed to be of the higheſt effi- 
cacy. But i was unwilling to venture on 
the uſe of a remedy which 1 had not before 
rried, eſpecially with ſo young a patient. I 
had therefore recourſe to calomel, with the 
view of killing the worms or: debilitating 


their power; and to the tincture of jalap, 


combined with ſimple ſyrup, for the ex- 
pulſion of them. In theſe medicines we 
3 have 
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have uniformly perſiſted ſince this patient 
came under our care; and in their opera- 
tion, for the molt part, we have not been 
diſappointed. Every different doſe has 
been attended with the diſcharge of ſeve- 
ral worms; and now he appears to be in 
no degree affected with ſymptoms from 
worms. I am therefore hopeful that few, 
if any, worms now remain. While, how- 
ever, there is any appearance of worms 
from the uſe of cathartics, I ſhall not think 
of diſcontinuing his medicines, But I 
hope, that, for effecting a radical cure in 
the preſent caſe, I ſhall not be obliged to 
change his medicines, and that he may 
ſoon be diſmiſſed from any further at- 
tendance here. 


SEQUEL. 


This patient was continued. on the me- 
dicines at firſt directed for ſome time long- 
er. As there was neither any diſcharge of 
worms, nor any recurrence of his former 

a - 77 {ymproms, 


—y— — 


ſ 


406 MEDICAL CASES. 


ſymptoms, he was then diſmiſſed, and con- 


tinued in perfect health at rhe end of Teve- 
ral months after his diſmiſſion. 


XXVI. 


A Caſe in which a Worm, about fifty Inches 
in length, of that kind which is denomina- 
ted the Tenia, was diſcharged from the In- 
teflinal Canal, by the uſe of th: Powder of 
the Root of the Male Fern, ſucceeded by a 
Cathartic, | "Ns 


— , a woman in the feventy-- 
third year of her age, admitted Sep- 
tember 17. 1777, often obſerves that ſhe. 
diſcharges by ſtool living worms, which, 


on examination, appear to be portions of 


a Tænia. The fragments diſcharged are 
of very different ſizes. Some of them are 


not one-tenth of an inch in breadth, others 


above three- tenths. The thickneſs of ei- 
4 ther 
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ther does not exceed one-twelfth of an 
inch: They are of different lengths; but 
they are ſeldom leſs than half an inch, and 
rarely exceed an inch. They are all of a 
white colour, and manifeſtly conſiſt of 
different joints. 

She complains of pains in her right fide, 
which frequently ſhift their ſituation; and 
ſhe is affected with great deBility in her 
right-leg. This debility is ſo far conſtant 
as to occaſion a halt in walking. But it 
ſometimes increaſes ſuddenly to ſo great a 
degree, that ſhe falls down in the ſtreet; 
and, previous to ſuch attacks, ſhe is af- 
fected with great ſickneſs at ſtomach, In 
a ſhort time, however, ſhe again recovers, 
in ſome degree, the ſtrength of the af- 
fected leg, ſo as to be able to walk, al- 
though not without difficulty. She has 
at times the ſenſation of temporary local 
ſwellings in the left ſide of her abdomen, 
which do not ſeem to her to ariſe from 
wind, | 

Her pulſe, heat, and appetite for food, | 
are in the natural ſtate; and her tongue is 

Ges clean ; 
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charge ſmall portions in the fame ſtate as 
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clean; but her belly is in general bound, 
and ſhe ſleeps ill in the night. N. 

She has now been obſerved to diſcharge 
portions of this kind of worm for theſe 
thirty years paſt; and during all that time 
ſhe has been affected with ſome of her pre- 
ſent ſymptoms, particularly the pains in 
her belly: but ſhe was firſt affected with 
the weakneſs of her leg about twelve 
months ago. 

She has formerly applied to ſeveral dif- 
ferent practitioners, and has ufed many 
medicines, particularly powder of tin and 
tincture of rhubarb. From theſe laſt me- 
dicines ſhe has at different times pafled 
three worms, of the ſame kind which ſhe 
diſcharges at preſent, which were either 
entire, or at leaſt very large portions. One 
of them meaſured about an hundred and 
forty-eight inches in length; another ſe- 
yenty-four inches; and the third about 
eighteen inches. But after theſe were 
brought away, ſhe ſoon again came to diſ- 


at 
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at preſent; and ſhe was never entirely 
freed from the pains in her belly. 

Capiat cras, hora ſeptima matutina, pulve- 
ris radicis filicts non ramoſe druchmam unam, 
ex aque pure cyatho ; nec non © Ga! 

R Calomelanos, 

Cambogiæ, utriuſque granatria. 

Pulveris cremoris tartari ſeſcunciam, 8 
rupi fimplicis quantum ſufficiat. M. 
diligenter ſubigens, ut fiat electua- 

rium; capiat circiter partem dimidiam 

cras hora undecima ante meridiem, et 
poftea capiat drachmam unam omni ho- 
ra donec ſupervenerit catharſis. f 


September 23. As the medicine directed 
could not be immediately procured, ſhe 
did not get it till yeſterday morning. The 
powder occaſioned very conſiderable ſick- 
neſs at ſtomach ; but it neither induced 
vomiting nor looſeneſs. The cathartic 
began to operate about two hours after it 
was taken; and during the operation {he 
diſcharged ſeveral fragmenrs of the worm. 
The longeſt of theſe was about two feet in 

Cc 3 length, 
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length, and nearly about three-tenths of 
an inch in breadth; the ſhorter fragments 
were moſt of them much narrower; and 
one of them terminated in a point not 
broader than the ſize of a thread. The 
whole fragments taken together, as far as 
they could be collected, meaſured about 
fifty inches. This morning ſhe has diſ- 
charged ſome more fragments, which ap- 
peared to be dead when they came away. 
Repetantur medicamenta u. a. cras mane. 

September 30. The doſe of the powder 
taken on the morning of the 24th occa- 
fioned very conſiderable ſickneſs at ſto- 
mach; and from the cathartic ſhe had ſe- 
veral looſe ſtools: but no fragments of 
any worm were obſer ved to be diſcharged; 
nor has ſhe obſerved any in her ſtools 
ſince that time. She has been for ſome 
days entirely free from the pains in her ab- 
domen, and at preſent {the complains only 
of the weakneſs of her leg; but ſhe has 
of late had no attacks of that ſudden loſs 
of ſtrength from which ſhe was before in 
danger of falling down. | 
5 | Inler- 
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Intermittantur medicamenta, et illinatur ole- 
um camphoratum femori dextro omni nocte Ho- 
ra ſamni. 
October 10. She gil complains of 5:62 
neſs, and of ſome degree of pain, in her 
right leg and knee; but ſhe continues 
free from the pains in her abdomen; and 
no more fragments of the Tænia have ever 
been obſerved to be diſcharged, either by 
ſtool or at other times. 
Continuetur oleum camphoratum at antea, 

October 17. There is no farther appear- 
ance of any portion of rhe Tænia; but the 
affection of her leg continues nearly in the 
ſame ſtate as before. 


ntinuetur oleum camphoratum ; nec non 
accipiat quotidie ictus electricos quatuor ad . 
dum tertium, et eliciantur ſcintillæ electricæ 0 e 
femore affedo, 


SEQUEL. 


This patient continued the electricity 
for the ſpace of ſome weeks, but without 
Cc4 re- 
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recovering the natural vigour of her leg. 
As in this ſituation ſhe did not expect 
to be farther benefited by the electricity, 
ſhe gave up attendance at the Diſpenſary: 
but during the whole courſe of her attend- 
ance, after the remedies for the expulſion 
of the Tænia were given her, ſhe conti- 
nued free from all her other ſymptoms, 
excepting the affection of the leg. At the 
end of ſeveral months after ſhe had diſ- 
continued her attendance at the Diſpen- 
ſary, I had an opportunity of ſeeing her; 
and was happy to find that ſhe ſtill conti- 
nued free from any ſymptoms indicating 
the preſence of Tænia in the alimentary 
canal, and that ſhe had never during that 
time obſerved any portions of it to be diſ- 
charged by the rectum. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


As this patient did not make application 
at the Diſpenſary till the beginning of 
erer, by which time the ſummer 

courſe 
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courſe of Caſe- lectures for the year 1777 
was terminated, her complaints were never 
made the ſubject of lecture. But as this 
is the firſt. caſe in which I have ever had 
occaſion to uſe the powder of the fern- root 
againſt the Tænia, and as the practice has 
not, as far as I can learn, been common in 
this country, I imagined that the publica 
tion of it might not be en e or 
without ſome ad vantage. 

TI need not obſerve, that, in the creatmcnt 
of this caſe, the practice which I follow- 
ed was ſuggeſted by a publication which 


has lately appeared at Paris. This treatiſe 


is intitled, Traitement contre Tema ou Ver 
Solitaire, pratique d Morat en Suiſſe, examin# 
et eprouve d Paris, Publie par. ordre du Roi. 
And it is ſigned by the reſpectable names 
of Laſſone, Macquer, de la Motte, Juſſieu, 
Carburi, and Cadet. In their publication, 
beſides an accurate deſcription of the Tx- 
nia, illuſtrated by plates, and a particular 
account of the method employed by Ma- 
dame Nouffer in the adminiſtration of her 
ſpecific, we are preſented alſo with the hi- 


ory 
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ſtory of ſeveral caſes in which it was uſed 
with ſucceſs. It muſt, however, be obſer- 
wed, that the powder of the root of the 
male fern, which is conſidered as the ar- 
ticle of greateſt activity, is repreſented to 
be a ſpecific only in caſes of the ſolitary 
worm, tape- worm, or Tænia lata. But al- 
though it be not held forth as having a 
certain effect, it is conſidered alſo as high- 
ly uſeful againſt the Tænia cucurbitina, or 
gourd-worm. On this authority, then, I 
determined to have recourſe to it in the 
preſent caſe, and was not without expecta- 
tion of ſucceſs. This expectation was 
ſomewhat increaſed from the accounts 
which 1 had heard of the uſe of the fern- 
powder in Britain. Not long after the 
treatiſe which I have mentioned had been 

ubliſhed in Paris, it appeared in an Eng- 
liſh dreſs, being tranſlated” into our lan- 
güage by that ingenious and induſtrious 
phyſician Dr Simmons of London, And 
I was informed, that, in a ſecond: edition 
of his tranſlation, he intended to publiſh 
the hiſtories of ſeveral caſes tranſmitted to 
him by practitioners in different parts of 

| Britain, 
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Britain, in which it had been uſed with 
ſucceſs both againſt the Tænia lata and 
Tænia cucurbitina. Such induſtry in the 
collection of hiſtories with regard to the 
uſe of medicines, either new or revived, 
the rather merits praiſe, as it affords not 
only the fulleſt ſatisfaction with regard to 
the ſucceſs and ſafety of the medicine, but 


— „ 


likewiſe leads to the moſt ag wads 
of adminiſtration. 


In the preſent inſtance, rk 8 che 
treatment propoſed was begun, it appears, 
from the hiſtory of the caſe, that our pa- 
tient was, for the time at leaſt, freed from 
an affection with which ſhe had been di- 


ſtreſſed for many years. Two queſtions, \ 


however, naturally preſent themſelves on 
this ſubject. It may occur as a matter of 
ſome doubt, how far the expulſion of the 
large portions of the Tznia which here 
took place, really depended on what Mas 
dam Nouffer terms her'ſpecific, the fern- 
powder? And it may be aſked, Whe- 
ther there. be reaſon to oel, that the 

| Cure 
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cure thus obtained will be effeCtual and 
rae: 

Perhaps a poſitive anſwer can ; be given 
to neither of theſe queſtions. With regard 
to the firſt, however, I cannot help think- 
ing, that there is here great reaſon for pre- 
ſuming that the fern- powder had very con- 
ſiderable influence in the expulſion of the 
worm. I am indeed fully aware, that good 
effects may be obtained in the expulſion of 
worms of any kind, or of any other foreign 
matters, from the inteſtinal canal, by ſtrong 
and draſtic cathartics, although they poſ- 
ſeſs no ſpecific power. An evacuant of 
ſach a nature, however, 1s unqueſtionably 
afforded by the purgative which Madame 
Nouffer directs to be given after her ſpe- 
cific. It confiſts of no leſs than ten grains 
of mercurius dulcis, as much reſin of 
ſcammony, and from four to ſeven grains 
_ of gamboge, Paris weight. Each of theſe 
articles is directed to be ſeparately redu- 
ced to a fine powder, and then the whole 
to be formed into a bolus with fome con- 
ferve. Any one of theſe articles, taken by 
4 | itſelf, 
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icſelf, may naturally be ſuppoſed a power- 
ful cathartic. It muſt indeed be obſerved, - 
that, from the caſes treated and publiſhed 
at Paris, it appears, that the whole doſe 
may be taken, even in weak habits, with- 
out inconvenience ; and although it often 
produced a conſiderable number of ſtools, 
as for example, to the extent of fourteen or 
upwards, yet they were in general without 
pain, and did not weaken the patient by the 
evacuation. Itis but natural, therefore, to 
ſuſpect, that ſomething may depend on the 
mere purgative power of this article. 

ln the caſe here treated, indeed, we did 
not venture to exhibit a purgative of ſuch 
ſtrength. Three grains only of calomel, 
and as much gamboge, without any reſin 
of ſcammony, were here employed. Theſe 
were conjoined under the form of electuary, 
with a quantity of cream of tartar ſuffi- 
cient to ſecure their operation. And this 
electuary was at the ſame time directed to 
be taken in repeated ſmall doſes, ſo as to 
avoid all danger of hypercatharſis. In this 
way, however, the uſe of it was followed 
| by 
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by a very briſk operation; and conſe- 
quently it muſt have had conſiderable in- 
fluence in tending to expel any thing con- 
tained in the inteſtines. _ 

But it may farther be obſerved, that it 
is not improbable that one of the articles 
which entered the purgative here employ- 
ed, as well as that of Madame Nouffer, has 
more influence than merely as a cathar- 
tic, chat is, the gamboge. There is even 
reaſon for preſuming, that while the gam- 
boge in ſuch caſes operates as a purga- 
tive to the human ſyſtem, it has alſo the 
effect of operating as a poiſon to the Tæ- 
nia. At leaſt, it is now highly probable, 
that gamboge, united to the ſal abſynthii, 


i conſtitutes a medicine which has been 
Az \ much celebrated for the expulſion of Tæ- 
nia from the inteſtinal canal ; I mean the 


remedy employed by Dr Herrenſchwand. 
Of the wonderful ſucceſs of this remedy, 
{ome account was given ſeveral years ago 
by the illuſtrious Baron Van Swieten: but 
he mentions it as a remedy not then com- 
municated to the public; and from his 

= account 


— 8 — - - — — — ww < fa os — 
- — — Þ 2 - — — * - = * oy - 
.  ——— . — —— — 


* 
— 


AND OBSERVATIONS. 419 


account no conjecture whatever can be 
formed with regard to the articles on which 
the activity of it depends. I have lately, 
however, been informed by a very inge- 
nious friend of mine, that Dr Herrenſch- 
wand's remedy is prepared according to 
the following formula: . Guttz gam- 
bogiæ grana decem ad grana quindecim, 
pro ratione ætatis; falis abſynthit cryſt. 
grana quindecim ad grana viginti. M.“ 
With this receipt he was favoured by Dr 
Herrenſchwand himſelf. The doſe men- 
tioned above is directed to be taken early 
in che morning. After it the patient has 
generally a mucous ſtool; but the worm 
rarely comes away. In two hours the 
ſame doſe is repeated; and this for the 
moſt part is ſufficient. But if ſtill the 
worm ſhould not be diſcharged, a third, 
and even a fourth, dofe is given, the ſame 
interval being interpoſed between each ex- 

hibition. N 
Although, in this mode of cure, a very 
large proportion of 'an article which is 
commonly conſidered as a very draſtic 
4 pur- 
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| purgative, be introduced into che alimen- 


tary canal; yet it is ſaid, that it never 
produces any bad effect, even with chil- 
dren: and it is farther ſaid, that where it 
operates ſtrongly as a cathartic, its opera- 
tion is not attended with gripes. It de- 
{erves here to be remarked, that the reme- 
dy of Dr Herrenchſwand, as well as that 
of Madame Nouffer, is repreſented as be- 
ing effectual only againſt the Tænia lata, 
or tape-worm. Dr Herrenſchwand him- 
ſelf allows, that he has derived but little 
benefit from it when employed againſt the 
Tzniacucurbitina,or gourd-worm. Hence, 
then, beſides what ariſes from the activity 
of the purgative employed, another doubt 


with regard to the efficacy of the fern- 


powder may be ſtarted alſo from the in- 
fluence of the gamboge. in 
I cannot, however, from theſe circum- 


ſtances, conſider the evidence which we 


have of the efficacy of the fern-powder as 
being much invalidated. h 
Wich regard to the efficacy of Dr Her- 


renſchwand's mode of treatment, it would 
at 
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at prefeti be out of place to make: any ob- 


ſervations. I have had occaſion to em- 


ploy it alſo in ſome caſes, the particulars 
of which I propoſe to lay before the pub- 
lic in a future volume of this publication. 
It is ſufficient here to obſerve, that, in his 
practice, the gamboge is given to a much 
greater extent than it is ever employed by 
Madame Nouffer. And it may farther 
be remarked, that, in the caſes which 
have fallen under her care, the worm 
was often expelled by the fern powder 
alone, or what ſhe calls the Specific, be- 
fore the gamboge or any other purga- 


tive was taken. To cheſe arguments it 


may alſo be added, that the power of the 


male fern as an anthelmintic, and particu- 
larly as a remedy in caſes of Tænia, was 
well known to the ancients. This abun- ; 


dantly appears from the writings of The- 


ophraſtus, Dioſcorides, Galen, Avicenna, 


and many others. It ſeems, however, 


to have ſhared the fate of many other 
powerful articles of the materia medica, in 


falling into unmerited negle among prac- 
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titioners of more modern date. Into the 
cauſes of this ir is unneceſſary to inquire : a 
but, if the preſent practice ſhall confirm 
che opinion of the ancients, the reſtoration 
of this article to the liſt of the materia me- 
dica may be conſidered as a circumſtance 
of i importance in the practice of medicine. 
In the caſe before us, while the expulſion 
of the worm unqueſtionably followed the 
treatment employed, that degree of fick- 
| neſs at ſtomach which aroſe from the fern- 
powder alone before any other medicine 
was exhibited, gives reaſon for preſuming 
that this expulſion was in a great meaſure 
owing to the influence which it exerted. 
But if the caſe before us ſerves to ſhow 
that the fern-powder is a remedy of effi- 
cacy in expelling. the Tænia lata, it is a 
matter of ſtill greater importance to aſcer- 
tain whether it affords an effectual and ra- 
dical cure in ſuch caſes. With regard to 
this queſtion, in the preſent inſtance atleaſt, 
I can now ſpeak with greater confidence 
than formerly. Even at that time, indeed, 
when I conſidered, that after the diſcharge 
of 
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of the worm ſhe was completely freed from 
all the ſymptoms with which ſhe had been 
before affected, and that ſome months had 
elapſed without the ſlighteſt appearance of 

any fragment of the worm being diſchar- 
ged, I thought there was ground for ho- 
ping that a radical cure had been obtained. 
This was the rather probable, as the very 
narrow portion which came away was evi- 
dently the neck, or, as it has perhaps been 
more properly called, the Thread or Filum 
of a Tænia. Hence there was ground for 
. believing chat every part of the y worm was 

diſcharged. . 

Yet, when I confidered this much larger 
portions had before been diſcharged by the 
uſe of other remedies, I thought there was 
' reaſon to fear, that, from the continuance 
of ſome portion of it in the inteſtines, ſhe 
ſhould again be ſubjected to her former 
affection. And even the appearance of the 
thread was no certain evidence of the con- 
trary of this. For it is now well known, 
that both in the caſe of the Tænia cucur- 
bitina and Tænia lata, although the latter 
N D d 2 das 


424 MEDICAL C AS ES 


has obtained the name of the Solitary 
Worm, two, or even more, may at the ſame 
time be preſent in the alimentary canal. 
The late ingenious Mr Charlies Darwin, 
who officiated as medical aſſiſtant at the 
Diſpenſary at the time when this. patient's 
caſe was treated, and who, while he poſ- 
ſeſſed extenſive knowledge in every branch 
of medicine, was alſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed for an intimate acquaintance with 
natural hiſtory, had the firſt opportunity 
of examining this worm after it was diſ- 
charged. He found it, as had indeed been 
before aſcertained from the fragments diſ- 
charged on other occaſions, to be the Tæ- 
nia lata of Linnæus. This circumſtance, 
as the worm is in general ſolitary, when 
conjoined with the diſcharge of its thread, 
gave ground for ſuppoſing that the whole 
belonged to one worm, and that it was 
completely diſcharged ; but the fragments 
which came away with the thread during 
the operation of the purgative were nume- 
rous. There was no circumſtance from 
which 1t could be with certainty inferred 
that 
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that they all belonged to the ſame worm; 
and, even a day after che thread was diſ- 
engaged, ſome broad ee were oy | 
ſer ved to come away. 4 
From theſe can fiel Aw. altho | 
a ſecond doſe of the fern-powder had been 
employed without any effect, and even af- 
ter ſome months were elapſed without any 
return of ſymptoms, I could not venture 
to aſſert that a radical cure was produced. 
But it is now three years ſince the fern- 
powder was employed in this caſe; and I 
have the ſatisfaction of learning from the 
patient herſelf, that during all that period 
ſhe has never obſerved any appearance of 
Tænia, nor been ſubjected to any ſymptom 
which could lead her to ſuſpect its pre- 
ſence. We may now, therefore, venture 
do aſſert, that by the uſe of this remedy 
ſhe has been freed from an affection to 
which ſhe had been ſubjected for the ſpace 
of thirty years. 

Since I wrote the above remarks, 1 have 
been favoured with a letter from an emi- 
nent and reſpectable phyſician, Dr Ogilvy 
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of Forfar, giving an account of a caſe in 
which he has employed the fern-powder 
againſt Tænia. His patient has taken this 
medicine many different times in the man- 
ner directed by Madame Nouffer. The 
conſequence has been, that upwards of 30 
yards of a Tania have been brought away. 
Dr Ogilvy has ſent me a large fragment 
of this worm, and I find it to be the Ver- 
mis Cucurbitinus of Platerus, or Tenia 
Sohum of Linnæus. Although every dofe 
of the fern has brought away a large por- 
tion of it, yet even frequent repetition has 
not been able to effect a complete removal. 
This affords additional confirmation of 
Madame Nouffer's remarks with regard to 
* power of the fern · root. 
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—— ufe of corroſive ſublimate in, rd. 5 
— cauſes of, - I» 7 120 
method of cure in, — 205 


— repulſion of, a cauſe of deafneſs, 201 
TinQure of + jalap and FRROW uſed 41 lum- 


brici, — 1 . 298 

: f v. | f 598; D 15 RE 
VERDIGRIsS, uſe of in tinea capitis, | 0 — * 206 
Vitriolic acid, uſe of in the lepray . , - | | 363 


— in an herpetic 3 364 
— recommended in cutaneous affee- 


- flond; 2, 16 33 — 67 
— external uſe of, recommended in 
chronic rheumatim 3861 


1 


uſe of in the ſcabies ficca and hu- 
mida recommended by Dr Baldinger, i 


W. | 
WinD in the alimentary canal, cauſes from which 
it chiefly ariſes, - - - 392 
Worms in the inteſtinal canal, obſervations on, 80 
2. 


Zinc, calx of, conjoined with cr cuprum anmobia- 
cum, a powerful tonic, - = = 29 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


IT is intended, in the courſe of next e to 
publiſh a Second Volume of this Work; which 
will bring the Caſe. lectures from 1778 down to 
che preſent year, - | 


= * " * T . 4 PR 


C. Eł. L 0 T has pulli bed, in the courſe of this ſeaſon, 
Dr Cullen's Practice of Phyſic, complete in 4 vols 
Bvo, price 11. 48. in boards. 


A Syſtem of Anatomy, from Monro, page. Win- 
flow, &c. with 16 plates, 13 8. in boards. 


Mt Bell's Syſtern « of Surgery, Vol. II. 68. boards. ; 


| { | — on Ulcers, &c. 34 3 enlarged, 6 X 
= | boards. 


Dr Hamilton $ Theory ** Practice of Midwifery 
" $8.3 or with Smellie's e 118. in — 


4 


S & ww ©» 


And C. ELL1oT will _— in the courſe of this year, | J 
1. Fourcroy's Lectures on n and Natural | 
1 Hiſtory, 2 vols 8. — 


2. The New Diſpenſatory, on | the plan of the late 
h | Dr Lewis, with all the improvements ſince his time.“ 
=_— By a Gentleman of this city. 


3. Theſaurus Medicus, Vol. III. and IV. from 1758 
to 1784, which completes the work. 
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